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The Rector writes: 
This is my new toy.  Yes, I know, it 
doesn’t appear to have an engine!  
That’s because it has a battery.  This is 
part of my attempt to make some small 
changes which will be good for the 
planet.  (And yes, I also know that if I 
rode my pushbike I would use even less 
energy!).  For the past couple of years, 
all the electricity we buy, for the 

church, the Pallant Centre and the Rectory is all from sustainable sources. 
 We’re also pursuing the creation, wherever possible, of wildlife-
friendly environments.  For the last four or five years, we’ve been leaving 
areas of the churchyard to grow wild, and last year we warmly welcomed 
‘Green Gardner’, Martin Hampton, to plant ‘wild plants’ in the Pallant 
Centre’s borders.  In our latest effort, Martin is now turning his attention to 
the Rectory garden - and we’ve designated some areas for maximum 
species diversity.  (I’ll be delighted to show anyone who comes to the Mad 
Rector’s Tea Party from 4pm on Sunday!). 
 These efforts, of course, are on top of our support for the Repair Café, 
and the excellent work of St Faith’s Shop to ‘reduce, re-use and recycle’.  
And we’re very much looking forward to hosting the Mayor’s Big Green 
Coffee morning on Friday, as a prelude to next week’s activities of the 
Havant Climate Alliance.  (We’ll be displaying our Climate-based work in the 
Meridian Centre, and giving books about Climate Change to Bosmere school 
children.) 
 All this just goes to show that it is possible, especially working 
together, to make real and meaningful changes which will benefit us, and 
the wider planet.  So, have a think about what changes YOU could make! 

Canon Tom. 

Doing our bit for the planet... 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

The Diocese  
For Commissary Bishop 

Rob, & those selecting our 
next Bishop 

Our Parish & Community 
Schools and colleges in 
our two parishes.  Shop 
workers and health-care 

workers. 
Those who have asked for 

our prayers 
Sue Titcomb 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Patrick Hounsham 
Olive Rush 

Brandon Taylor 
Angela Thompson 

Grace Skilleter 
Benjamin Sawtell 

The Recently Departed 
Geoff Paffett 
Dot Edwards 

Wendy Wilbraham 
Geoff Robson 

Steven Howick 
Joy McMaster 

Anniversaries of 
Departed  

 16th Colin Gorman 
21st Stanley Jones 

22nd Margaret Manning 
Michael Stearne 

THURSDAY 16 Sep 
1030  TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Canon 

Tom. Attend in person or watch online (See Sunday 
links).  

FRIDAY 17 Sep 
1030 The Mayor’s ’BIG GREEN COFFEE MORNING’  

 
SUNDAY 19 Sep 

0800 Said HOLY COMMUNION 
0930 PARISH COMMUNION Leader & Preacher: Canon 

Tom. Come in person (seated 1m apart with masks 
if not in a bubble).  Or watch online: click here  to 
participate via Facebook) or www.stfaith.com (to 
only watch anonymously) 

1000 PARISH COMMUNION at St Alban’s (and online) 
1200 Said HOLY COMMUNION at St Nicholas, Langstone 
1600   The Mad Rector’s Tea Party at the Rectory (5 

Meadowlands, PO9 2RP).  Please walk or cycle if 
you can.  Parking for disabled badge users only. 

 
MONDAY 20 Sep 

1000 MONDAY CLUB in church 
1500 TEA & CHAT (via Zoom -  click here)  
1645 Funeral of Wendy Wilbraham (The Oaks) 

 
TUESDAY 21 Sep 

1030  TEA & CHAT in church  
1330 FRIENDSHIP GROUP (at St Alban’s)  

 
WEDNESDAY 22 Sep 

1230 LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Deb Henning-Vears and  
Lyndon Ford.  Attend in person or watch online (same 
links as Sunday) 

 
SUNDAY 0930 SERVICE SHEETS 

Hymns, readings and prayers are included at the rear of 
this Chronicle  Complete copies of Sunday morning services 
can be downloaded from https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/ 

The week ahead...at St Faith’s 
unless otherwise indicated 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/
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A Tribute to Reijer de Lange 
by Annelies Lewis (de Lange) 

Reijer, or 'Pa' as we (his children) used 
to call him, owned a small bakery/
patisserie in Delft, The Netherlands. The 
2nd eldest of 8 children, he took his 
responsibilities very seriously. 

His older brother wanted to be 
a teacher, so Reijer from a young age 
was expected to help his father run the 
bakery.  His dad used to say to him " 
you won't let your poor old father do all 
this work by himself will you?!" So 
Reijer worked all hours in the bakery 
and was soon showing real talent for 
creating beautiful handmade pastries, 
chocolates and bread rolls.  At Easter, 
no eggs were ever the same, as Reijer 
created each one.  So Reijer took over 
the bakery when his father needed to 
retire. He was responsible for 
supporting his parents who lived above 

the shop and his aunt and uncle.  He 
worked very hard. 

He was also a guardian for 11 
nieces and nephews, as 2 of his brothers 
and a sister had passed away. Those 11 
children (my cousins) were often at our 
house and they came on holidays with 
us too. 
The bakery was doing very well with 
delivering bread to customers, the shop 
and also the supply to small shops of 
tins of biscuits and fruit cake, all over 
the Westland. 

Then the World War II broke 
out.  Reijer was found to be unfit for 
action. He was to carry on with the 
bakery, which wasn't easy as supplies 
were hard to come by. People were very 
hungry and some couldn't afford to pay 
with money. So deals were done with 
some customers. One of those 
customers paid with real oak wood. 

 It was then that my father 
had an idea. To build a large cupboard 
for the living room. He designed and 
built a 3 door cupboard and carved it. It 
took him most of the war years to be 
able to build it, mainly because for 
some time, he, a vicar and another man 
had to be hidden in the 'secret' cellar 
under the living room. 

 After the war, the 
cupboard was finally finished and today 
it is proudly standing in my sister's 
house. She has kindly taken a picture of 
it to show you. He carved and built a 
lamp, a desk, an arm chair and a 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
30th October – 13th November 2021 

I am the Poppy Appeal organiser for Havant 
and Emsworth.  I really need more kind 
people to offer their time to man stalls in 
Tesco, Asda, Meridian Centre selling poppies 
and other Poppy Appeal items.  I would also 
like sellers to be in Park Parade and 
Emsworth.   
 I want to make this a really good year 
and raise as much money as possible. 

Money raised helps people of all ages who have served in the armed forces 
and are needing help after injury, illness and social problems.  Please contact 
me if you feel you can help. 

Anne Newcombe 02392 452473.  Email: newcombeanneowen@aol.com 

sideboard as well and making many 
other things of wood.  

 Reijer started to draw and 
paint with oil paint. He took some 
private art lessons and developed his 
own style.  He loved to paint portraits 
and copies of old masters. After his 
young nephew passed away aged 16, 
Reijer was asked to paint a portrait of 
him. After that painting, everything 
changed. My father didn't have enough 
hours to keep up with painting 
portraits.  The bakery was sold and 
then he could devote his time to his 
passion.   Every day he could be found 
in his studio upstairs. You knew he was 
there as he always whistled while 
painting.  Even on holiday, the sketch 
book and pencils came too, to sketch 
the countryside.  

In later life Reijer had an 
interest in painting icons. He loved 

working with gold paint. He sold many 
icons and other paintings at art 
exhibitions over the years. He also 
started teaching a group of over 60's 
how to paint with oil paint. He loved 
the classes very much and said there 
was real talent there. 

Reijer also taught himself to 
read music and play the piano. Even 
composing his own music.  
 When Reijer developed 
glaucoma, he didn't complain, but 
adjusted to it and used a magnifying 
glass to be able to paint small details.  
He carried on painting until the last 
year of his life. 

I have so much affection and 
respect for this kind selfless man who 
has looked after so many people in his 
life. He was my dad and my children's 
granddad.  

By Annelies Lewis (de Lange)  

mailto:newcombeanneowen@aol.com
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What follows is the text of a Talk 
given 20 years ago, at the Havant 
URC, by Angus Geddes - who in the 
decade prior had worked for the 
UN in Afghanistan.  This Talk was 
given one week before the 
invasion of Afghanistan.  Ed 

 
All the signs are that we are 

working up to military action 
against the Taliban.  In my view 
such action will have serious 
negative consequences for both the 
Afghanis and the campaign against 
terrorism. 

First it will disrupt the aid 
effort.  After several years of 
drought millions of Afghans are 
dependent on relief food supplies 
getting through.  In North Korea in 
the mid-nineties, the situation had 
some similarities: a breakdown in 
the food supply and government 
hostile to the West.  Two and a half 
million Koreans died of hunger, one 
in ten of the population of North 
Korea.  We must not let this happen 
in Afghanistan. 

Second, military action will 
add recruits to the terrorist cause, 
creating an international backlash 
in both the immediate and the long
-term.  The Pathans have a saying 
“Revenge is a dish best eaten cold”.  

We could be stirring up trouble for 
generations to come. 

Third, we can expect 
increased brutality from the Taliban 
against perceived supporters of the 
foreign attackers. 

Fourth, the civil war is likely 
to be widened and prolonged.  
After 22 years of war this is the last 
thing the country needs. 

Fifth, we will catch less Al 
Qaeda terrorists than we would if 
we got the co-operation of the 
Taliban in dismantling their 
organisation. 

So far we have issued an 
ultimatum to the Taliban to hand 
over Osama Bin Laden and his 
lieutenants, without providing any 
evidence of his guilt.  Were the 
British Government issued with 
such an ultimatum it would be 
illegal to comply.  The Taliban have 
continued to insist that they cannot 
hand over someone without 
adequate evidence.  Ultimatums 
are normally issued once 
negotiations have failed.  In this 
case no negotiations have been 
attempted.  Demonisation has 
blinded us to the possibility of 
negotiating with them to achieve 
our aims. 

 

A prophet in our midst? 
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An example of this 
demonisation, only reporting bad 
things about the Taliban  -  and 
there are plenty of bad things - has 
been the lack of response to the 
Taliban stopping opium production 
last year in Afghanistan.  Had we 
responded, as we should have done, 
with a large-scale aid programme to 
help the Afghans earn their living by 
legal means, we would now be in a 
much better position to influence 
the Taliban. 

UNDCP uses a carrot and stick 
approach to weaning communities 
off opium production.  The carrot of 
finance for development 
programmes, and the stick of 
destruction of their poppies if they 
fail to give up growing them.  The 
same approach could be tried with 
the Taliban.  We already have the 
stick of the loss of Pakistan’ support 
for their fighting forces.  Without 
this and no friends left they cannot 
win the civil war and achieve their 
dream of an Afghanistan governed 
solely by the Taliban.  If they are to 
survive they must come to some 
accommodation with the Northern 
Alliance and agree to participate in a 
more broadly based government. 

We can agree to recognise 
such a government emerging from a 
peace deal.  We can acknowledge 
the part the Afghan people played 

in defeating communist imperialism 
at the cost of one million lives and 
their remarkable feat in bringing 
poppy cultivation to an end in one 
season 

We can promise to respond 
with not just a large humanitarian 
aid programme but one for longer 
term development to rebuild the 
country too.  We can propose a trial 
of those against whom there is 
evidence of involvement in the 
attacks on America to take place in 
an international court with Muslims 
included on the panel of judges.  We 
can begin to take seriously the 1948 
UN Security Council resolution 
requiring India to hold a referendum 
in Kashmir so the Kashmiri people 
can decide who will rule them.  
Unless we do this the camps we 
close down in Afghanistan training 
Muslims to fight in Kashmir will 
spring up somewhere else. 

The Taliban are not all of one 
mind.  There are hardliners and 
more moderate leaders.  With this 
negotiating stance there seems to 
be some hope that moderates in the 
Taliban will prevail and the Taliban’s 
cooperation in dismantling Bin 
Laden’s terrorist network can be 
obtained.  

Angus Geddes  
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CARDBOARD BOXES NEEDED 
If you have any at home we are  in need of cardboard boxes 

(with flaps) large or small, to box up our bric-a-brac.  
Thank you. 

 
THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 

 Please drop donations off at the shop during opening 
hours: (see above).  Kindly don’t leave them outside when 
the shop is closed.  We had to throw away a whole bag of 
books recently, because they had been soaked by the rain, 

even in a bin-bag! 

St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop 

Thank you to all those who have donated 

books over the past few months. The 

bookshop has now been up and running 

for a few weeks and going well.  It is a 

very quiet space, 

where people can sit 

and read and children 

can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table 

to enjoy the books. 

If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.  

We have wide range of novels, and Non 

Fiction books. 
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Loving your enemies is hard 
work! 

A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar 
on Thursday 9 September 2021. 

Text: Luke 6.27-38 

Love your enemies.  Love your 
enemies?  It’s one of the more 
apparently batty statements that 
Jesus made, isn’t it?  I mean, surely 
we should batter our 
enemies?  When an enemy comes 
at you with an army, or a suicide 
bomb, or a nuclear missile, loving 
him isn’t going to be much of a 
defence is it? 
 It’s just this kind of namby-
pamby rhetoric from Jesus that 
gives religion a bad name, isn’t 
it?  Christians are so easily 
dismissed by a population who lived 
through the rise of Nazism, or who 
watched the Twin Towers 
fall.  People say to themselves ‘why 
on earth would I follow a religion 
which has such an impractical 
message at its core.  Love your 
enemies?  Preposterous! 
 But to dismiss Jesus’ teaching 
so contemptuously would be 
unwise.  History is full of examples 
in which conflict has ultimately 
been solved by Love.  The history of 
Europe is just such an example. 
After the First World War, the Allies 
imposed punitive sanctions on 

Germany.  The Allies had no love for 
their enemies.  War reparations 
were demanded from the German 
people, and as a result, their 
economy went into freefall.  The 
result was the rise of Adolf 
Hitler.  He tapped into the poverty 
of the German people, and their 
festering resentment against the 
Allies, to promise a rise to national 
greatness.  He promised to ‘make 
his country great again’ (where 
have we heard that phrase 
recently?).  
 After the Second World War, 
the victorious Allies realised, at last, 
that punishing Germany again 
would not achieve the aim of 
lasting peace.  Instead, the Marshall 
Plan was devised – by which the 
United States donated the 
equivalent of 5% of its total 
national income to the rebuilding of 
the shattered cities and lives of 
Europe – including what was then 
West Germany.  Whilst other 
political issues were also at play – 
such as the pushing back of 
communism – essentially the 
Marshall Plan was a practical 
attempt to ‘love enemies’, and to 
‘do good to those that have hurt 
us’.  The end result was the creation 
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the European Union, which - 
whatever you think about Brexit - 
has undeniably preserved peace for 
over 50 years. 
 Perhaps Jesus wasn’t such a 
crackpot after all?  Perhaps there is 
something to this message of radical 
forgiveness. 
 Jesus’ advice works on an 
individual level too.  How often do 
we hear stories of neighbour going 
to war with neighbour?  It’s usually 
over some trivial matter – at least at 
first.  I know people who have fallen 
out over paint colours, or the mis-
placing of a boundary marker, or the 
cutting down of a tree.  Hatred and 
enmity builds in these 
circumstances, as each side justifies 
their own bad behaviour towards the 
other.  Whole families can get drawn 
into such disputes…and sometimes 
whole communities. 
 Into such arguments, the voice 
of Jesus cries out. ‘Love your 
enemy!’ he pleads.  For he knows 
that the ONLY answer to the healing 
of such disputes is love.   
 But let no-one imagine that 
this is namby-pamby easy stuff to 
do.  It’s often much easier to roll 
with the hate…however much stress 
that induces.  It’s in our human 
nature to be compelled by conflict, 
motivated by it, energised by 
it.  Seeking the defeat of one’s 
enemy, even over the tiniest point of 

detail, is both stressful and 
exhilarating – all at the same time. 
 But it takes a truly courageous 
person to choose the path of 
love.  The loving path doesn’t seek to 
win.  In the words of St Paul from 1 
Corinthians 13, the path of love is 
patient and kind.  It doesn’t keep a 
record of wrongs.  It always 
hopes.  It always perseveres.  It 
always seeks the good of the 
other.  And it’s hard work. 
 Which is why we should all 
pray, constantly, for the strength, 
the wisdom, the fortitude and the 
commitment to love our enemies. 
Amen. 
______________________________ 
 
Some unconnected humour courtesy 

of Bill Jones. 
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Little Lambs is starting back this week and we 
like to serve the adult carers a slice of home 
made cake with their cup of tea.   
 If you can help, we only need one cake 
for each week. There is sign up sheet on the 
side-persons table in church.  If you feel able 
to make a cake it would be very much 
appreciated. 

Calling all cake-makers! 
A plea from Sandra Haggan 
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Our call as God’s people is to welcome 
the stranger, so you may also be interested 
in supporting some local organisations that 
can specifically help Afghan refugees and 
asylum seekers who settle in this area. 
Here’s a list of ways in which you can do so: 

Diocesan Fund for Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees: We are creating a fund to help 
those who can support refugees and asylum seekers, working with partner 
organisations such as the Rural Refugee Network, Hope into Action, Friends Without 
Borders and the British Red Cross, – the latter two jointly run a drop-in centre in All 
Saints Church, Portsmouth, for asylum seekers and refugees. These organisations 
have vast experience in helping people practically, emotionally and legally. We’ll 
work with them to get any funds you raise to the right place, specifically to help in 
areas such as housing for Afghans who are seeking to resettle in this area. If you 
would like to make donations to this fund, click here for further details. 

Direct support: You are very welcome to make direct payments to the Rural 
Refugee Network, Hope into Action, Friends Without Borders, and the British Red 
Cross, without going through the diocesan fund. Many national organisations are also 
raising funds, including Oxfam, Save the Children and Christian Aid. 

Donations of goods: You may wish to collect specific household items that will 
help those people who are offered accommodation in Hampshire. Community First in 
Hampshire are asking for donations including nappies, coats, clothing, underwear, 
blankets, adults shoes, mobile phone chargers and new or refurbished laptops to 
help families keep in touch with loved ones. More details are here. 

Foster carers: those children who are unaccompanied refugees and asylum 
seekers may need carers to foster them. If you are in a position to help, do contact 
your local authority foster team, in Hampshire, Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight. 

Become informed: these issues are complex, and there is often understandable 
confusion, even in our church congregations, about why and how support is given to 
those who arrive in the UK from other countries. Use the material in the Church of 
England toolkit, to understand key facts and theological reasons for being involved, 
check out the government website and the Portsmouth City of Sanctuary website. Do 
consider whether your congregation can campaign on these issues, using some of 
the resources available. 

Pray: you will, of course, already have been praying for the situation in 
Afghanistan, and for the safety of all those at risk. Do continue to use the prayer 
resources available from organisations such as Christian Aid, Open Doors and the 
Church of England in your worship services, prayer meetings and private devotions. 

Help for Afghan Refugees 
From the Diocese of Portsmouth 

https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=0feee96a59&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7a682d2c44&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7261e0c606&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7261e0c606&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=a9a78e6b97&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=45e4f297d9&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=906042da65&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=906042da65&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=d7d1b5d7d8&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=b700516614&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=22e7279cb4&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=22e7279cb4&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=6a876d3275&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=fe6796a902&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=51926f0262&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=35980c8f8e&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=35980c8f8e&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=a62370e536&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=eae9a46d86&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=72185f78e6&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=ac48f2e605&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7f99e694b6&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7f99e694b6&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=d87cbc48fb&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=3391f50a70&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=6ffa93d171&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=25ae2d5aa0&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=f3b680ff1d&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=b4ff2b3f4b&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=b4ff2b3f4b&e=12d36059e1
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Keeping Faith 

 
There were these ladies from Hayling 

whose faith was never failing! 
When they went to church 

they weren’t left in the lurch 
as Tom’s arms could be seen flailing. 

So they go inside and find a pew, 
and make sure they have an excellent view 
of the resident choir who so sweetly sing, 

Their voices up to God doth ring. 
 

But first they must put on that mask. 
It has become an onerous task! 

Sandra will show them the anti-bac 
of this there certainly is no lack. 

Then they must pick up the ‘Chronicle’ news 
with its many snippets on which to muse. 

 
Lunchtime concerts of organ recitals 

pieces you’ve heard but can’t name their titles 
Graham is on hand to solve the mystery 

and maybe give you a little history? 
It’s not all organ - there has been brass, 

even the flugelhorn can surpass. 
Whatever your taste in music be, 

there will always be something in whatever key. 
 

So now you’ve done the important part 
and the morning service soon will start. 

The bells are ringing after such a long time 
of being muted - it was such a crime! 

Keeping Faith 
By Celia Bird 
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Then Tom appears with the big book. 
It’s a signal to stand and towards him look. 

Good morning ! Good morning ! he greets his fold 
and those online are definitely sold! 

As his voice is perfectly clear and rich 
unless there is a technical hitch! 

At least those present can now sing the first hymn, 
It was so frustrating not to join in. 

 
Tom’s sermons always go down well. 

His West Country accent you can always tell. 
He never preaches far too deep 

as he knows we would probably fall asleep! 
It is time to grant each other peace 

by waving to each other while the handshake doth cease. 
Covid has changed all of this 

and safety comes first, so not even a kiss! 
Even the ‘streamers’ can be in on the act, 

‘Cos they still need to feel, part of the pack. 
 

At Communion the choir sing a well known hymn 
which is quieter than the one that didst begin. 

Which was ‘God is working his purpose out’ 
or ‘God is walking his porpoise out ‘! 
And after the notices have been said 

And the marriage banns have been read 
We are then told to ‘Go in peace and serve the Lord’ 

‘In the name of Christ’ AMEN. 
 

       Celia Bird 
 

Thank you for your wonderful poem, Celia!  Ed. 
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But who do you say that I 
am? 

A sermon from Lay Pastor Sandra 
Haggan on Sunday 12 September 

2021. 

James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38 
But who do you say that I am? And 
you? And you? 
I’d like to tell you a story: 

Several years ago a group of 
computer salesmen from Milwaukee 
went to a regional sales convention 
in Chicago.  They assured their wives 
that they would be home in plenty 
of time for dinner.  But with one 
thing or another the meeting ran 
overtime so the men had to race to 
the station, tickets in hand.  As they 
barrelled through the terminal, one 
man (the man telling the story) 
inadvertently kicked over a table 
supporting a basket of apples.  
Without stopping they all reached 
the train and boarded it with a sigh 
of relief.  All but one.  He paused, 
got in touch with his feelings, and 
experienced a twinge of 
compunction for the boy whose 
apple stand had been overturned.  
He waved goodbye to his 
companions and returned to the 
terminal.  He was glad he did.  The 
ten-year-old boy was blind. 

The salesman gathered up 
the apples and noticed that several 
of them were bruised.  He reached 
into his wallet and said to the boy.  

“Here please take this ten dollars for 
the damage we did.  I hope it didn’t 
spoil your day.”  As he started to 
walk away the bewildered boy called 
after him, “Are you Jesus?” 
 He stopped in his tracks and 
wondered.  

It makes me think of the 
words of Teresa of Avila, “Christ has 
no body now but yours. No hands, 
no feet on earth but yours. Yours are 
the eyes through which he looks 
compassion on this world. Yours are 
the feet with which he walks to do 
good. Yours are the hands through 
which he blesses all the world. Yours 
are the hands, yours are the feet, 
yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but 
yours.” 

This is the middle of Mark’s 
Gospel, the hinge point, the turning 
point, until now, Jesus has been a 
doer – teaching, healing and 
performing miracles but now things 
begin to change and Jesus talks 
about great suffering – being done 
to.  When Jesus healed those with 
unclean spirits, the unclean spirits 
knew who Jesus was and after the 
first healing of one like this Jesus 
would not allow the demons to 
speak because they knew who he 
was. “But who do you say that I 
am?” 
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And as often is the case in 
Mark’s gospel, Peter seems to be 
the spokesman for the disciples, he 
was among the first to be called and 
his name appeared first in the list of 
the twelve.  Impetuous Peter just 
jumps straight in, and answered 
“You are the Messiah.”  Sometimes 
we have “You are the Christ.”  Both 
Masiah in Hebrew and Christos in 
Greek mean the same “the anointed 
one”. The promised deliverer of the 
Jewish nation prophesied in the 
Hebrew Bible. A king like David who 
would restore justice and the good 
fortunes of God’s people.  It is likely 
that some people identified Jesus as 
just such a Messiah. The disciples 
were sternly ordered not to tell 
anyone about him. 

Jesus began to teach them 
about how the Son of Man (the last 
time Mark used this phrase was 
back in chapter 2 but now he will 
use it many times) must undergo 
great suffering, be killed and after 
three days rise again.   

Peter takes Jesus aside to 
speak but Jesus then uses his reply 
to teach them all.  It is worth noting 
that the story that immediately 
precedes todays reading which we 
have not heard is a how some 
people brought a blind man to Jesus 
for healing.  Jesus takes him out of 
the village puts saliva on his eyes – 
“Can you see anything?” The man 
said he could see people, but they 
look like trees walking. Jesus laid his 

hands on his eyes again and the 
man’s sight was restored and he 
sees everything clearly. Jesus also 
takes the disciples away from the 
crowds, in both cases he tells them 
not to tell anyone about him.  Both 
stories are in two stages.  The blind 
man sees people, but they look like 
trees walking, the crowds see Jesus 
and they think he is a prophet and 
so when Jesus asks the disciples 
“But who do you say that I am?” – 
Peter is straight in there.  “You are 
the messiah.”  But when Jesus says 
that the Son on Man must undergo 
great suffering and be killed well 
this was a shock. 

The letter of James and the 
Gospel reading ‘if you want to 
become followers etc.. for the sake 
of the gospel.’ are connected by 
communication  We all make 
mistakes there was only one person 
who was perfect, that role has 
gone, we can only do our best. 
 Peter fails to see that God’s 
way is different from the world’s, 
and we know that Peter went on to 
make other mistakes – but he is not 
rejected as a disciple and neither 
are we.  God wants us to learn from 
our mistakes. 

In our immediate world of 
instant communication, there are 
dangers of emailing, tweeting (if 
you do that sort of thing) and 
Facebook. Before we have time to 
think, instant reactions can be 
regretted.  Sometimes it helps us to 
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prepare to send an email but often 
best to sit on it a day or two before 
we make the decision to press send. 

Jesus responds by talking 
about his followers taking up their 
cross – not his but theirs, and ours. 
For many of us, most of us 
probably, this cost of discipleship 
will not be onerous. But there are 
Christians all over the world who 
suffer horribly for their faith. – as a 
follower, a disciple we are called to 
share the gospel, the good news, to 
stand up for what we know to be 
right.  That can be hard to speak 
out, to have a different voice but 
there are times we know this is 
what we must do.  And in this mini 
season of creation and the up and 
coming Climate Conference there is 
indeed plenty. 

On Thursday evening while 
looking through some of my family 
history bits of old photographs and 
paper work I came across this piece 
of writing, which I do not remember 
seeing before.  I would guess 
written in the early 1900’s. I think it 
might be my great grandfather - the 
chappie I have mentioned before 

who had glaucoma and heard God 
telling him that he should look up at 
the sun, which he did and he could 
see the glaucoma had gone.  This is 
clearly just a small part what he 
wrote...it says ‘5’ at the top.  I could 
not quite believe my eyes: 
 “You must not be ashamed of 
being thought a Christian, for if we 
are ashamed then Christ will be 
ashamed of us.  He has done more 
for us than we are called to do to 
Him. So I beg of you to do your 
utmost in the strength of Christ to 
overcome the temptations that will 
beset you through the present year 
……..” 
 But who do you say that I am? 
“Christ has no body now but yours. 
No hands, no feet on earth but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through 
which he looks compassion on this 
world. Yours are the feet with which 
he walks to do good. Yours are the 
hands through which he blesses all 
the world. Yours are the hands, 
yours are the feet, yours are the 
eyes, you are his body. Christ has no 
body now on earth but yours.” 
Amen. 

REMEMBER THE KEY (to reading the Bible) 
 

1) The CONTEXT of the original story or text.  What was going-on in 
history at the time? 

2) The CONTEXT of the writer of the story or text.  What was 
happening in their life (and the lives of their intended-readers)? 

3) The CONTEXT in which we are reading it now.  What is God saying 
to US as we read these ancient words in our own time and place. 
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More events at St Faith’s 
 

Coffee Mornings are coming back  
Our first monthly Coffee Morning will be back on Saturday 2nd 
October 10-12 noon and an extra on Saturday 25th September 
when our Bell Ringers will be hosting a MacMillan Coffee 
Morning 10-12 noon.   We look forward to welcoming you to 
these events. 

If you have one of the Children's Society collection boxes please 
could you bring it to church so that we can send the monies off 
to The Children's Society.  If you do not have a box but would 
like one to collect your change and support this excellent 
charity do let me know.            Sandra Haggan 
 

Pauline will be in the office on Thursday mornings 9am to 12am 
when the office will be open. Please wear a mask before 
entering and keep a 1metre distance, thank you. 
 
 

There will be an 8 o'clock service in St. Faith's this coming 
Sunday (19th September), AND a 1200 service at St Nicholas, 
Langstone - both intended to provide a mid-month opportunity 
to worship in a smaller, quieter manner than our 9.30, main 
services, sometimes afford.  We look forward to see some of 
you at these services! 

The Children's Society 

Parish Office open on Thursday mornings 

New Services this Sunday 
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The Pastoral Centre is back! 

 

At the Methodist Church, Petersfield Road 

Next to Havant Health Centre 

 

We’re looking forward to giving you a warm  

welcome back when we reopen on: 
 

20th September 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to midday 

Come and find peace, friendship  

– and a great cup of tea! –  

any day of the week. 
 

People matter – YOU matter! 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR SEPTEMBER 
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Morning Service - Sunday 16 September 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
President & Preacher: Canon Tom Kennar 

Organist: Lyndon Ford 
 

Processional Hymn (413) 
Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953). 

Tune: Slane, Traditional Irish Melody  

Collect 
  O Lord, we beseech you mercifully  
  to hear the prayers of your people  
  who call upon you;  
  and grant that they may both perceive and know  
  what things they ought to do,  
  and also may have grace and power  
  faithfully to fulfil them;  
  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
  who is alive and reigns with you,  
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

1 Lord of all hopefulness,    3 Lord of all kindliness, 
Lord of all joy,     Lord of all grace, 
whose trust, ever childlike,   your hands swift to welcome, 
no cares could destroy,    your arms to embrace, 
be there at our waking,    be there at our homing, 
and give us we pray,    and give us we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord   your love in our hearts, Lord, 
at the break of the day.    at the eve of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness,    4 Lord of all gentleness, 
Lord of all faith,     Lord of all calm, 
whose strong hands were skilled,  whose voice is contentment, 
at the plane and the lathe,   whose presence is balm, 
be there at our labours,    be there at our sleeping, 
and give us, we pray,    and give us we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord,  your peace in our hearts, Lord, 
at the noon of the day.    at the end of the day. 
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Reading 
A reading from the letter of James (3.13 - 4.3,7-8a) 

James offers questions for the Christian community. 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  
 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder 
and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace 
of partiality or hypocrisy.  
 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 
peace. Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do 
they not come from your cravings that are at war within you?  
 You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you 
covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.  
 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

 
(Mark 9.30-37) 

Jesus challenges the jealousy between the disciples. 
 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone 
to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is 
to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after 
being killed, he will rise again.’  
 But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask 
him. Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, for on 
the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.  
 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be 
first must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.’ 
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Offertory Hymn (225) 
Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) 

Tune: Regent Square, Henry Smart (1813-1879) 

Hymn (456) 
Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) alt. v.3 Michael Forster (b. 1946) 

Tune: Rockingham, Edward Miller (1735-1807) 

1. God of grace and of glory,   3. Cure thy children’s warring madness, 
on thy people pour thy pow’r;   bend our pride to thy control; 
now fulfil thy Church’s story;   shame our wanton selfish gladness, 
bring her bud to glorious flow’r.  rich in goods and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour.   lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 
2. Lo, the hosts of evil round us   4. Set our feet on lofty places, 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways;  gird our lives that they may be 
from the fears that long have bound us armoured with all Christlike graces 
free our hearts to faith and praise.  as we set your people free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days.   lest we fail the world or thee. 

   1. My God, and is thy table spread,   
   and does thy cup with love o’erflow? 
   Thither be all thy children led, 
   and let them all thy sweetness know. 
    
   2. Hail, sacred feast, which Jesus makes! 
   Rich banquet of his flesh and blood! 
   Thrice happy all, who here partake 
   that sacred stream, that heav’nly food. 
 
   3. What wondrous love! What perfect grace, 
   for Jesus, our exalted host, 
   invites us to this special, 
   who offer least and need the most. 
 
   4. O let thy table honoured be, 
   and furnished well with joyful guests; 
   and may each soul salvation see, 
   that here its sacred pledges tastes. 
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Hymn (38) 
Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

Tune: O Waly Waly, English Traditional  

 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
  Almighty God,  
  you have taught us through your Son  
  that love is the fulfilling of the law:  
  grant that we may love you with our whole heart  
  and our neighbours as ourselves;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

   1. An upper room did our Lord prepare 
   for those he loved until the end: 
   and his disciples still gather there, 
   to celebrate their risen friend. 
 
   2. A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: 
   to share his bread, his loving cup. 
   Whatever burdens may bow us down, 
   he by his cross shall lift us up. 
 
   3. And after supper he washed their feet 
   for service, too is sacrament. 
   In him our joy shall be made complete 
   sent out to serve, as he was sent. 
 
   4. No end there is! We depart in peace, 
   he loves beyond our uttermost: 
   in ev’ry room in our Father’s house  
   he will be there, as Lord and host. 
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Hymn (104) 
Words and music: George Smart (1776-1867) 

Tune: Wiltshire. 

 

 
 

  1. Through all the changing scenes of life, 
  in trouble and in joy, 
  the praises of my God shall still 
  my heart and tongue employ. 
 
  2. O magnify the Lord with me, 
  with me exalt his name; 
  when in distress to him I called, 
  he to my rescue came. 
 
  3. The hosts of God encamp around 
  the dwellings of the just; 
  deliv’rance he affords to all 
  who on his succour trust. 
 
  4. O make but trial of his love: 
  experience will decide 
  how blest are they, and only they, 
  who in his truth confide. 
 
  5. Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
  have nothing else to fear; 
  make you his service delight, 
  your wants shall be his care. 
 
  6. To Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
  the God whom we adore, 
  be glory as it was, is now, 
  and shall be evermore. 
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@CofEPortsmouth magazine  
– Autumn edition 

 
The latest edition of our Diocesan magazine @CofEPortsmouth is now 

out. Pick up your copy at St Faith’s or St Alban’s.  This edition in-
cludes features on: 

 how refurbishments of our church buildings are helping to cement 
their status at the heart of communities; 

 how local churches are providing homes for the homeless, asylum 
seekers and victims of domestic abuse; 

 the launch of a new church plant that aims to attract families; 

 the worshipper whose faith blossomed during the pandemic….and 
much more. 

 

You can also read the magazine online at portsmouth.anglican.org/
magazine. 

https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=9b25f2121d&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=9b25f2121d&e=12d36059e1

