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    The Corona Chronicle  
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

 29 July 2021 (Vol 66) 
Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

 

Here’s an old joke:   

Q: How many Anglicans does it take to change a lightbulb? 

A: CHANGE? 

All of us who like tradition will 
recognise something of ourselves 
in that joke.  But, happily, ’fear of 
change’ hasn’t been my 
experience at St Faith’s!  When I 
look back over the changes we’ve 
embraced together in the last 6 
years, to the church, the Pallant 
Centre, and the staff team, I’m 
frankly amazed at how well we’ve 
all embraced such change 
together.  The latest big change 
(to our seating arrangements) got underway last week, with the removal 
of our pews, in favour of the new, comfortable, flexible pews and chairs 
which will arrive in the next couple of months.   

 Looking to the future, more change will doubtless come, because 
the Spirit of God is active and moving among us.  One of the most exciting 
possibilities for change on the horizon are the ongoing conversations 
we’ve been having with our friends at St Albans Church, West Leigh.  
These conversations will deepen this week, as both PCCs meet together to 
get to know each other, and discuss the possibilities for further joint work 
(on top of the combined children and families work we already do).  
Exciting times are ahead - we think.  God is working his purpose out.  
Please pray for all the leaders involved, that we may hear God’s voice, and 
follow his call!                          Canon Tom 

Change? 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

The Diocese  
For Commissary Bishop 
Rob, & those selecting 

our next Bishop 
Our Parish & Community 

Especially for the 
meeting of St Faith and 
St Alban PCCs this week 
Those who have asked 

for our prayers 
Marlene Sharpe 

Tim McCann 
Ian Dillow 

Veronica Holder 
Patrick Hounsham 

Olive Rush 
Brandon Taylor 
William Ingles 

Angela Thompson 
Grace Skilleter 

The Recently Departed 
Jim Lumsden (Bellringer) 
Ruth Eastwick (Methodist 

Church) 
Chris Davies 

Roy Chaldecott 
Anniversaries of 

Departed  
1st Angela Bartholomew 

Olive Edwards 
Walter Arnold 
Alfred Powell 

2nd Marion Simmons 

SUNDAY 
0800:  HOLY COMMUNION at St Nicholas, Langstone.  
 
0930:  PARISH COMMUNION (this week, led by 

Canon Tom, with preacher Emily Ashworth). 
Come in person, seated 1m apart with masks.  
Or watch online: click here  to participate via 
Facebook) or www.stfaith.com (to only watch 
anonymously) 

1800:   EVENING PRAYER (via Zoom only-  click here) 

ALL DAYS (whenever possible) 
Mornings to Early Afternoon (approx.)—Open 

Church (for private prayer) except during 
services and concerts. 

MONDAY 
1500:  TEA & CHAT (via Zoom -  click here)  

WEDNESDAY 
1230:  LUNCHTIME CONCERT (see page 24).  
 Attend in person or watch online  
 

THURSDAY 
1030:  TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION.   
 Attend in person or watch online. 
 

SERVICE SHEETS 
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and evening 

are printed at the rear of this edition of the 
Chronicle.  Standard service sheets are available in 

church, or can be downloaded from here  

CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the 
fact on our Facebook page.  Just click here to view. 

Our Pattern of Worship 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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As things begin to open a little more we hope to be able to resume our 

usual levels of service to the community.  So if you are able to help with the 

many things that we have not been able to do but hope to soon please let 

us know.  They include: 

The Serving Team – contact Bruce Strugnell 02392 484435 

The Sides-persons Team – this would usually be one Sunday per month.  

We try to have three people in church and two outside to welcome – 

contact Sandra Haggan 02392 455161 

The Refreshments After Church Team – this would usually be one Sunday 

per month, working in pairs.  When we do get back to proper cups there is a 

dish washer! – contact Sandra Haggan 

Church Stewards – this is weekday mornings 10-12 and when we are able 

we offer tea/coffee - contact Julia Hancock 02392 483808 

Lesson Reading (at 9.30 Services) - Michael Laird via Sandra Haggan 

Flower Arranging Team – we usually work in pairs – contact Sandra Haggan 

Church Cleaning – monthly – Sandra Haggan 

Welcomers for Ride & Stride 11th September – working in pairs, for a two-

hour slot – contact Sue Tinney 02392 421291/07743 143581 

Little Lambs – our toddler play and stay group – Friday mornings, we will be 

back after the summer holiday on Friday 10th September – contact Sandra 

Haggan 

Choir Members - We will be starting rehearsals in September.  See Graham 

Kidd after any 9.30 service.  All singers welcome - just a short test to check 

you can sing in tune will be needed! 

If you are able to help or would like more information about any of the 

above contact the named person. 

Your Church Needs You… 
submitted by Sandra Haggan 
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Bartholomew the Apostle 
is remembered in the Church of England with 

a Festival on 24 August. 
Of the many miracles claimed to have been 
performed by Bartholomew before and after his 
death, two are known by the townsfolk of the 
small Italian island of Lipari.  The people of Lipari 
celebrated his feast day annually. The tradition of 
the people was to take the solid silver and gold 
statue from inside the Cathedral of St 
Bartholomew and carry it through the town. On 
one occasion, when taking the statue down the 
hill towards the town, it suddenly became very 

heavy and had to be set 
down.  
 When the men 
carrying the statue regained their strength, they 
lifted it a second time. After another few seconds, 
it got even heavier. They set it down and 
attempted once more to pick it up. They managed 
to lift it but had to put it down one last time. 
Within seconds, walls further downhill collapsed. 
If the statue had been able to be lifted, all the 
townspeople would have been killed.  
 During World War II, the fascist regime 

looked for ways to finance their activities. The 
order was given to take the silver statue of Saint 
Bartholomew and melt it down. The statue was 
weighed, and it was found to be only a few 
grams. It was returned to its place in the 
Cathedral of Lipari. In reality, the statue is made 
from many kilograms of silver and it is 
considered a miracle that it was not melted 
down.  
 

Saint John and Saint 
Bartholomew  

(right) by Dosso Dossi, 
1527 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar_of_saints_(Church_of_England)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival_(Anglicanism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lipari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dosso_Dossi
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Commissary Bishop.    
Following Bishop Christopher’s 
retirement as the Bishop of 
Portsmouth The Right Revd 
Robert Wickham the Area Bishop 
of Edmonton, has been appointed 
a Commissary Bishop until such 
time that a new bishop is 
appointed to the Portsmouth 
Diocese. He will help to lead our 

diocese during this time while the day-to-day diocesan 
life will be overseen by the Archdeacons together with the Diocesan 
Secretary. 

A Commissary Bishop’s responsibilities will principally relate to the 
governance of such things as the  chairing of Diocesan Synod and Bishop’s 
Council meetings, issuing licences and offering episcopal liturgical 
ministry  with the support of the Honorary Bishops.  He has recently 
officiated at the June ordinations in the Cathedral.   

Bishop Rob became Bishop of Edmonton in September 2015 and 
has always served in the Diocese of London.  He is married with three 
children. He studied geography at Durham University and his training for 
the Ministry was at Ridley Hall, Cambridge.  At Durham he was 
particularly interested in urban regeneration and since his ordination he 
has completed an MA in Theology, Politics and Faith based organisations. 

 He has served in four London parishes. For seven years he was 
Rector of St John at Hackney, a very vibrant, multi ethnic community.  
During his time there, the enormous church building was re-ordered, 
offering concerts, job fairs, credit unions and support for the homeless.  
The knife amnesty bin was noted as being the most used in London.  His 
theological thesis was on the creative use of church buildings.   

The vacancy–in–see process will continue during the time Bishop 
Rob is involved.  Ultimately the Crown Nominations Commission will 
recommend the name of Bishop Christopher’s successor. Diocesan 
representatives will work with the national Church of England on the 
Commission to make the decision as to who will be the next Bishop of 
Portsmouth.  
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A sermon from Bishop John Hind 
on Thursday 22 July 2021. 

 
Today, the Church honours Mary 
of Magdala in Galilee, Mary 
Magdalene, acknowledged as “the 
apostle to the apostles”. 
 She is one of the people 
Jesus healed early in his ministry 
and who as a result became one of 
Jesus’ constant companions.    
 We do not know what she 
was healed of, but St Luke tells us 
that Jesus had driven 7 demons 
out of her.  In the olden days to say 
that someone was possessed by 
demons meant that they were 
dominated by forces hostile to God 
leading to all sorts of illnesses, 
misfortunes and sins.  In the Bible 
the number "7" is a specially 
symbolic number implying fulness 
or totality (- you might remember 
Jesus telling his disciples that they 
have to forgive those whose have 
offended them "seventy times 
seven times"; that doesn't mean 
490 times,  but "infinity squared 
times 10" - in other words "without 
end") 
 So whatever it was she had 
been healed of was pretty serious, 
and her troubles had probably 
been so great that other people 
had avoided her.   In fact, once she 

started going around with Jesus, 
people quite likely started 
muttering about him too - in the 
gospels we often find critics 
complaining about the sort of 
company Jesus kept.   
 Mary Magdalene was the 
first person to whom the risen 
Jesus appeared, that is to say she 
was the first witness to the 
resurrection.  She was also we 
might say, the first evangelist: it 
was she who first told Peter and 
John that the tomb was empty, 
and later that she had seen the 
Lord, hence “the apostle to the 
apostles.”  It is right that in the 
Church’s calendar today’s 
celebration is on a par with the 
feasts of the Apostles. 
 This woman from the 
province rather disparagingly 
nicknamed “Galilee of the 
Gentiles”, a person who may have 
been in the past any one or all of 
very sick, very wicked or stark 
staring mad was privileged to been 
the first bearer of the good news 
that God has raised Jesus from the 
dead. Not perhaps the first person 
we would have chosen as our 
primary witness had you or I been 
Jesus!  After all, just imagine the 
reaction - oh that funny old Mary 
of Magdala, she's going off again! 

Mary Magdalene 
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 The first thing for us to learn 
then from about St Mary Magdalene 
is that there is no limit to what God 
can do or whom he can choose.  In 
other words however awful we are 
or however dreadful the 
circumstances of our lives we can be 
transformed and be disciples of 
Jesus -   indeed not only disciples of 
Jesus, but his witnesses.  It should 
be a great encouragement to us that 
so many of the members of the 
early church had not been very 
respectable.  It should be an 
encouragement but also a 
challenge.  We must never hide 
behind the fact that we are not 
good enough.  Of course we are not 
good enough (we've all got 
skeletons in our cupboards, what 
will people think of us?)  But it is not 
for us to choose what God will do 
through us if we will let him 
 But how to let him?  The key 
is love and longing.  Mary’s own 
discipleship was rooted in her 
gratitude for healing.  We too need 
to understand that God has set us 
free and be more grateful for it.  
This is essential for us both as 
disciples, followers of Jesus, and as 
witnesses to him.  It is that same 
gratitude and longing that kept 
Mary faithful at the empty tomb, 
weeping, longing for the impossible. 
And it was to this love and longing 
that Jesus revealed himself.  There is 

so much we don’t understand about 
life and its mysteries that can only 
be revealed by God himself.  
Watching and waiting in faithful 
loving hope is essential to learn 
what God next wants us to know.  
But even then, there will still be 
more. 
 In the Mary Magdalene chapel 
in Chichester Cathedral is the 
striking Graham Sutherland painting 
of Jesus the gardener telling Mary 
not to cling to him. Noli me tangere: 
Touch me not; for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father: but go to 
my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father; and to my God, and your 
God. 
 The love that made Mary a 
disciple, the love that held her at 
the foot of the Cross, the love that 
took her to the tomb of Jesus, and 
even when she found it empty, kept 
her there until Jesus revealed 
himself and made her his witness, 
that same love now made her want 
to hang on to him  -  rather like 
Peter wanting to build permanent 
lodgings for Jesus, Moses and Elijah 
at the Transfiguration.  But God 
always has more to give and show if 
we persist in our loving and longing. 
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The chair was taken by Clive Barnett (church warden) following prayers by 

Canon Tom. 

*   Matters arising: 
    Christchurch Centre:  the 20 year lease is with the diocese for sealing after a 
year of negotiations. 
    Disposal of pews: No feasible offers have been received .  Likely that they 
will be adapted in house as purpose built items. (Post meeting note- the 
former St Margaret’s in Waterlooville will be using them for the new wedding 
venue). 
*   New Matters: 
      Financial out-turn to end of May: A significant grant of income hs been 
received through Government grants  Last year’s parish share to the diocese 
of £56K was paid in full. 2021’s share will be £58K. Our own Havant based 
activities from voluntary giving and legacies must pay for all utility and service 
expenses. Parishioners’ generosity was gratefully acknowledged. 
 Appointment of Honorary Treasurer:  This post is vacant and until an 
appointment is agreed this duty falls upon the church wardens together with 
Ani Moore the Finance Manager.  One member volunteered to consider the 
possibility of taking the post. 
*     Teams and Subcommittees Reports: 
       Pallant Development: Following discussions on whether to set up a 
Pallant Centre Trust, it was agreed unanimously that the present situation 
should remain with the church retaining control for at least the next four 
years. 
      Young People and Families:   Working with our consultant Sarah 
Ricketts, bids are being developed for the engagement of a development 
worker, together with matched funding from the parish.  Talks are on- going 
with St Albans’ about working together for a new Little Seeds Group.  
Chaplaincy with Havant College has not made progress.  A member of the 
congregation is a mentor at Warblington School and possibly more links can 
be made after the pandemic is over. 
    Mission:  Despite the lockdowns, much has been achieved.  It was likely 
that the Corona Chronicle might continue in a different format.  The success of 
the livestreamed services was acknowledged in reaching  the housebound and 
(virtual) active worshippers. 

Notes of the PCC meeting  
15 June 2021  
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 Churchyard:  The Rector was thanked for his video of the churchyard’s 
fauna and flora. (https//youtu.be/Cz-F26Xbki0) The wild flowers are 
particularly impressive.  The displays in the church of the work will need to be 
updated.  The architect has submitted a specification of works together with 
drawings and a quantity surveyor is preparing to assess the costings This will 
include all pathways and open space  having a resin bound gravel surface.. 
Following this, bids for funding can then go ahead.  Havant Climate Alliance 
are holding an exhibition 18 – 20 September and St Faith’s have been asked to 
provide a display of the church yard work. 
 Communications:  An appeal for more members is to be made in the 
next monthly sheet (post meeting note-  now to be in a later issue).  An order 
has been made for an upgrade to the church internet.  Livestreaming of the 
services requires intensive and dedicated training and thanks were expressed 
to Jeremy Toole, Ian Munro, Will Coulston and Naomi Sloane for their 
dedication. 
 Development: Gratitude was expressed to Will Coulston for his work 
during the pandemic in ensuring the necessary parish work was undertaken 
safely and efficiently. 
 Pastoral: ’Getting to know you’ sessions planned (NB these did not take 
place due to new pandemic restrictions). Sandra was warmly thanked for her 
continuing dedication to pastoral matters. 
 Treasury Team: Grateful thanks to Sarah Ricketts and Anna Glanville 
Pearson for their fundraising efforts. The post of treasurer is vacant at present 
and needs to be filled. 
 Standing Committee:  Members are – Rector Tom, Clive, Colin, Sandra 
Will, Ani and Pauline. The weekly meetings now revert to monthly ones.  An 
appeal was made for two additional members to come from the PCC.  
*    Diocesan Strategy – update: 
The Archdeacon has welcomed the fact that St Alban’s and St Faith’s should 
work collaboratively and the PCC would be meeting shortly (post meeting date 
– Thursday 5 August).  A ‘Little Lambs’ group – previously ‘Little Seeds’ at St 
Faith’s and ‘Little Candles’ at St Alban’s -  would be set up following discussions 
with Karina, Sandra and Penny. 
*     Standing Agenda items: 
 Health & Safety:  Options for improving airflow to the Parish Office are 
being investigated to ensure covid safety and better preserve the building and 
contents. The overseeing of Health & Safety Policy review is due. 
Safeguarding:  It was agreed to adopt the updated Diocesan Policy Statement.  
It was due for the signatures of Canon Tom and the Churchwardens. 
 St Nicholas’ Langstone:  Following Anne Plater’s resignation, the Chapel 
is without a custodian. The PCC expressed most grateful thanks to Anne (in 

https://youtu.be/Cz-F26Xbki0
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Over 250 horticultural exhibits. Pre booking only. £5.50 before 14th  
August. £7 afterwards. Carers and children under 12 free.  

Emsworth Show 

absentia) for her many years of dedicated service.  At present the Chapel 
remains closed during the Pandemic, with the aim of restarting services in 
August. 
 Review of Policies: Some policies do not have a PCC member assigned to 
check on them.  Clive undertook to find members to take on these 
responsibilities. 
 Electoral Roll:  137 members currently on the Roll. 
 Staff Wellbeing:   The charity shop team had to isolate because a 
volunteer tested positive for  covid and the shop had to be closed for a few 
days. No further cases have been noted, 
 Co-options:  The PCC agreed unanimously that Sheena Jefferis and Gill 
Locke should be co-opted to serve on the PCC. 
 Next meeting dates: Tuesday 17 August (TBC) and Tuesday 12 October.  
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The Boss! 
submitted by Sandra Haggan 

Liz White's husband Gilbert is a lolly pop man by the Art 
Centre and one of the Mums wrote this poem: 

Back and forth, to the middle and back 

To help us on our way, 

Back and forth, in your bright orange 

Mac, 

Day after day after day. 

You stop the cars, and buses too, 

So we're safe when we cross 

Lollipop in hand, you stand proud, 

Gilbert - You're the Boss!! 

                   from: Emily, Rachel and Anne. 
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Our new clerical friend (and next week’s preacher) the Rev’d Judy Henning 

is leading a pilgrimage to Turkey next year (Covid-permitting, of course).  

An 11-day trip will take in the Seven Churches of Revelation, and the 

ancient City of Istanbul.  Full details (and a booking form) are available by 

request to Rev’d Judy or Canon Tom. 

Pilgrimage to the Seven 
Churches of Revelation 
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Now taking a summer break. 

We’re back on 10 September! 



 

17 

Unfolding John (Chapter 6) 

A sermon from Bishop John Hind on 
Sunday 25 July 2021. 

“Jesus took the loaves, and when he 
had given thanks he distributed them 
to the people.” Does that action, and 
do even the words themselves, remind 
you of anything? 
 At first glance what might seem 
a miracle of compassion for a hungry 
crowd, accompanied by a fairly 
standard blessing of food turns out as 
so often in St John to be a pointer to 
something else. He took bread, gave 
thanks and gave it to them. The 
similarity of this morning’s account of 
the feeding of the five thousand and 
what we do Sunday by Sunday as we 
gather round the altar is not 
accidental.   
 We have just heard the 
beginning of the great chapter 6 of St 
John’s gospel; we’ll hear the rest of 
the chapter the next four Sundays. We 
shall hear Jesus’ careful and shocking 
description of himself as the “bread of 
life”, which people must eat if they are 
to attain eternal life. If you would like 
a bit of homework, both to remind you 
of this morning and prepare you for 
what lies ahead, may I suggest you 
spend some time this week reading 
and praying your way through the 
whole of John 6. 
 This morning I shall try to set 
the scene.  Hold tight, because this will 
be quite a roller coaster. 

 Notice how precise St John is 
about where and when this event took 
place.  
 First, where?  “By the Sea of 
Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias.”  The town of Tiberias on the 
west coast of the sea had only just 
been established when this miracle 
took place.  It had been built by the 
sycophantic Herod Antipas in honour 
of the Roman Emperor Tiberius, and it 
was only later that the name came to 
be used as an alternative to Galilee  -  
John’s use of the term is unique So in a 
Gospel where every word seems to 
have layers of meaning, you might like 
to ask yourself why John should use 
this term when, at the end of this 
morning’s narrative we hear how the 
people wanted to seize Jesus and 
make him their king.   
 There was already a long history 
of protest against Roman occupation.  
This ‘wonder-worker’ with all his talk 
about the kingdom of God looked like 
just the person to bring it all together.  
Remember how during Jesus’ trial, the 
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, would 
challenge Jesus precisely about this 
“Are you the king of the Jews?”, how 
the soldiers would dress him in pseudo 
royal raiment  -  a purple robe and a 
crown of thorns  -  and how Pilate 
would mark the cross with the notice, 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.”  Remember too how the 
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religious authorities at the time would 
cynically tell Pilate, “We have no king 
but Caesar.” All that horror lies ahead 
in the future of course, but St John is 
here putting down a marker about who 
the real king is, and about the 
difference between the kingdom of 
God and every kind of earthly power 
structures:  questions as relevant today 
as ever. 
 Second, when?  “The Passover, 
the festival of the Jews, was near”.  
Passover celebrates how God saved 
the children of Israel from slavery in 
Egypt and set them on their journey 
towards the Promised Land.  In Jewish 
practice throughout the ages Passover 
is also a celebration of hope, of how 
God who has been a faithful saviour in 
the past will be so again.   
 John is keen to locate the 
feeding of the five thousand in this 
context, just as the Last Supper and the 
crucifixion would also happen at 
Passover. He wants to present Jesus as 
the new Moses, the one to deliver 
people from a slavery even worse than 
political oppression, and as the lamb 
ritually sacrificed at Passover as a 
perpetual memory. 
 We don’t have time to do much 
more than scratch the surface of how 
St John uses this story of Jesus feeding 
the five thousand as an explanation of 
the meaning of the Eucharist, our 
“perpetual memory of that his most 
precious death until his coming again”.  
It’s so important for us to remember 
that the Exodus, the deliverance from 
Egypt, was not and is not a one off 
event long ago, but the pattern of how 

God saves throughout history. That’s 
why the celebrations of the Passover 
and the Eucharist are ways of enabling 
us enter into the story of salvation and 
know it to be our own.  It should also 
be a challenge to play our own part in 
the liberation of others.  The kingdom 
of God may not be of this world, but it 
must be reflected in this world. 
 There is just one more feature of 
this morning’s narrative I want to leave 
with you, a possible allusion to a 
prayer that may have been already in 
use when St John wrote his gospel.  It 
still appears today as one of the 
optional offertory prayers in Common 
Worship.  Remember the reference in 
the gospel to the gathering together of 
the scattered fragments of bread, so 
that nothing might be lost, gathered 
together into twelve baskets, symbolic 
of the 12 tribes of Israel and thus of 
the unity Christ creates, and of the 12 
apostles, chosen and sent as his agents 
in gathering all in one: 
  
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the 

hillside  
are now reunited on this table in bread 

and wine,  
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon 

be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth 

into your kingdom.  
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RRN CELEBRATES FIVE YEARS OF HELP TO REFUGEES WITH AN 
URGENT CALL FOR MORE HOMES 

Aisha (not her real name) is one of over 100 refugees whose lives 
have been transformed by the work of Hampshire based charity 
the Rural Refugee Network (RRN). Aisha was attending a 
secondary school in Syria, hoping to become a doctor, before the 
civil war and invasions of the country forced her family to flee for 
their lives.  An incredible 34,000 people a day are forced to leave their homes as a 
result of the civil unrest in the world, with more than half of the 21 million refugees 
in the world aged, as Aisha was, under 18. 
 Aisha's family spent years in temporary accommodation before they were 
brought to Hampshire under the UK Government's Syrian Vulnerable Persons 
Relocation Scheme. The RRN found the family suitable rented housing and since 
then they have been helped to master the language and overcome the trauma that 
we can barely imagine. Aisha obtained a scholarship to continue her studies and is 
now studying Biomediomedical Studies at University. Like so many refugees before 
her, she will be an asset to the nation and always grateful for the help and 
friendship she has found. 
 For five years RRN's small but dedicated group of volunteers have supported 
many families rebuild their lives in Hampshire after losing everything due to war. 
They have provided grants and other forms of support to many refugees, helping 
with business start-ups, professional trade tools, online training, education 
material, transport and much needed items including computer equipment. 
 Key to this has been the role that private landlords have played in providing 
homes for the families. The RRN is now urgently seeking a two or three bedroom 
home in the Havant area to help a family that has settled well, have great 
references from their current landlord who, for personal reasons, now needs to sell. 
 As one of our landlords, Stella, says: 'refugees make great tenants. They look 
after the home, and they get all the help they need to begin a new life and recover 
from their experiences. I charge less than a market rent but received help to set up 
the house and have RRN on hand to help. But most of all I get enormous 
satisfaction from meeting and getting to know some really nice people at an 
incredibly traumatic time in their lives.' 
 The RRN is now asking potential landlords to contact its Housing Manager, 
Andy, if they can help both urgently or at any time in the future. He can be 
contacted via operations@ruralrefugeenetwork.org and more information on the 
work of RRN can be found on its website www.ruralrefugeenetwork.org and in 
particular in our Newsletter section. 
 

Homes Needed 
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https://tinyurl.com/4bejtjbs
https://tinyurl.com/ysys4adw
https://tinyurl.com/4z5374vf
https://tinyurl.com/fvaz26sw
https://tinyurl.com/trs9tyaw
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Musical Matters 
Submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director 

THIS WEEK’S ANTHEM 

The Gospel reading last Sunday was St. John’s account of Jesus feeding 
the five thousand. The Gospel Reading this Sunday is St. John’s account of 
Jesus describing himself as “the bread of life”. So with that in mind, we 
turn our attention this week to the music of Sir Edward Elgar (1857 – 
1934).  

The most productive part of Elgar’s compositional career – 
from approximately 1880 to 1914 – coincided with an 
explosion of a British choral culture. During the earlier part 
of this period, one of Elgar’s jobs was as the organist at St. 
George’s in Worcester, at the time a Catholic Jesuit mission 
church. Elgar composed a number of pieces for the choir 

there, including a ‘Pie Jesu’ in 1887, better known today in its 1902 
revision as the Ave Verum Corpus. This is a simple and charming piece 
that shows Elgar’s proficiency in writing for four-part choir.  

Here are the choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge in action:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcAedAH_ynY  

I also recommend having a listen to some of Elgar’s other choral music, 
such as his thrilling setting of Psalm 29: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NXiThElaZBw  

ORGAN VOLUNTARIES DURING AUGUST 

The voluntaries during August (with the exception of the 22nd) will feature 
the music of the composer, organist and teacher Eric Thiman (1900 – 
1975).  

Eric Thiman was a prolific composer of church music and 
Piano and Organ works, and his craftsmanship and gift for 
melody were much admired. He was director of music at 
the City Temple in London and an advocate of amateur 
music-making. As an educator, he was a professor at the 
Royal Academy of Music, and he wrote many books on harmony, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcAedAH_ynY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXiThElaZBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXiThElaZBw
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Planning Ahead 
It is often good advice to plan ahead.  Have  you have given any thought 
to what you would like at your funeral?  It can be very helpful for family 
to know your wishes. 
 If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can 
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving 
you a copy for your records. 
 Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan 
02392 455161 or 07452 982287 

counterpoint and musical form.  

The voluntaries before and after the 9:30 services come from Eric 
Thiman’s Three Sets of Eight Interludes, which were published between 
1946 and 1952; and display his early 20th century tunefulness and 
grace. 

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 

We’re back to featuring the organ again for 
this week’s lunchtime concert, courtesy of 
organist Duncan Bradley, who is one of the 
organists at St. Michael’s Church in 
Southampton City Centre. Duncan has at 
least two links to St. Faith’s in that I was 
also part of the organist team prior to 

coming to St. Faith’s… and at St. Michael’s, Duncan has a dual role of 
organist and Licensed Lay Minister and trained with our very own Mike 
Fluck! Duncan will be playing a great programme, ranging from Bach to 
The Dambusters.  

Do join us in church if you can, or watch online via the St. Faith’s 
Facebook page on Wednesday 4th August, 12:30pm – 1:15pm... and do 
watch / re-watch the concerts that have already taken place since we 
restarted the series in June, they’ve all been brilliant in their own 
special way! 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS  
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We’re really looking forward to holding Holy Communion at St 
Nicholas, Langstone, this Sunday Morning (August 1st) at 8am!  It’s 
been a long, dry spell without worship in Langstone, and we can’t wait! 

Worship to recommence at Langstone! 

St Faith’s Shop - News! 
GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! 

 

We now have the technology 
(thanks to a Government grant) to 

apply gift aid to your donation.  
We can then add 25% of the value 
of what your gift sells for!  Ask us 

for details of how to register 
when you make your next 

donation! 
 

NEXT WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 

Friday & Saturday:  9.30 to 1pm 
 

 
DONATIONS NEEDED 

Please drop donations off at the shop during opening hours: 
(see above).  Kindly don’t leave them outside when the shop 
is closed.  We had to throw away a whole bag of books this 
week, because they had been soaked by the rain, even in a 
bin-bag! 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 1 August 

Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Hymn (565) 
Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) based on Psalm 103 

Tune: Praise, My Soul, John Goss (1800-1880) 

Psalm 88.1-10 
 

1  O Lord, God of my salvation, 
   I have cried day and night before you. 

2  Let my prayer come into your presence;  
   incline your ear to my cry. 

3  For my soul is full of troubles;  
   my life draws near to the land of death. 

4  I am counted as one gone down to the Pit;  
   I am like one that has no strength, 

5  Lost among the dead,  
   like the slain who lie in the grave, 

1. Praise my soul, the King of heaven! 
To his feet thy tribute bring: 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King! 
 
2. Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
Praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 

3. Father-like he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Widely as his mercy flows! 
 
4. Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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6  Whom you remember no more, 
   for they are cut off from your hand. 
7  You have laid me in the lowest pit,  
   in a place of darkness in the abyss. 

8  Your anger lies heavy upon me,  
   and you have afflicted me with all your waves. 

9  You have put my friends far from me 
   and made me to be abhorred by them. 

10  I am so fast in prison that I cannot get free; 
   my eyes fail from all my trouble.  

 
 

Hebrews 11.17-31 
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had 
received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he 
had been told, ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named after 
you.’ He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from 
the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith 
Isaac invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, 
when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, ‘bowing in worship over 
the top of his staff.’ By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention 
of the exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions about his burial. 
 By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his 
birth, because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not 
afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused 
to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-
treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. 
 By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he 
persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the 
Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the 
firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 
 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry 
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By 
faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 



 

28 

 
Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me.’ But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be 
a judge or arbitrator over you?’ And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions.’ 
 Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no 
place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! 
This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those who store up 
treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’  

 
 

Hymn (208) 
Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1710) 

Tune: Tallis’s Canon, Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585) 

1. Glory to thee, my God, this night 
for all the blessings of the light; 
keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
beneath thine own almighty wings. 
 
2. Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
the ill that I this day have done, 
that with the world, myself and thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 
 
3. Teach me to live, that I may dread 
the grave as little as my bed; 
teach me to die, that so I may 
rise glorious at the aweful day. 

4. O may my soul on thee repose, 
and with sweet sleep mine eyelids close; 
sleep that my me more vig’rous make 
to serve my God when I awake. 
 
5. Praise God, from whom all blessings 
          flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 


