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The Chronicle 
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

 23 September 2021 (Vol 73) 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

 

On Friday we were 
delighted to host ‘Mayor 
Rosie’s Big Green Coffee 

Morning’.  
 

Then on Tuesday we 
presented 20 copies of a 

book called ‘Climate 
Chaos’ to Bosmere School 

(one for each class, and 
eight for reading groups).  
These were presented on 

our behalf by Sue James of 
the Havant Climate 
Alliance (as she had 

inspired us to make the 
gift).   

 
We are also part of a week

-long exhibition in the 
Meridian Centre, detailing 
what St Faith’s is doing for 

the environment in our 
churchyard.   

It’s good to be Green! 

A very Green week! 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

 
The Diocese  

For Commissary Bishop 
Rob, & those selecting our 

next Bishop 
 

Our Parish & Community 
And our growing link with 

St Alban’s 
 

Those who have asked 
for our prayers 

Sue Titcomb 
Marlene Sharpe 

Tim McCann 
Ian Dillow 

Veronica Holder 
Patrick Hounsham 

Olive Rush 
Brandon Taylor 

Angela Thompson 
Grace Skilleter 

 
The Recently Departed 

Wendy Wilbraham 
Geoff Robson (Funeral 

Tuesday 12 Oct at 
1.30pm) 

Steven Howick 
Joy McMaster 

 
Anniversaries of 

Departed  
24th Albert Elmes 
30th Wyn Clinnick 

THURSDAY 23 Sep 
1030  TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Rev’d Tim 

Schofield (recently retired Precentor of Chichester 
Cathedral). Attend in person or watch online (See 
Sunday links).  

FRIDAY 24 Sep 
1000 Macmillian Coffee Morning at ‘The Mews’ (Langstone 

High Street) 
 

SATURDAY 25 Sep 
1000 Bellringer’s Coffee Morning - for Macmillan.  

 
SUNDAY 26 Sep 

0930 PARISH COMMUNION Leader & Preacher: Rev’d Judy 
Henning. Come in person (seated 1m apart with 
masks if not in a bubble).  Or watch online: click here  
to participate via Facebook) or www.stfaith.com (to 
only watch anonymously) 

1000 PARISH COMMUNION at St Alban’s (and online) 
1430 Lyndon Ford Concert on the new organ of Havant 

United Reformed Church 
1646  Rehearsal for Choral Evensong - all singers welcome! 
1830   CHORAL EVENSONG - Led by: Canon Tom 

 
MONDAY 27 Sep 

NOTE:  Tom and Clare on Leave this week 
1000 MONDAY CLUB in church 
1500 TEA & CHAT (via Zoom -  click here)  

 
TUESDAY 28 Sep 

1030  TEA & CHAT in church  
1330 FRIENDSHIP GROUP (at St Alban’s)  

 
WEDNESDAY 29 Sep 

1230 LUNCHTIME CONCERT - David Oldfield - Organist.  
Attend in person or watch online (same links as Sunday) 

 
SUNDAY 0930 SERVICE SHEETS 

Hymns, readings and prayers are included at the rear of this 
Chronicle  Complete copies of Sunday morning services can be 

downloaded from https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/ 

The week ahead...at St Faith’s 
unless otherwise indicated 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/
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A letter from Rev'd Bill Stillwell  
(retired Methodist Minister)  

Hi all 
 
Advent Bible Study 
 
In better times I've been in the habit of leading small, informal, Bible studies in 
people's homes for DEC and Bedhampton Methodists. In recent months I've led a 
couple of Bible studies via Zoom, which have attracted up to 20 people from a 
wide variety of churches. 
 
I'm wondering if there might be a call for combining these two formats as follows. 

1.  Arrange a face-to face Bible study in a venue large enough for us to comply 
with current Covid guidelines, including distancing. I would hope that such a 
venue could still be relaxed, comfortable and informal. 

2. Provide a Zoom link for people at home to take part in that face-to-face 
Bible study. 

 
This, then, is a 'survey' to see if people would like me to pursue the idea. Although 
I'm contacting you either through your connections with CTHB or with DEC, this is 
just my own idle thought for which neither of those groups should be held to 
carry the can! 
 
It would be very helpful if you could let me know: 
-    would you be interested in such a Bible study, whether you'd be thinking of 

joining us in person or via Zoom? 
-   if you think you'd like to join us, would you prefer it to be in a morning, 

afternoon or evening? 
Don't worry about replying if you feel this wouldn't be the right sort of thing for 
you. 
 
If there is a call for this venture, I'd look to planning a study for Advent, which is 
only a couple of months away. In the meantime - keep well, keep hopeful, keep 
thankful.  

All the best 
Bill 

(Just when you thought you'd seen the last of me!)  
 

Please reply to Bill at  revbill@virginmedia.com 
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Some 20 years or so ago, possibly 
more, I was working in a secondary 
school assisting the Admin Officer 
on a temporary basis for a few 
hours a week. This involved data 
input to a relatively new financial 
system. Well, you know the old 
saying, no two days are quite the 
same, how true that would that 
prove to be! The job like Topsy just 
grew and grew, soon I was to look 
after pupil attendance across all 
year groups within the school, this 
was of course in addition to the 
finance part of the position. 
 What did this entail… well I 
saw myself sitting on the phone for 
a lot of the day trying to get hold of 
persistent non-attenders. A bit of a 
doddle you might think but how 
wrong can you be! Many days I 
accompanied the Head of Upper 
School on home visits knocking on 
doors to find our little rascals. Oh 
boy, we had some real characters 
with the biggest selection of ‘fairy 
tales’ you had ever come across. 
 With this experience under 
my belt I moved on to become the 
Admin Officer in a Primary School, 
with children from Reception (aged 
4) to Year 6 (aged 10).  

 The school was fairly 
challenging, but the children for the 
most part were great. Sadly, Ofsted 
did not particularly like certain 
things about it and that meant that 
the school would eventually close. 
In the meantime my Headteacher 
went out sick, and in the space of 
ten months, I looked after four 
different Headteachers. 
 As I have said the children 
were great, and I still keep in touch 
with some of them, even now 
watching their own children 
growing up and going to school 
themselves. During my first week in 
that primary school, I realised I was 
in for some fun times, my 
Headteacher told me it was Book 
Week, and said that I might like to 
dress up as a character from a 
children's book.  Being the shy 
retiring type, I decided to give it a 
miss! How glad was I with that 
decision, imagine picking up a 
visiting author from Havant Station, 
whilst dressed as ‘Where’s Wally?’. 
 On another occasion I was 
sitting in my office at my computer, 
when the door burst open, and in 
flew one of our mums, complaining 
about another mum who had just 

A day in the life of a school 
finance officer! 

by Sheena Jefferis 
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threatened her with a screwdriver 
(which she had had hidden up her 
sleeve).   
 Did I tell you about a rather 
unpleasant moment when a poor 
young lad was made to eat one of 
the toilet blocks, boy did he blow 
some fantastic bubbles… 
 Meanwhile when Year 6 were 
having P E in the school hall, one 
little soul had a very heavy solid 
gold chain around his neck. He was 
politely told to remove the chain 
and place it down on a bench 
(unfortunately beside the class 
rogue). At the end of the lesson, as 
you may have guessed, the chain 
was nowhere to be seen. For the 
rest of the day the class teacher was 
quaking in her shoes, knowing that 
the mum of the boy with the chain 
would be after her blood if it was 
not found.  
 With five minutes to go before 
the end of the school day, I had a 
“rush to the brain” and decided to 
have a look in the boys toilets. 
Whatever possessed me to look in 
there? Call it intuition. Sure enough 
when I removed the lid of one of the 
cisterns there was a gold chain! 
 After that school closed I 
moved into a job at a Further 
Education Establishment, once again 
as Admin/Finance Officer this was 
not a very pleasurable experience 

for me, but I stuck at it for 10 
months, until the opportunity arose 
to return to an infant school - Bliss. I 
really loved that job, working with a 
very strong Headteacher, and her 
dedicated Staff.  This school was 
constantly being targeted by thieves 
who took a liking to the lead on the 
roof. We had installed some very 
expensive CCTV on site, however 
the little rogues just climbed up the 
pole to the camera and covered it 
with a heavy duty black bin liner. 
Just one of the trials for our Site 
Manager. 
 He by the way could not 
believe some of the stories that the 
parents managed to make up! Here 
is a happy one. I recall going into 
school to hear him talking to 
someone who he had found asleep 
on the decking outside one of our 
classrooms. The young man had 
come home on leave from the 
Services to visit his Mum and Dad 
but could not get into his house, so 
he decided that he would sleep on 
the decking at his first school.  All 
this with snow on the ground, 
brrrrr.   
 Yes, did I see life, but I 
wouldn't have had it any other way.  
I may well find some more little 
gems for you, but I will save them 
for another time.    
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NON FICTION BOOKS NEEDED 
We are in need of more non-fiction books please, on any 

subject (no cookery books) for our second-hand book shop. 
Thank you. 

 
THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 

 Please drop donations off at the shop during opening 
hours: (see above).  Kindly don’t leave them outside when 
the shop is closed.  We had to throw away a whole bag of 
books recently, because they had been soaked by the rain, 

even in a bin-bag! 

St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop 

Thank you to all those who have donated 

books over the past few months. The 

bookshop has now been up and running 

for a few weeks and going well.  It is a 

very quiet space, 

where people can sit 

and read and children 

can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table 

to enjoy the books. 

If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.  

We have wide range of novels, and Non 

Fiction books. 
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Amazing Grace 
A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar 
on Thursday 16 September 2021. 

 
Texts: 1 Corinthians 15.1–11 & Luke 

7.36–end 
This morning’s readings are intended 
to inspire awe in us.  Awe, because 
the focus of both readings is on the 
amazing grace of God. 
 In the first reason, while 
reminding his readers of the basic 
story of Jesus’ sacrificial death and 
resurrection, Paul confesses that he 
was a dastardly sinner.  He reminds 
his readers that he was a persecutor 
of Christians – which, in his day, 
means that he was no doubt 
responsible for death of many.  From 
the book of Acts, we know that he 
stood by watching, with approval, the 
stoning of Stephen – the first 
Christian martyr.  Paul had been a 
bad man – one whose religious 
zealotry was so certain, and so 
passionate, that he could approve of 
the public lynching of a man who 
spoke only of God’s love. 
 But as we know from Paul’s 
story, Jesus reached out to him, via a 
vision on the Damascus road.  He 
calls Paul to follow a new path.  He 
gracefully uses one of the fledgling 
Christianity’s most ardent opponents, 
and he offers him new life and new 
purpose.  Without a word of 
repentance being said by Paul, God 

reaches out through Jesus and saves 
him. 
 In the second story, a woman 
whose name we do not know, is 
described as ‘a sinner’.  Readers of 
the time would have understood that 
to mean that she was probably what 
we would call a sex worker.  (It says a 
lot about the morality of the time 
that a sinner is someone so 
desperately poor that they are forced 
to sell their body and their dignity to 
a succession of sweaty men).  This so-
called ‘sinful’ woman falls before 
Jesus, and bathes his feet with her 
tears and then with ointment.  Jesus, 
again, acts gracefully towards 
her.  Without a word of repentance 
being said by the woman, Jesus offers 
her complete forgiveness of all her 
sins. 
 What might we notice about 
both these stories?  For me, both 
stories talk to me about how God 
reaches out to us.  That’s what 
Amazing Grace is like.  It’s why John 
Newton, the hymn-writer, was 
inspired to coin the phrase.  As you 
probably know, Newton had been a 
slave-ship captain.  Like the sinful 
woman who washed Jesus’ feet, and 
like Paul who tortured Christians, 
Newton couldn’t get over the fact 
that God’s grace was powerful 
enough, strong enough, loving 
enough to forgive even a ‘wretch’ like 
him. 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
30th October – 13th November 2021 

I am the Poppy Appeal organiser for 
Havant and Emsworth.  I really need more 
kind people to offer their time to man 
stalls in Tesco, Asda, Meridian Centre 
selling poppies and other Poppy Appeal 
items.  I would also like sellers to be in Park 
Parade and Emsworth.   
 I want to make this a really good 

year and raise as much money as possible. Money raised helps people of all 
ages who have served in the armed forces and are needing help after injury, 
illness and social problems.  Please contact me if you feel you can help. 

Anne Newcombe 02392 452473.  Email: newcombeanneowen@aol.com 

 Have you ever wondered what 
the difference is between ‘grace’ and 
‘mercy’ – two of the most powerful 
descriptions of God?  Well, ‘mercy’ is 
when God withholds punishment 
that we deserve.  ‘Grace’ on the 
other hand, is when God gives us 
gifts that we don’t deserve.  (Let me 
say that again!). 
 In other words, mercy always 
precedes grace.  By rights, because 
of the way we all sin, and all fail, God 
would be within his rights to punish 
us.  But he doesn’t.  By his mercy, he 
withholds that punishment, and he 
instead pours out his grace. 
 What does this mean for us? 
How do these stories impact on us? 
 For me, the message is 
clear.  It doesn’t matter who we are, 

or what kind of life we have 
led.  Society may have labelled us a 
sinner.  Our lives may have been 
driven by hatred, or zealotry, 
intolerance or extremism.  We may 
have been selfish, or arrogant, or 
lazy or greedy.  Whatever our sin, 
God offers mercy, and amazing 
grace.  God invites each one of us, 
just as did for Paul, the chance to 
take a new road, and to co-operate 
with him.  He frees us from our past, 
and offers us a new future as one of 
his beloved children, invited to take 
his hand and walk towards to the 
light. 
 
And that’s pretty amazing. Amen. 

 

mailto:newcombeanneowen@aol.com
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Come and join us on the last Thursday of the month—2pm to 4pm. 

Short talks on a topic such as crime prevention, the Talking News, etc;  

Refreshments will be available as well as recreational games. A very 

flexible time in which everyone who wishes can participate and put-

forward ideas. Run by our Lay Pastor,  

Sandra Haggan who can be contacted on 07452 982287.  
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Little Lambs is now up and running again and 
we like to serve the adult carers a slice of 
home made cake with their cup of tea.   
 If you can help, we only need one cake 
for each week. There is sign up sheet on the 
side-persons table in church.  If you feel able 
to make a cake it would be very much 
appreciated. 

Calling all cake-makers! 
A plea from Sandra Haggan 
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Simpler, Humbler, Bolder 

A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar  on 
Sunday 19 September 2021. 

 
Text:  Mark 9.30-37 

I realise that the debates of the 
Church of England, and the speeches 
of the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York are not at the top of most 
people’s breakfast-table reading-
list.  I also realise that the problems 
of our Diocese, including its large 
deficit, feel like they have little to do 
with us in Havant & Langstone. 
 But, away from these four 
walls, momentous decision are being 
made, about the future of the 
Church of England.  These decisions 
which may, indeed, affect even us 
before too long, even in little old 
Havant & Langstone.  Our Diocese, 
and the Church in general, has come 
under huge strain, financially – not 
least because worshippers at home 
do not, in the main, donate to the 
work of the church.  And there was a 
lot of worshipping from home being 
done during the last year! 
 The pandemic, however, has 
only accelerated what was already 
happening, year by year, in the life 
of the church.  Nationally, half of our 
churches now have congregations of 
less than 30 people.  We’ve lost 
something like 30% of all 
worshippers since the 1990s.  And 
the downward trend has been 

continuing, despite the best efforts 
of the National church to promote 
fresh expressions of worship, and to 
plant new, modern forms of worship 
with coffee bars, guitars and sofas 
for worshippers! 
But this should not surprise us.  The 
church is up against a massive 
alternative, in the form of popular 
culture.  It is challenging to 
encourage people to worship an 
unseen God, when all around them 
their neighbours are worshipping 
celebrities, politicians and pop stars. 
It is challenging to call people to live 
lightly upon the earth, when the 
marketing machines of billion-dollar 
companies are calling us to 
consume, consume, consume!   
 Jesus warned his followers 
that his was the narrow Way.  “It is 
easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the Kingdom of God”, he 
said.  And we, here in the West, are 
rich indeed.  As the old saying goes: 
“If you have food in your fridge, 
clothes on your back, a roof over 
your head and a place to sleep you 
are richer than 75% of the world. If 
you have money in the bank, money 
in your wallet, and some spare 
change you are among the top 8% of 
the world’s wealthy.” 
 It is a great struggle for any 
church to make itself heard in the 
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ears of those who are generally 
satisfied with their lives – despite 
the life-giving, life-transforming 
message we have to convey. 
 There has been a lot of 
debate in the church press, in 
recent months, about the financial 
crisis of the church.  But among the 
pearls of wisdom which have 
dropped from Archi-Episcopal lips in 
the past two years, perhaps the 
most profound has been a 
soundbite.  In November of last 
year, the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York announced that they had 
concluded that the way forward for 
the church is to become ‘simpler, 
humbler, bolder’. 
 Those three words, ‘simpler, 
humbler, bolder’, have been a 
clarion call to those who concern 
themselves with the future of the 
church.  And I think they have great 
resonance with the Gospel reading 
for today…   
 After Jesus’ disciples have 
been bickering about which of them 
was the ‘greatest’, Jesus replies that 
‘whoever wants to be the greatest 
in the Kingdom of Heaven must first 
learn to be the servant of 
all’.  Greatness, for Jesus, was found 
in service.  “It is in giving of 
ourselves that we receive”, as the 
old song goes.   
 Then Jesus took a child in his 
arms.  A child.  What greater 
example can there be of someone 
who is ‘simpler, humbler and 

bolder’ than a little child?  ‘Simpler’ 
because a child does not pile up 
resources around them, like grown-
ups do.   ‘Humbler’ because a child 
lacks the intellectual tools to 
dominate the grown-ups around 
them.  ‘Bolder’ because a child is 
willing to try new things, to 
experiment boldly with all the 
possibilities of life. 
 A useful model for the future 
of the church, then, is set before 
us.  We too, must become like 
children.  Simpler, humbler, 
bolder.  ‘Simpler’, first, because we 
shall need to strip-away the dead-
wood of resources we no longer 
need.  Diocesan posts which are 
‘nice to have’ will have to be cut – 
as indeed our Diocese has 
done.  Perhaps some church 
buildings are just too expensive to 
keep going – causing us to waste so 
much human capital on fundraising 
just to keep the rain off our heads 
when we worship.  (I must clarify, 
though, that I am not referring to 
buildings like St Faith’s.  I’m 
referring to the kind of church 
buildings which are kept at huge 
expense, for the benefit of 30 
people or less to gather once a 
week, for an hour.  I’m not talking 
about buildings which are hubs for 
their community, and flagships of 
community life.).  We’ll be ‘simpler’ 
when each of us learns the power of 
giving away the wealth that we 
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hoard, for the benefit of the 
Kingdom, and in service of others. 
 What might it mean for us to 
be ‘Humbler’?  I think we’ll be 
humbler when we learn how to 
listen to different voices than our 
own, whether it be in matters of 
faith or whether it be willingness to 
challenge our preconceptions about 
life in general.  We’ll be humbler 
when we no longer try to cling on to 
what we have received, as if it is the 
only way of comprehending the 
mystery of an infinite God.  We’ll be 
humbler when we realise that 
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and 
Pagans may have caught glimpses 
of God which we have not yet 
seen.  We’ll be humbler when we 
each realise that we can never stop 
learning about the mystery of 
God.  And we’ll be humbler when 
we become hungry enough to want 
to know more! 

 We’ll be ‘bolder’, when we 
learn to experiment, to try new 
things, to grab every experience of 
life which God offers, and then 
shake it to learn more about the 
God who sent it, or inspired 
it.  We’ll be bolder when we are 
able to say ‘Let’s try it!’ instead of ‘I 
won’t like it!’.  We’ll be bolder 
when we try new kinds of worship –
even if it is different from what 
we’ve always done.  We’ll be bolder 
when we embrace new 
opportunities for growth from 
wherever such opportunities 
come.   
 Simpler, humbler, bolder. Like 
a child.  For perhaps it is only by 
entering the Kingdom of God like a 
child, that we can ever see it fully 
established in our lives, in our 

parish and in our world.  Amen. 

REMEMBER THE KEY (to reading the Bible) 
 

1) The CONTEXT of the original story or text.  What was going-on 
in history at the time? 

2) The CONTEXT of the writer of the story or text.  What was 
happening in their life (and the lives of their intended 
readers)? 

3) The CONTEXT in which we are reading it now.  What is God 
saying to US as we read these ancient words in our own time 
and place? 
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Hugh Owen will be at the coffee morning with his computer if you would like to 

chat to him about family history  or if you have family documents that you would 

like to pursue do come along and see him.  
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More events at St Faith’s 
 

Coffee Mornings are coming back  
Our first monthly Coffee Morning will be back on Saturday 2nd 
October 10-12 noon and an extra on Saturday 25th September 
when our Bell Ringers will be hosting a MacMillan Coffee 
Morning 10-12 noon.   We look forward to welcoming you to 
these events. 

If you have one of the Children's Society collection boxes please 
could you bring it to church so that we can send the monies off 
to The Children's Society.  If you do not have a box but would 
like one to collect your change and support this excellent 
charity do let me know.            Sandra Haggan 
 

Pauline will be in the office on Thursday mornings 9am to 12am 
when the office will be open. Please wear a mask before 
entering and keep a 1metre distance, thank you. 
 
 

The Children's Society 

Parish Office open on Thursday mornings 

Christmas Shoebox Collection 

The annual Christmas Shoebox is now under way in association with the 
Rotary Club of Havant.  Instructions on completion of the box are on the 
leaflet giving suggested items to include.  The “Do not include” is of prime 
importance due to Customs regulations.  Wrapping paper should allow the 
box to be opened for inspection and the part of the leaflet giving gender of 
the child and age group taped on the top of the box.  Completed boxes should 
be brought to the 09.30 service for blessing and collected by Rotary on 
Sunday 31 October.  Leaflets are available in church. Any queries can be 
directed to Colin Warlow on 02392 475447. 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR SEPTEMBER 
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Morning Service - Sunday 26 September 

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
President & Preacher: Rev’d Judy Henning 

Organist: Graham Kidd 
 

Processional Hymn (12) 
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837 - 1989)  

Tune: Hyfrydol arr. R.Vaughan Williams 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 
where we shall see you face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Alleluia, sing to Jesus, 
his the sceptre, his the throne. 
Alleluia, his the triumph, 
his the victory alone. 
Hark! the songs of peaceful Sion 
thunder like a mighty flood: 
Jesus, out of ev’ry nation, 
hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
Alleluia, not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now; 
alleluia, he is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how; 
though the cloud from sight received 
him 
when the forty days were o’er. 
shall our hearts forget his promise: 
“I am with you evermore”? 

Alleluia, bread of angels, 
here on earth our food, our stay; 
alleluia, here the sinful 
come to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, 
earth’s redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
Alleluia, King eternal, 
he the Lord of lords we own; 
alleluia, born of Mary, 
earth his footstool, heav’n his throne; 
he within the veil has entered 
robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
he on earth both priest and victim 
in the Eucharistic Feast. 
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Readings 
A reading from the letter of James (5.13-20) 

James offers practical advice on living together as brothers and sisters, and on 
persistence in prayer. 

 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 
sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name 
of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them 
up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.  
 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might 
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a 
sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins.   

(Mark 9.38-50) 
 

John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do 
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 
soon afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For 
truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the 
name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around 
your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet 
and to be thrown into hell.  And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it 
is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 
eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is 
never quenched. 
 ‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.’   
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Offertory Hymn (514) 
Words: John  R.Peacey (1896-1971) 

Tune: Surrey, Henry Carey (c.1690-1743) 

 
Hymn (202) 

Words & Music: Henry Smith 

 
 
 
 

O Lord, we long to see your face, 
to know you risen from the grave, 
but we have missed the joy and grace 
of seeing you as others have, 
Yet in your company we’ll wait, 
and we shall see you, soon or late. 
 
O Lord, we do not know the way, 
nor clearly see the path ahead; 
so often, therefore, we delay 
and doubt your pow’r to raise the dead. 
Yet with you we will firmly stay; 
you are the Truth, the Life, the Way. 

We find it hard, Lord, to believe; 
all habit makes us want to prove; 
we would with eye and hand perceive 
the truth and person whom we love. 
Yet, as in fellowship we meet, 
you come yourself each one to greet. 
 
You come to us, our God, our Lord; 
you do not sho your hands and side; 
but faith has its more blest reward; 
in love’s assurance we confide, 
Now we believe, that we may know 
and in that knowledge daily grow. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 

Chorus 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 

Let the poor say, "I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us"  (rpt) 

 

(Repeat all as required) 
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Hymn (649) 
Words: Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877) - based on Psalm 23 

Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

   
  Lord, we pray that your grace 
     may always precede and follow us, 
  and make us continually to be given to all good works; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

 

 
 

Hymn (695) 
Words: Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915)  

Music: To God be the Glory William Howard Doane (1832-1916) 

1. The King of Love my shepherd is 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his  
and he is mine forever. 
 
2. Where streams of living water flow 
my ransomed soul he leadeth 
and where the verdant pastures grow 
with food celestial feedeth 

3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but in his love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home, rejoicing brought me. 
 
4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
they rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 

5. Thou spread'st a table in my sight, 
thy unction grace bestowth: 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice flowth. 

6. And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never; 
good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house for ever. 

 To God be the glory, great things he has done; 
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son; 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
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TONIGHT 

Do join us again, this evening at 6.30pm (in church and 

online) for ‘Come and Sing’ Choral Evensong.  It’s going to 

be magnificent! 

 

Singers are invited to rehearse at 4.45pm, with a chance for 

tea and chat from 6pm.  The Service starts at 6.30pm. 

  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear his voice; 
praise the Lord, praise the Lord! 

let the people rejoice. 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory; great things he hath done. 
 

O perfect redemption!  The purchase of blood! 
to ev’ry believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 
 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see! 
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