
 

1 

 
Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 
and in partnership 

 

   The Corona Chronicle  
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

 

 26 August 2021 (Vol 69) 



 

2 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

The Diocese  
For Commissary Bishop 
Rob, & those selecting 

our next Bishop 
Our Parish & Community 

Especially resting 
teachers and pupils 

Those who have asked 
for our prayers 
Sue Titcombe 
Audrey Fryer 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Patrick Hounsham 
Olive Rush 

Brandon Taylor 
Angela Thompson 

Grace Skilleter 
The Recently Departed 

Terry Collins 
Roger Harrison 
Ralph Hollins 
Geoff Paffett 
Dot Edwards 

(Funeral at St Faith’s 
Thurs 2 Sept at 12:30pm) 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

26th Olive Mortley 
27th Michael Moore 

Henry Cutting 
 

SUNDAY 
0930 PARISH COMMUNION this week led by Canon 

Tom, preacher Emily Ashworth. Come in person 
(seated 1m apart with masks.  Or watch online: 
click here  to participate via Facebook) or 
www.stfaith.com (to only watch anonymously) 

1800:   EVENING PRAYER (via Zoom only-  click here) 
 

ALL DAYS (whenever possible) 
Mornings to Early Afternoon (approx.)—Open Church 

(for private prayer) except during services and 
concerts. 

 
MONDAY 

1500: TEA & CHAT (via Zoom -  click here)  
  

WEDNESDAY 
1230:  LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Peter Gould - Organist 

(formerly of Derby Cathedral).  
 Attend in person or watch online  
 

THURSDAYS 
1030:  TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Canon 

Tom. Attend in person or watch online.  
 

SERVICE SHEETS 
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and evening 
are printed at the rear of this edition of the Chronicle.  
Standard service sheets are available in church, or can 

be downloaded from here.  Complete copies of 
Sunday morning services can be downloaded from 

https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/ 
 

 CATCH-UP RECORDINGS 
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the fact 

on our Facebook page.  Just click here to view. 

The week ahead...at St Faith’s 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://stfaith.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://stfaith.com/livestreamed-services/
https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/?view_public_for=587306554721661
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St Faiths Shop currently has 

an opportunity for a 

supervisor to join our small 

but dedicated team. The role 

will be to help cover a period 

of sickness until further 

notice and possibly into the 

New Year.   

Minimum contract of 6 hours per week, plus additional cover (of 

Manager’s leave) as required 

We are looking for a strong team player who has excellent all round 

communication and people skills. 

Supporting and covering for the Charity Shop Manager, your duties will 

include supervising and training volunteers, refreshing stock and 

handling donations. Ideally you will be a problem solver with excellent 

customer service skills, who is flexible and keen to meet new 

challenges. 

Preferably you will be experienced in a similar role and you will have  

good IT, numeracy and literacy skills. 

To find out more, contact Clare Kennar (Charity Shop Manager) via 

email at clarekennar@gmail.com  

Applications close 3rd September 2021 

We are flexible on interview time and date for interviews in the week 

commencing 6th September.  

Prompt start for the successful applicant. 

Is this you? 
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St Faith’s Shop - News! 
 

WE’RE HIRING 
 

We’re looking for a Temporary Supervisor.  See the advert 
on the opposite page. 

 
GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! 

 

We now have the technology (thanks to a Government 
grant) to apply gift aid to your donation.  We can then add 

25% of the value of what your gift sells for!  Ask us for 
details of how to register when you make your next 

donation! 
 

THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 

 Please drop donations off at the shop during opening 
hours: (see above).  Kindly don’t leave them outside when 
the shop is closed.  We had to throw away a whole bag of 

books this week, because they had been soaked by the rain, 
even in a bin-bag! 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

We are in desperate need of jewellery, any unwanted 
necklaces, bracelets broches, etc, would be very 

gratefully received.  
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As things begin to open a little more we hope to be able to resume our usual 
levels of service to the community.  So if you are able to help with the many 
things that we have not been able to do but hope to soon please let us 
know.  They include: 

The Serving Team – contact Bruce Strugnell 02392 484435 

The Sides-persons Team – this would usually be one Sunday per month.  We 
try to have three people in church and two outside to welcome – contact 
Sandra Haggan 02392 455161 

The Refreshments After Church Team – this would usually be one Sunday 
per month, working in pairs.  When we do get back to proper cups there is a 
dish washer! – contact Sandra Haggan 

Church Stewards – this is weekday mornings 10-12 and when we are able 
we offer tea/coffee - contact Julia Hancock 02392 483808 

Lesson Reading (at 9.30 Services) - Michael Laird via Sandra Haggan 

Flower Arranging Team – we usually work in pairs – contact Sandra Haggan 

Church Cleaning – Second Saturday of the month –  the first session will be 
on Saturday 11 September—Sandra Haggan 

Welcomers for Ride & Stride 11th September – working in pairs, for a two-
hour slot – contact Sue Tinney 02392 421291/07743 143581 

Little Lambs – our toddler play and stay group – Friday mornings, we will be 
back after the summer holiday on Friday 10th September – contact Sandra 
Haggan 

Choir Members - We will be starting rehearsals in September.  See Graham 
Kidd after any 9.30 service.  All singers welcome - just a short test to check 
you can sing in tune will be needed! 

Livestreaming Team - for services 9.30am and 6.00pm on Sundays, 10.30am 
on Thursdays and other occasions.  Training would be given, to shadow one 
of those already trained. To be an apprentice studio technician. - contact. 
Tom Kennar 

If you are able to help or would like more information about any of the 
above contact the named person. 

Your Church STILL Needs You… 
from Sandra Haggan 
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MONTHLY INFORMATION 
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone 

  SEPTEMBER 2021 

Wilson Carlile, CH (1847–1942) was an English priest and 
evangelist who founded the Church Army and was 
a prebendary of St Paul's Cathedral, London. He is remembered in 
the Church of England with  commemoration on 26 September.  
 Known as "The Chief", Carlile inspired generations of 
evangelists. He first joined the Plymouth Brethren who met 
at Blackfriars in London and worked among young hooligans in 
that area. Soon he was confirmed in the Church of England, his 

father having joined some time before.  About this time, in 1875, Dwight L. 
Moody held his great rallies in Islington. Wilson offered his help. Ira Sankey, the 
musical director, recognised the young man's ability and placed him at the 
harmonium where he accompanied the singing of the huge crowds who came to 
hear Moody. Following this mission he went with Moody to Camberwell where he 
chose and trained the choir for the South London mission. Thus he gained a solid 
understanding of the techniques of evangelism and the part that music can play.  
 This knowledge would stand him in good stead when he became leader of the 
Church Army. He learned more from Dwight Moody than this. He learned the 
essentials of his new-found faith and became inspired with the ambition of 
becoming an evangelist. In time he joined the Church of England and then decided 
to take holy orders. He was accepted by the London School of Divinity and after 18 
months passed his examinations, having been ordained a deacon at St Paul's 
Cathedral in Lent 1880. Following this, he was accepted as a curate at St Mary 
Abbots, Kensington. Through his curacy, he wanted to reach people, including the 
guard at Kensington Palace, who had nothing to do with the church. Ordinary 
working people regarded the churches as "resorts of the well-to-do" (Charles Booth) 
and believed they would find no welcome within. Wilson wanted this to change and 
was determined to break down all barriers.  Since none of his efforts to bring 
ordinary people into his congregation worked, he decided to hold open-air meetings 
to attract folk as they passed by.  
 As time went on, he drew others to help him and people began gathering in 
such large numbers that the police told them to 'move on.' There were complaints 
and Carlile was told that his meetings would have to stop, but he was also 
encouraged to continue them elsewhere in a more appropriate spot.  Carlile 
resigned his curacy to devote his time to slum missions. His goal was to use the 
working person to help fellow workers, but to do so within the structure of the 
Church of England. Such work had already begun in a few other areas of England. 
Carlile wanted to co-ordinate all their efforts, so that trained evangelists could be 
sent to any parish where they were needed.  



 

8 

MONTHLY INFORMATION 
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone 

  SEPTEMBER 2021 

The British Pilgrimage Trust, formed in 
2014, is dedicated to reviving the idea of 
pilgrimage in Britain. A pilgrimage is 
seen as a journey, mainly on foot, to 
look for a new meaning in life, following 
a route to sacred places.  In ancient 
times hunter gatherers followed well 
worn tracks which grew to become 
pagan ritualized pathways.  In the 

medieval period many saw a pilgrimage as a ‘holiday’, an opportunity to take a 
journey to holy Christian places. (Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales).  It became a 
popular experience for monarch and for serf alike.  This all came to an end in 
King Henry VIII’s time when he, together with Thomas Cromwell, banned the 
idea.      
 Much of the infrastructure of the ancient pilgrim routes still remains in 
place.  The British Pilgrim Trust believes that it should not attempt to imitate the 
form of religious exclusivity.  Instead, the tradition can be adapted to the wider 
needs and beliefs of today.  It can become an active and/or a spiritual activity 
for anyone whatever their inclination, their background or their physical ability. 
 The Trust has produced details of the pilgrim routes throughout Britain.  
The newest trail which has been researched is The Old Way which is an ancient 
pilgrimage route covering the 250 miles from Southampton to Canterbury.  It 
has been re-discovered by William Parsons, a co-founder of the British 
Pilgrimage Trust.  He found an intriguing red line running between Southampton 
and Canterbury on the Gough Map, Britain’s oldest known map of c.1360. 
 The route passes Portsmouth and Havant, then Chichester, skirting 
Worthing, Brighton, Hastings and Folkestone before it reaches Canterbury.  The 
British Pilgrimage Trust has produced an on line guide with full details of the 
route and has broken the journey down into 38 half-day sections so that it is 
easy to take just part of the pilgrimage.  The route includes way points from the 
Gough Map and it aims to travel on footpaths and not roads. It includes heritage 
and holy places and notes areas of interest for nature and for beauty.  Bringing 
Pilgrimage right up-to-date, it is possible to follow the route on a smart phone.  
Full details about the Trust, other pilgrim routes and for further details about 
their work can be found at: britishpilgrimage.org. 
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MONTHLY INFORMATION 
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone 

  SEPTEMBER 2021 

Rector    Canon Tom Kennar  tomkennar@gmail.com 
(rest day: Monday)*      07881 025592 
Lay Pastor & Reader  Mrs Sandra Haggan  07452 982287 
(rest day: Wednesday)*  
Readers   Dr Michael Fluck  023 9247 7391 
    Mrs Jackie Brookfield  023 9246 2644 
Church Wardens  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
    Mr Clive Barnett  01243 389257 
Head Server   Mr Bruce Strugnell  023 9248 4435 
Administrator   Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Secretary   Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Treasurer    
Musical Director  Mr Graham Kidd  music@stfaith.com  
Captain Bellringers  Mr Bill Skilleter  023 9225 3802 
Safeguarding Officer  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Data Protection Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Health & Safety Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Stewardship   Mr Alan Hakim  023 9247 1681 
Electoral Roll   Mr Hugh Owen  023 9247 1204 
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman  023 9247 1241 
Pastoral Team Leader  Mrs Julia Hancock  023 9248 3808 
Children’s Society  Mrs Sandra Haggan  023 9245 5161 
Men’s Group   Mr Nick Saunders  023 9247 3922 
Mission Development  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
Finance Manager  Miss Ani Moore  financeofficer@stfaith.com 
General Manager  Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Caretaker   Mr John Glassett  07472 988098 
Shop Manager   Mrs Clare Kennar  07837 700891 
Shop Assistant Manager Mrs Jacqui North  07590 904010 
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West  07761 912617  
Website   Mr Colin Carter  webmaster@stfaith.com 

*Please observe these rest days 

 

CONTACTS 

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129 
Opening Hours: Closed until further notice 

Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for: 
All enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email:  office@stfaith.com 

Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:  
Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre 

Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
 

‘2021 Funloving Fundraisers’  
 
Your kindness and generosity will make a huge difference to the 
lives of the  vulnerable communities across the globe and never 
more so in this time of the pandemic when access to clean safe 
water has become ever more important.  The total raised so far, 
via my Just Giving page and individual cash donations is £450!!     
 
On behalf of World Vision, thank you very much for your 

support  
Sue Tinney, World Vision Ambassador, PCC Member 

(WV International) 

Thank you for Evensong 
Submitted by Jackie  Martin and Paul Utting  

On behalf of the Evensong Zoomers, as we approach our last Sunday 

of Evensong on Zoom, I would like to express our heartfelt thanks to 

Sandra who has hosted and led us over the last eighteen months every 

week, with the assistance of Karina, Jackie and Mike.  

 We have enjoyed this way of worshipping and have been 

pleased we have been joined by so many friend from other churches. 

Jackie and Paul 
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Visitors to a letter box 
Submitted by Marion Porter 

Here is a copy of a letter which I received, in a plastic bag, along with 

a birthday card in a rather tattered envelope, from a friend who lives 

in Sidmouth. 

Being a bit of a Luddite, I enjoy sending and receiving ‘real’ cards 

and letters from friends. However, I’m wondering if I should rethink 

my preference for ‘snail mail’ 
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A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar 
on Thursday 19 August 2021. 

 

Text:  Judges 11.29-end, in which 
Jephthah, a great warrior, makes a 
rash promise to God.  He swears that, 
if God will give him victory over his 
enemies, he (Jephthah) will sacrifice 
whatever or whoever comes to greet 
him on his return to his house.  To 
fulfill his vow, he ends up sacrificing 
his own daughter! 
See also Matthew 22.1-14 - Jesus 
parable of a King who throws a 
wedding banquet, and ends up 
inviting people off the street into the 
feast. 
 The Book of Judges contains 
the very grizzly story that we have 
heard just now.  Jephthah was a 
judge who presided over Israel for a 
period of six years, prior to the 
establishment of the Jewish/Israeli 
Monarchy.  He led the Israelites in 
battle against the nation of Ammon 
and, in exchange for defeating the 
Ammonites, made a vow to sacrifice 
whatever, or whoever would come 
out of the door of his house first on 
his return home. When his daughter 
was the first to come out of the 
house, he immediately regretted the 
vow, which would require him to 
sacrifice his daughter to God. 
Jephthah then carried out his vow. 
 What?!  Yes, really.  For such 
was Jephthah's primitive 

understanding of God.  It may seem 
incomprehensible to us, but he 
honestly and sincerely believed that 
God was the kind of God who would 
require such a sacrifice.  Not only 
that, but he clearly also thought that 
God could be persuaded to fulfil a 
man's desire, in return for a big 
enough bribe.   
 As I have taught, many times, 
context is everything when we 
approach the pages of 
Scripture.  Jephthah's understanding 
of God was extremely basic, and 
frankly rather badly formed.  The text 
itself gives us no clue that God 
himself approved of Jephthah's 
bargain.  There is no visiting angel, 
with whom Jephthah strikes his 
bargain.  God doesn't speak from the 
sky or through a dream or a prophet 
to say that he approves.  The bargain 
is entirely one-sided.  This is a 
desperate man, desperate to win a 
battle, making a rash promise (and 
then believing that he has to follow 
through with it, lest an angry God 
exacts some sort of punishment on 
him).  In addition, of course, the 
consequences for Jephthah's poor 
daughter are beyond horrendous. 
 The thing about Scripture, 
though, is that when we read it 
intelligently, we find that it also 
'reads' us.  We find ourselves 
mirrored on its pages, and in the lives 
of its characters.  I wonder whether 

Rash promises... 
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there is anyone here who, at some 
point in their life, has not looked to 
Heaven and been tempted to strike a 
bargain.  "Oh God!" we are tempted 
to say.  "If you would just get me 
through this exam, or job interview, 
or personal financial crisis - I promise 
I will go to church every Sunday from 
now on!".  The making of desperate 
rash promises seems to be hard-
wired into our human nature.   
 Regretfully, rash promises are 
rife within the everyday world 
too.  Marketing Managers are 
excellent at promising to 
revolutionise our lives with their 
latest product.  Politicians, especially 
around election-times, often make 
fantastic promises that they later find 
are impossible to fulfil.  Many who 
have watched the collapse of 
Afghanistan this past week have 
remembered the promises that were 
made 20 years ago, and wondered 
whether the politicians of that day 
were rather rash, or at least over-
ambitious, in what they promised. 
 It is easy to scoff at those 
whose understanding of God seems 
rather primitive to us.  But examining 
a story like that of Jephthah invites 
each of us to consider whether we, 
too, are sometimes rather guilty of 
forming God in our own image.   
 We each have our own mental 
picture of what God is like, don't 
we?  It's a picture that, in most cases, 
was formed in the Sunday School, 

usually taught by a well-meaning but 
often poorly educated Sunday School 
teacher - a volunteer, without 
theological training, who had relieved 
the rest of our congregation of the 
annoyance of children clattering 
around the Sunday morning 
service.  Such Sunday School teachers 
will have planted ideas about God in 
our heads which are hard to shift – 
especially if we haven’t done any 
theological thinking since we left 
Sunday School.   
 Our well-meaning (but 
ultimately flawed) teachers will have 
painted word-pictures of a God who 
created the world in six literal days, 
whatever the hard facts of Science 
have taught us.  He will be an angry 
God, who is capable of destroying his 
Creation in a Worldwide Flood, 
whatever the lack of evidence in the 
geological record.  He will be a God 
who can be persuaded to bend his 
purposes to accommodate our 
personal wishes and desires - if we 
only have faith, and pray even 
harder.  He will be a terrifying judge, 
who demands a blood sacrifice as a 
legal penalty for sin. 
 This, of course, is a very 
different picture of God than the one 
Jesus knew, and taught.  As we saw in 
today's Gospel reading, Jesus' God is 
the one who throws a banquet for his 
Son, to which he invites all those who 
the rich and powerful have left out in 
the street.  Jesus' God is not the 
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angry God of the Mountain, rumbling 
in the distance, but a Father who 
wants to live alongside his children, 
sharing his wisdom and love.   
 Yes, in the parable, there are 
also some deadly consequences for 
those who steadfastly reject God's 
love - his offer of a banquet - but 
these are consequences we bring 
upon ourselves.  The God of Jesus' 
parable has some darker tones in his 
character too - especially in the 
apparent finality of casting out of 
those who reject his offer of 
love.  Weeping and knashing of teeth 
are involved - and this is part of the 
complex mystery of God.  It's a 

mystery we do well to never assume 
we've fully understood.  But we must 
also be careful of turning to parables 
for absolute truth.  They are 
allegorical tales, not detailed 
theological treatises.   (And that's a 
whole sermon series, just there!). 
 May we never make the 
mistake of Jephthah; the mistake of 
assuming that we have understood 
all the great mystery of God.  May we 
always remain open, receptive, and 
anxious to understand more of who 
God truly is, and of how much God 
truly loves us, despite all our failings, 
and all our rash promises. Amen.   

 

Following Anne Grove’s retirement, we are looking for someone to 
provide up to 10 hours per week administrative support on a 

temporary basis for 2-3 months.  
Candidates should be confident with basic IT skills (email, Word, Excel) 

and should have good interpersonal skiils.  
Hours are flexible and we would expect the candidate to work from 

home (laptop provided).  
Pay is £10 per hour. Post available from 1st September or as soon as 

possible thereafter. 
Interested parties should contact: 

Reverend Andrew Sheard (joint Area Dean) on 
andrewf.sheard@btinternet.com. 

Havant Deanery 
Temporary administrative support 
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RIDE & STRIDE 

is coming 
SATURDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 

  
Please support St Faith’s by encouraging your family & 

friends to take part 
it’ll be great fun!! 

  
You can choose how to travel round the parish:- 

 
 “Ride” or “Stride” 
“Drive” or “Run” 

 
St Faith’s received a substantial grant from a previous “Ride and Stride” event 
for the restoration of St Faith’s banner by the Royal School of Needlework.  We 

are able to claim back 50% of the sponsorship funds you raise, (+ gift aid), 
which makes it a very worthwhile cause. 

  
Why not take photographs of your journey and e-mail them to -  

rideandstride@hihct.org.uk 

  
Please let me know by 1st September, if you plan to take part in 

Ride and Stride 2021 
  suetinney50@gmail.com 

   
  Sponsorship forms will be available in church or you can download here 

https://hihct.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/sponsorship_form.pdf 

  
Participant Forms can be accessed here 

Ride+Stride Participant Registration – Hampshire and the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust (hihct.org.uk)9 

  
(www.hihct.org.uk/hantsB.html) 

  

  
I need 1 more volunteer for the “Welcome Desk” for 2pm- 4pm.  

Can you help? 
  

A HUGE THANK YOU to those who have already agreed to 
“Welcome” the Riders & Striders. 
  

mailto:rideandstride@hihct.org.uk
mailto:suetinney50@gmail.com
https://hihct.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/sponsorship_form.pdf
https://hihct.org.uk/ridestride-participant-registration/
https://hihct.org.uk/ridestride-participant-registration/
http://www.hihct.org.uk/hantsB.html
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Havant Great Big Green Week  
and faith groups 

From 18-26 September, we’re hoping to see lots of events 
around the Borough, celebrating action on climate and 
sending a message to the politicians that we really care 
about the linked issues of cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions, protecting biodiversity and tackling waste and 
pollution. This is especially important as vital climate talks 
are taking place in Glasgow in November and we need lots of action to 
prevent more global heating.  
 Our Green Week is part of the country-wide Great Big Green Week 
https://greatbiggreenweek.com/ so we’ll be part of a huge national festival 
and events will be taking place around Britain. You can find lots of useful 

resources on their site.  
 We are really hoping that lots of 
faith groups will want to get involved.  
It should not be too hard to build an 
environmental theme into something 
you are doing already. Are you planning 
a Climate Sunday event or a coffee 
morning or display?  

 We have put links to lots of organisations and useful resources on 
https://havantclimatealliance.wordpress.com/2021/07/31/resources-on-
the-climate-for-faith-groups/  
 We have a number of events planned already including displays in 
the Meridian Shopping Centre, events at the Spring Arts Centre, a green 
coffee morning organised by the Mayor of Havant (at St Faith’s), a schools 
art competition and some walks, talks and cycle rides. The Church of the 
Good Shepherd is planning a Green Day on 25/9. Other churches are 
planning harvest events linked to the climate and Emsworth churches are 
holding an ecumenical service. 
 All our events plus guidance on organising one yourself (including 
publicity materials) are on the Havant Climate Alliance website https://
havantclimatealliance.wordpress.com/.   
 Do tell us your ideas now or contact us if you’d like to know more at 
havclimate@gmail.com 

https://greatbiggreenweek.com/
https://havantclimatealliance.wordpress.com/
https://havantclimatealliance.wordpress.com/
mailto:havclimate@gmail.com
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The Armour of God 
A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar 

on Sunday 22 August 2021. 
Text: Ephesians 6.10-20 

Have you noticed that over that last 
few weeks, the Lectionary keeps 
bringing us back steadfastly to the 
Gospel of John’s discourses, by Jesus, 
on the meaning of his flesh, his body, 
his bread?  It’s a quirk of the 
Lectionary that once in three years, 
these important passages (each with 
their own distinctive flavour) are 
drummed into our heads, week after 
week. 
 We have now heard sermons 
on the topic of Jesus’ bread and body 
from a wide range of thinkers, 
including Bishop John, the Rev'd Judy 
and of course my pride and joy, 
Emily Ashworth. I am tempted to add 
my distinctive vision of these 
passages to theirs, with yet another 
sermon on the topic this week – but I 
fear that some of you might walk out 
with a cry of ‘Not bread again!’). 
 There has, however, been 
another theme bubbling in the 
background of our lives in this past 
week, hasn’t there?  With the 
chaotic exodus of Western forces 
from Afghanistan, many of us have 
found our minds drawn to the plight, 
and the lot, of the common soldier.  
How many lives, we wonder, have 
been spent, or shattered by injury, 
for such apparently little gain?  And 
how must the families of such 

servicemen and women feel? 
 I cannot help but notice the 
irony that whilst soldiers have been 
so much in the news this week, the 
Lectionary places before us Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians – and 
especially his powerful analogy of 
the Armour of God.  So that is where 
I too will focus, this morning. 
 In this famous passage, Paul 
encourages the Christians in Ephesus 
to stand strong in the Lord, against 
all the wiles of the Devil, by dressing 
themselves in the metaphorical 
armour of God.  Let us set aside for a 
moment any debates about the 
reality versus the metaphor of the 
Devil.  Paul’s argument, which we 
cannot deny from our own 
observations, is that there are forces 
of evil abroad in the world.  Such 
evil, found among many rulers and 
authorities, results in corruption of 
the political class, on a worldwide 
scale.  Such evil breeds terrorism and 
warfare, from which the wealthy 
benefit while the poor die in ditches.  
Such evil breeds poverty, so that 
substandard homes collapse in Haiti, 
or billions go without a vaccine while 
we bask in our medical triumph. 
 Paul teaches his followers that 
the only defence against such evil is 
the whole armour of God.  ‘Stand 
therefore, with the belt of Truth 
fastened around your waist’.  This is 
the first of Paul’s arsenal against the 
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wiles of the Devil.  He want us to be 
open-eyed about the lies that we get 
told.  He wants us to prioritise Truth 
over lies.  But what kind of lies would 
Paul have had in mind, in his context, 
and in his time.  What, for Paul and 
for us, is not True about the world in 
which we live? 
 Well, for a start, it is simply 
NOT TRUE that warfare is the only 
way to solve conflict.  Might is not 
always right, either, whatever the 
Roman authorities believed.  ‘Come’, 
says the Bible, ‘Let us reason 
together’.  And later in the same 
book of Isaiah, we are offered the 
promise of swords being turned into 
ploughshares.   In Paul’s time it was 
Rome which dominated the world, 
using military might and superior 
numbers to conquer and subdue.  
But history tells us that the Roman 
project was not destined to last.  And 
neither will any Empire which uses 
violence as its means of 
control.  Rome's militarism was also 
the cause of its downfall.  
 It is simply NOT TRUE, either, 
that the possession of great wealth 
will bring you happiness.  One only 
has to observe the shattered 
marriages of our internet billionaires, 
or the substance addiction of a 
thousand Hollywood actors and 
London stock-market brokers, to 
know that true happiness is not 
found in owning stuff.  The Truth to 
which Paul refers is that we need to 
store our Treasure in heaven.  It’s the 

treasure of good deeds, of sacrificial 
lives, and of living simply.  We can 
store those treasures in Heaven, the 
realm of God, where there is neither 
rust nor moth, and where no thief 
can break in, to steal. 
 The lies of Military Might and 
Accumulating Wealth are but two of 
the lies we tell ourselves, and against 
which we must fasten about our 
waists the belt of truth.  But there 
are many more.  Our task is to sift the 
information we receive.  We need to 
be wise, and not fall for the lies we 
are told on a daily basis by the 
powerful, (and I would say evil) 
forces at work in our lives.  Refugees 
are NOT coming to steal our jobs – 
they are fleeing for their lives.  Poor 
people are NOT just unlucky – the 
systems of the world keep them 
poor.  Black lives are NOT less 
valuable than white lives.  Differently 
gendered people are NO less 
precious than straight ones.  And the 
Vaccine is NOT an attempt to re-write 
our DNA or inject us with microchips 
and the mark of the beast! 
 So that’s the first of the arsenal 
of weapons in the Armour of God - 
Truth.  Without it, and a continuous 
quest for it, we are truly lost.  But 
there are many other weapons in the 
arsenal – ranging from the 
breastplate of righteousness, the 
shoes of the Gospel, the shield of 
faith and the helmet of salvation.  
But there isn’t time to explore them 
all!  Let me instead encourage you to 
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think about them all, for yourselves.  
When you get home (or if you are 
already at home, online), open your 
Bible to Ephesians 6 (or take today’s 
service sheet home with you) and 
ponder for yourself what each of 
these weapons mean, for us, today. 
By all means debate them with me 
online, via Facebook or email.  I’d 
love to know what you think each 
one means. 
 My brothers and sisters, our 
world is in a mess.  The seas are 
rising as the forests burn.  New 
viruses are rampant, and the 
population is exploding.  War is still 
the default method of solving our 
differences, and the wealthy 1% are 

growing richer and richer.  Never 
before, in human history, was the 
Body of Christ more needed than it is 
right now.  Never before was there a 
more urgent need for us to graft 
ourselves onto the Vine of God.  
Never before was the whole armour 
of God more needed – truth, 
righteousness, the Gospel of peace, 
faith, salvation and the Spirit of God.  
These are the only remedy for the 
burning, dying world in which we 
live.  Let us then, with Paul, ‘make 
known the mystery of the gospel’.  
Pray that we, with Paul, may ‘declare 
it boldly, as we must speak’. 
Amen. 

St Faith’s Bookshop Open  
 

Come along and browse our 

second-hand books and choose a 

gem from the selection at  

The Pallant Centre. 

 

Fiction and non-fiction available. 

 

THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 
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Have you missed singing 
hymns during lockdown? 

submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director 

Looking for a new musical challenge as we come out of lockdown?  
 St. Faith’s Church Choir is (always) on the lookout for new 

members!!  
We are very lucky at St. Faith’s 
to have a fully robed, forward 
looking and very enthusiastic 
choir. The choir is affiliated to 
the Royal School of Church 
Music and members now 
proudly wear the ribbons of 
membership. The choir has in 
the past engaged in local RSCM 
events in the Diocese and has 
sung services at Portsmouth 
Cathedral while the Cathedral 
choir has been on holiday. 
 The choir encompasses 
singers with a range of 
experience and ability; and 

strives to be inclusive and welcoming in every way to any who may wish 
to participate, no matter their previous experience of singing. A full SATB 
choir of roughly 20 members, the choir is always on the lookout for new 
members to join and our choice of repertoire aims to enable all members 
to sing to the best of their ability. The church choir leads the congregation 
in both singing and worship, amplifying the mission of the Church for all 
to hear. Whether leading traditional hymns, or newer ones, the support 
of a good choir can bring the singing together in a very exciting shared act 
of worship. 
 We are indeed fortunate to have the wonderful English tradition of 
choral singing, from 800-year old Plainsong, to Tallis, right through to 
catchy numbers written very recently by John Rutter and Bob Chilcott.  
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 There is also a community side, in that a group of people who enjoy 
singing can get together to develop their skills in a Christian environment, 
working as a team to bring to life beautiful music, week by week.  
 Outreach and engagement are an essential part of any choir, and 
we are always keen for new members to join us. It is highly rewarding 
and fulfilling working as a team, and indeed a very social activity! 
 Being a member of any choir is certainly challenging, both 
technically and musically, and requires a great deal of commitment. The 
end results, though, are well worth the effort! 
 The typical life of a choir member at St. Faith’s involves the 
following commitments: 
 Friday 6.30pm-7.30pm: Rehearsal 
 Sunday 9.30am: Sung Eucharist (hymns, service setting, anthem) 
 Every 4th Sunday 6.30pm: Choral Evensong (with other singers from 

across the Havant Deanery and beyond!)  
 (Optional) 2nd Sunday 6:30pm: Sung Evensong (hymns, psalms and 

canticles sung to chants, no anthem)  
 We also occasionally have special services, such as the Civic service 
on Remembrance Sunday and the Rotary Club carol service. The choir 
may also sing at weddings, funerals and other such occasions. 
 We would ask that you attend as many of the regular services and 
rehearsals as possible, in order that you benefit musically from each 
rehearsal and are kept abreast of our exciting and ever-developing 
repertoire! We do realise that it’s not always possible to attend through 
work commitments and we can provide extra rehearsal materials if 
required. 
 So what do we actually sing? Hymns, anthems, various service 
settings, canticles and psalms. These all have their own individual 
challenges, but each member of the choir is supported and encouraged in 
producing a highly satisfying musical output.  
 If any of this sounds like it might interest you, come along and join 
in! Our first rehearsal since lockdown is Friday 3rd September 6:30-7:30 – 
no need to bring anything with you, apart from your vocal chords!   
 If you have any questions about anything musical at St Faith’s, 
please contact Graham at music@stfaith.com or come along and ask 
questions at one of our Friday rehearsals, or over coffee after a Sunday 
morning service! 

mailto:music@stfaith.com
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR SEPTEMBER 
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Morning Service - Sunday 29 August  

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
President & Preacher: Canon Tom Kennar 

Organist: Graham Kidd 
 

Processional Hymn (100) 
Words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959)  

Tune: Nun Danket (474)  Johann Cruger (1598-1662)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

1 Christ is the world's true light, 
its captain of salvation, 
the day-star clear and bright, 
of every race and nation; 
new life, new hope awakes 
for all who own his sway: 
freedom her bondage breaks, 
and night is turned to day. 
 
2 In Christ all races meet, 
their ancient feuds forgetting, 
the whole round world complete, 
from sunrise to its setting: 
when Christ is throned as Lord, 
all shall forsake their fear, 
to ploughshare beat the sword, 
to pruning-hook the spear. 

 
 

 

3 One Lord, in one great name 
unite us all who own you; 
cast out our pride and shame 
that hinder to enthrone you; 
the world has waited long, 
has travailed long in pain; 
to heal its ancient wrong, 
come, Prince of Peace, and reign 
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Readings 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy (4.1-2, 6-9) 

Israel is commanded to heed the laws of God, making them unique among the 
nations at the time (in having a complete set of just laws). 

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you 
to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the 
God of your ancestors, is giving you.  
 You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away 
anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which 
I am charging you. You must observe them diligently, for this will show your 
wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these 
statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!’  
 For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is 
whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and 
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
 But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days 
of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 

 
(Mark 7.1-8, 14, 15, 21-23 6.56-69) 

Jesus has an argument with the Pharisees  
about what constitutes obedience to the Law. 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were 
eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, 
and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus 
observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the 
market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they 
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.)  
 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’  
He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
“This people honours me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain 
do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.”   You abandon the 
commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’ 
 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, 
but the things that come out are what defile.’ For it is from within, from the 
human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these 
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’ 
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Offertory Hymn (503) 
Words: John Ernest Bode (1816-1874) 

Tune: Thornbury (689), Basil Harwood (1859-1949)) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hymn (574) 

Words and Music:  Brian Doerksen 

1 O Jesus, I have promised  
to serve Thee to the end;  
be Thou forever near me,  
my Master and my Friend;  
I shall not fear the battle  
if Thou art by my side,  
nor wander from the pathway  
if Thou wilt be my guide.  
 
2 O let me feel Thee near me,  
the world is ever near;  
I see the sights that dazzle,  
the tempting sounds I hear;  
my foes are ever near me,  
around me and within;  
but, Jesus, draw Thou nearer,  
and shield my soul from sin.  

3 O let me hear Thee speaking  
in accents clear and still,  
above the storms of passion,  
the murmurs of self-will;  
O speak to reassure me,  
to hasten or control;  
O speak, and make me listen,  
Thou Guardian of my soul. 
 
4 O Jesus, Thou hast promised  
to all who follow Thee,  
that where Thou art in glory,  
there shall Thy servant be;  
and, Jesus, I have promised  
to serve Thee to the end;  
O give me grace to follow,  
my Master and my Friend. 

  

1. Purify my heart, 
let me be as gold  

and precious silver, 
Purify my heart, 

let me be as gold, pure gold. 
 

Refiner’s fire, 
my heart’s one desire  

is to be holy, set apart for you, Lord. 
I choose to be holy 

set apart for you, my master, 
ready to do your will 

 
 

2.  Purify my heart, 
cleanse me from within  

and make me holy. 
Purify my heart, 

cleanse me from my sin, deep within. 
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Hymn (720) 
Words : Vincent Stuckey Stratton Coles (1845-1929) 

Tune (2): Meirionydd: William Lloyd  (1785-1852) 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

  God our creator, 
  you feed your children with the true manna, 
  the living bread from heaven: 
  let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage 
  until we come to that place 
  where hunger and thirst are no more; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 We pray thee, heavenly Father, 
to hear us in thy love, 
and pour upon thy children 
the unction from above; 
that so in love abiding, 
from all defilement free, 
we may in pureness offer 
our Eucharist to thee. 
 
2 Be thou our guide and helper, 
O Jesus Christ, we pray; 
so may we well approach thee, 
if thou wilt be the Way: 
thou, very Truth, hast promised 
to help us in our strife, 
food of the weary pilgrim, 
eternal source of Life. 

3 And thou, creator Spirit, 
look on us, we are thine; 
renew in us thy graces, 
upon our darkness shine; 
that, with thy benediction 
upon our souls outpoured, 
we may receive in gladness 
the body of the Lord. 
 
4 O Trinity of Persons, 
O Unity most high, 
on thee alone relying 
thy servants would draw nigh: 
unworthy in our weakness, 
on thee our hope is stayed, 
and blessed by thy forgiveness 
we will not be afraid. 
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Hymn (484) 
Words: George Duffield (1818-1888) 

Tune: Richmond (572), Adpt from Thomas Haweis (1734-1820) 

1 O for a heart to praise my God, 
a heart from sin set free; 
a heart that's sprinkled with the blood 
so freely shed for me: 
 
2 A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
my great Redeemer's throne; 
where only Christ is heard to speak, 
where Jesus reigns alone: 
 
3 A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
believing, true, and clean, 
which neither life nor death can part 
from him that dwells within: 
 

4 A heart in every thought renewed, 
and full of love divine; 
perfect and right and pure and good — 
a copy, Lord, of thine. 
 
5 Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart, 
come quickly from above; 
write thy new name upon my heart, 
thy new best name of Love. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer  

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 29 August 

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Hymn (99) 
Words: Fred Pratt Green (b.1903) 

Tune: Christe Sanctorum, Melody from ‘Paris Antiphoner’ (1681) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Psalm 119:1-16 

1 Blessed are those whose way is pure,  
   who walk in the law of the Lord. 

2  Blessed are those who keep his testimonies  
   and seek him with their whole heart, 

3  Those who do no wickedness,  
   but walk in his ways. 

4  You, O Lord, have charged  
   that we should diligently keep your commandments. 

1. Christ is the world’s Light, he and none other: 
born in our darkness, he became our Brother; 
if we have seen him we have seen the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 
 
2. Christ is the world’s Peace, he and none other: 
no-one can serve him and despise another; 
who else unites us, one in God the Father? 
Glory to God on high. 
 
3. Christ is the world’s Life, he and none other; 
sold once for silver, murdered here, our Brother - 
he who redeems us, reigns with God the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 
 
4. Give God the glory, God and none other; 
give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; 
give God the glory, God in Man my brother; 
Glory to God on high. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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5  O that my ways were made so direct  
   that I might keep your statutes. 

6  Then should I not be put to shame,  
   because I have regard for all your commandments. 

7  I will thank you with an unfeigned heart,  
   when I have learned your righteous judgements. 

8  I will keep your statutes;  
   O forsake me not utterly. 

9  How shall young people cleanse their way  
   to keep themselves according to your word? 

10  With my whole heart have I sought you;  
   O let me not go astray from your commandments. 

11  Your words have I hidden within my heart,  
   that I should not sin against you. 

12  Blessed are you, O Lord;  
   O teach me your statutes. 

13  With my lips have I been telling  
   of all the judgements of your mouth. 

14  I have taken greater delight in the way of your testimonies  
   than in all manner of riches. 

15  I will meditate on your commandments  
   and contemplate your ways. 

16  My delight shall be in your statutes  
   and I will not forget your word.  

 
Exodus 12:21-27 

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, select lambs 
for your families, and slaughter the passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, 
dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two door-
posts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of 
your house until morning. 
 For the Lord will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees 
the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that 
door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you 
down. You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your 
children.  
 When you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has prom-
ised, you shall keep this observance. And when your children ask you, “What 
do you mean by this observance?” you shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to 
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the Lord, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he 
struck down the Egyptians but spared our houses.” ’ And the people bowed 
down and worshipped.  

 
Matthew 4:23-5:20 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 
the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all 
the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 
epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds followed him 
from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, say-
ing:  ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  ‘Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. ‘Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth. ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness, for they will be filled. ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy. ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. ‘Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Blessed 
are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account.  
 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. ‘You are the salt of the 
earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no long-
er good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No 
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.  
 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these command-
ments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
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Hymn (636) 
Words: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900) 

Tune: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) 

 
         1. The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation, by water and the word; 
from heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride, 
with his own  blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 
2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued. 
 
3. ‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace for evermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longer eyes are blest, 
and the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest. 
 
4. Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we 
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 
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