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Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

 

The Chronicle 
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

 9 September 2021 (Vol 71) 

The Editor has decided... 
Yes, after much deliberation (and with gratitude for many suggestions) the Editor 
has finally decided on a new name for this august publication(!).  Many options 
were considered, including ‘Faith Matters’ (the excellent name of the former 
monthly parish magazine).  That option was rejected reluctantly because as time 
moves on, we expect our partnership of equals with St Alban’s to grow - and a 
magazine with the word ‘Faith’ so prominently featured could send undesired 
signals, undermining the equality of our growing partnership.   
 Another good option was ‘The Messenger’ - but this was finally rejected on 
the grounds that whilst this publication contains Good News, and it is certainly the 
conveyor of messages, we don’t want to create the impression that it has nothing 
to say to people of other faiths and none. (Messenger is another word for Angel). 
 By dropping ‘Corona’ from the original title, the Editor is embracing what 
this publication has already been known as, for some time, colloquially.  He is also 
hoping to signal that we are now moving on from Covid (in this country at least).  
But this publication will continue to be a chronicle of present life and past history 
of our parishes.   
 Readers may be interested to know that as well as the publication of 
‘Lockdown Lines’ this year (a compendium of contributions to the Chronicle over 
2020, available at St Faith’s, and in St Faith’s Shop) we are also keeping a master 
copy of each edition, safely and soundly, with a view to binding them together 
into a permanent collection.  We hope that they will prove useful to future 
historians.   
 The Editor does note, however, that as we’ve all started occupying 
ourselves with ‘busy-ness’ again, the quantity of interesting articles, poems, jokes, 
auto-biographies and opinion-pieces has somewhat slowed to a trickle - resulting 
in ‘The Chronicle’ tending, sometimes, towards being more of a mere promotional 
organ for the activities of the parish (as vital as such a task may be).   
 So - budding writers, historians, artists, poets, jokers and (small p) 
politicians - the Editor hereby lays down the gauntlet!  This is YOUR opportunity to 
share YOUR story, or opinion, or just to make us laugh!  Send in YOUR 
contribution today, via the parish office, or to office@stfaith.com.  The Editor 
(Canon Tom) and the Sub-Editor (Pauline) await your contributions with joyful 
expectancy! 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including St John the 
Divine, Ghana 

Rod & Glenda Thomas 
(Sendai, Japan) 

The Diocese  
For Commissary Bishop 
Rob, & those selecting 

our next Bishop 
Our Parish & Community 

Fairfield, Bosmere, 
Warblington Schools & 

Havant College teachers, 
support staff and pupils. 
Those who have asked 

for our prayers 
Sue Titcombe 
Audrey Fryer 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Patrick Hounsham 
Olive Rush 

Brandon Taylor 
Angela Thompson 

Grace Skilleter 
The Recently Departed 

Geoff Paffett 
Dot Edwards 

Wendy Willbraham 
Anniversaries of 

Departed  
11th Susan Coughlan 
Frederick Robinson 

Valentine Searle 
13th Gordon Coleborn 

Jean Shepherd 

THURSDAY 9 Sep 
1030  TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Canon 

Tom. Attend in person or watch online.  
 

SATURDAY 11 Sep 
1000 HOLY DUSTERS - All welcome to lend a hand.  
1000 RIDE & STRIDE hosting all day. Pop along for a chat! 

 
SUNDAY 12 Sep 

0930 PARISH COMMUNION this week led by Canon 
Tom, with Preacher Sandra Haggan. Come in 
person (seated 1m apart with masks if not in a 
buibble).  Or watch online: click here  to participate 
via Facebook) or www.stfaith.com (to only watch 
anonymously) 

1000 PARISH COMMUNION at St Alban’s (and online) 
1830   EVENSONG - Come along to sound-bathe in the 

ancient rhythms of Evensong, with a sermon by Dr 
Mike Fluck 

 
MONDAY 13 Sep 

1000 MONDAY CLUB in church 
1500 TEA & CHAT (via Zoom -  click here)  

 
TUESDAY 14 Sep 

1030  TEA & CHAT in church  
1330 FRIENDSHIP GROUP (at St Alban’s)  

 
WEDNESDAY 15 Sep 

1230 LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Claudia Grinnell - Organ 
 Recital for your listening pleasure. Attend in 
 person or watch online (same links as Sunday) 

 
SUNDAY 0930 SERVICE SHEETS 

Hymns, readings and prayers are included at the rear of 
this Chronicle  Complete copies of Sunday morning 

services can be downloaded from https://
www.stfaith.com/566-2/ 

The week ahead...at St Faith’s 
unless otherwise indicated 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/
https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/
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Feeling Lonely?  Looking for 
some company? 

There’s really no need to feel lonely at St Faith’s or St Albans - because we’re 
all about the Community!  These two pages are your guide to opportunities to 
get out and meet others!  

MONDAYS 
 

10am - Monday Club at St Faith’s 
 
Re-starting this week, a 
very welcome return for 
Monday Club on  13 
September at 10am where 
you will be assured of a 
warm welcome, tea/
coffee, fun and chat hosted 
by our very own Bill Jones. 

 

 
 

3pm - Tea & Chat with Sandra -online via Zoom  

Just click here to join in. 
   
 

TUESDAYS 
 

10.30am - Tea and Chat at St Faith’s 

Would you like a bit of company? A little chat? Then do pop in on Tuesday 

mornings at 10:30am for a cup of tea and a friendly natter in the beautiful 

surroundings of St Faith’s Church. All welcome. 

Then...at 1.30pm...why not head to St Alban’s for…. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87388723961%3Fpwd%3DK0JjamtYS0xJUGNQbUE1YXFRKzlkQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0piBYrXuIl9SmpM_EbnDHT
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WEDNESDAYS 
 

12.30pm - Lunchtime Concert at St Faith’s 

 

THURSDAYS 
 

10.30am - Traditional Service, with chat afterwards  
at St Faith’s 

 

And then, once a month… 

TAT is back! 
We can also announce with great pleasure that TAT (Thursday at Two), 
returns on 30th September at 2pm in the Pallant Centre Hall (and then 
every LAST THURSDAY of each month.  This is a chance to have a bit of 
fun with board games, chats, tea/coffee, cake and a place to spend an 
hour or two making new friends in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. 

Please feel free to join us. 
 

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS  
AND SUNDAYS - 

As well as church services (with chat afterwards), there’s often coffee 
mornings, special events, Breakfast at St Alban’s and other great stuff.  See 

the ‘What’s on Guide (Page 3) 
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Eulogy  Dot Edwards  1924-2021 
by Sandra Haggan 

Dot’s husband John was our verger for 
many years. 
 Dot was in the WAAF during the 
war, driving ambulances, she was very 
good with the engines which put her in 
good stead for the new life she would 
soon have.  John and Dot met in a bar 
one night in Bromyard, Hereford where 
they both lived.  They were both on 
leave, John asked if Dot would like a 
drink – no thank you but the answer did 
change to yes!  And John who lived up in 
the dales would cycle to the village to 
see Dot. John and Dot married 17th April 
1951 in Bromyard 
 As a young man John served in the 
parachute regiment, when he came out 
of the army, the family went out to 
Africa with British Rail, with John as a 
guardsman on the trains.  John went out 
first in 1952, at this time Dot lived with 

John’s parents and followed him out in 
1953 with Terry who was just about 12 
months old.  They went by ship with a 
baby and everything, they docked in 
Cape town which was the southernmost 
harbour and then by train all the way 
through South Africa to Rhodesia now 
Zimbabwe.  Dot had never left this 
country before, for a lady to make that 
sort of trip was quite amazing – she was 
strong and determined. And of course 
when she arrived where John was she 
then had to make their home. Cheryl and 
Dianne were born there.  And of course 
there was no family support close by. 
Dot was the leader of the family, the 
patriarch, she did what was best for the 
children.   
 Terry remembers a story from 
when he was about 15 or 16, John was 
going somewhere from Malawi to 
Rhodesia and asked Terry what sort of 
album he would like, The Rolling Stones 
was the quick reply.  And John brought 
him back one of the Rolling Stones early 
albums which Terry still has.  He had a 
turntable in his bedroom and put it on all 
excited to listen to his new album. Dot’s 
response was ‘What’s that noise?’ 
 The family came back to England 
after 30 years and settled in Cirencester 
and then John and Dot made their way 
to Havant.  We had been advertising for 
a verger and John applied, he met at the 
old rectory with Father Brown and the 
two then church wardens Colin Warlow 
and Roger Bryant.  The interview went 
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well and after John left, the three 
looked at each other and said do we 
need to look any further – and so 
Colin was dispatched to catch up with 
John and tell him the job was his. 
 And so John and Dot moved 
into no 1 Churchfields where they 
lived for many years, I remember they 
had wisteria on the front of the house 
which looked beautiful.  Dot and I 
chatted about it not that long ago.  
John’s eyesight began to fail and he 
retired in 2003 and he and Dot moved 
to the bungalow in Greville Green.  
They used to come regularly to the 
Thursday morning service for many 
years until things got a bit more 
difficult and I began taking Holy 
Communion to their home.  We have 
had lots of lovely chats over the years 
and I know how proud they both were 
of all the family.  How they enjoyed 
the holidays in Portugal and other 

places, the trips to see family, the 
family get togethers, including meals 
out for birthdays and Christmas get 
togethers.   
 Dot was a lovely lady. Keeping 
contact with the church family, coffee 
with Mike and Marian, chats with 
Colin and Sheila. Bumping into friends 
in Waitrose and having a good natter. 
 Sadly John died in March 2019 
which was obviously very hard for Dot 
and the family, her health 
deteriorated particularly in the last 
year.  These last months the family are 
grateful for the carers who helped 
Dot, amongst them Christina and 
Gloria. 
 The bellringers rang for Dot, she 
and John were great supporters of our 
bellringers and always came along to 
the Bellringers Dinner a highlight in 
the church calendar. 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
30th October – 13th November 2021 

I am the Poppy Appeal organiser for Havant 
and Emsworth.  I really need more kind 
people to offer their time to man stalls in 
Tesco, Asda, Meridian Centre selling poppies 
and other Poppy Appeal items.  I would also 
like sellers to be in Park Parade and 
Emsworth.   
 I want to make this a really good year 
and raise as much money as possible. 

Money raised helps people of all ages who have served in the armed forces 
and are needing help after injury, illness and social problems.  Please contact 
me if you feel you can help. 

Anne Newcombe 02392 452473.  Email: newcombeanneowen@aol.com 

mailto:newcombeanneowen@aol.com
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St Faith’s Shop - News! 
GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! 

 

We now have the technology (thanks to a Government 
grant) to apply gift aid to your donation.  We can then add 

25% of the value of what your gift sells for!  Ask us for 
details of how to register when you make your next 

donation! 
 

THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 

 Please drop donations off at the shop during opening 
hours: (see above).  Kindly don’t leave them outside when 
the shop is closed.  We had to throw away a whole bag of 

books this week, because they had been soaked by the rain, 
even in a bin-bag! 

St Faith’s Bookshop Open  
 

Come along and browse our second-

hand books and choose a gem from 

the selection at  

The Pallant Centre. 

Fiction and non-fiction available. 

 
THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 
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Fishers for people—an 
‘Ignatian’ exercise. 

A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar 
on Thursday 2 September 2021. 

Luke 5.1-11 
There’s a technique for 
contemplation, first described by St 
Ignatius of Loyola, one of the 
founders of the Jesuit order.  Ignatius 
taught that our spirituality could be 
brought alive by active use of our 
God-given powers of imagination.  He 
advised that we should spend time 
imagining the great biblical stories – 
seeing ourselves within them, and 
allowing ourselves (and our Christian 
discipleship) to be shaped by them. 
     So, this morning, I want to 
invite you to engage in a little 
Ignatian spirituality with me.  I 
promise you that I won’t embarrass 
you!  All I want you to do is close 
your eyes, and listen to my voice (or 
if you are reading this, just take it 
slowly). 
 First of all – I want you to relax. 
Focus on your breathing.  In, out, in 
out. Become conscious of your body.  
Gently wiggle your toes, and feel 
your nerves sending messages down 
from your brain and back again.  
Focus on your legs.  Feel how your 
body is connected to the seat 
beneath you.  Feel your breath, going 
in….and out. 
     Now, let your imagination run 
free – sailing through the air to the 

Sea of Galilee.  You are by the 
shoreline.  The sun is hot on your 
face, and the sound of sea-birds is in 
the air.  All around you are crowds of 
people.  Everyone is here to hear the 
words of the new prophet, Jesus.  
There are so many people, all 
pressing against each other to get 
close enough to hear what this Jesus 
has to say.  There are so many, that 
Jesus himself is in danger of being 
pushed into the water. 
    Nearby, are a couple of boats.  
Fishing boats, with rough, tough 
fishermen on board.  You see Jesus 
hail one of the boats to the shore.  
He climbs in, and then asks the 
fishermen to row a few yards from 
the shore.  That’s better.  Jesus can 
see the whole crowd now.  He can 
speak to the whole crowd now.  He 
gestures for everyone to sit down on 
the shore, as he takes a seat in the 
boat. 
     There is a moment of silence.  
And then Jesus begins to speak.  
What does he say…to you? Perhaps 
he speaks of what his Kingdom is like.  
Perhaps he tells one of his fabulous 
stories – the Good Samaritan, or the 
story of the wheat and the tares.  Or 
perhaps he says something only to 
you.  Take a moment, in silence, just 
a few silent seconds together, and 
listen to what the Master is saying. 
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 The time of teaching is over.  
Jesus says farewell to the crowd, 
promising to teach them again 
tomorrow.  One by one, the crowd 
drifts away.  But you remain on the 
shore, longing for more.  Jesus notices 
you, and invites you to wade out to 
the boat, to join him and the 
fishermen. 
     Now you are in the boat, and 
Jesus encourages the men to throw 
out their nets.  One of the fishermen, 
Simon, is dubious.  He says “We’ve 
been at it all night, and we haven’t 
caught anything!”.  But Jesus insists, 
and so the men throw out their nets 
on to the water. 
  Suddenly, the water is alive!  
Fishing are splashing and slapping the 
water, wriggling and writhing in the 
nets.  Simon calls you over to give a 
hand.  Together, you, Simon, Jesus and 
the other fishermen are hauling on the 
nets, laughing out loud, pulling the 
nets and all the fish into the boat.  The 
same thing is happening in the other 
boat, too.  There are so many!  The 
boat even looks like it might sink! 
    When the last of the nets has been 
hauled into the boat, Simon kneels 
down in front of Jesus on the deck.  
You kneel beside Simon too.  
Together, you both look up at Jesus.  
Simon has awe in his eyes, and he 
says, “I think you had better get away 
from me, Lord; for I am a sinful 
man.”  But Jesus just smiles.  He looks 
down at Simon – and you - and says, 
“Don’t be afraid.  Follow me…and 

from now on, you will be catching 
people” 
     How does that make you feel?  
Jesus has just called you – and Simon – 
to follow him.  He wants you to re-
arrange the priorities of your life so 
that your first task, of every day, will 
be to lead people to him? 
     How do you feel?  Are you 
wondering what gifts and talents you 
can possibly bring to such an awesome 
task?  Are you wondering how you 
could possibly do such a thing? 
Perhaps you’ve forgotten that when 
Jesus calls us, he also equips us.  After 
all, if he can fill nets with miraculous 
amounts of fish, he can surely provide 
everything you need. 
     How do you feel? Perhaps you are 
excited.  Excited at the idea that you 
might go from this boat today, filled 
with a new sense of purpose.  For 
Jesus has just given you a mission…a 
mission to tell everyone you know 
about him. 
    How do you feel?  Take a moment 
to let what has just happened sink in.  
What do you need to change as a 
result of your encounter with Jesus. 
 And now, it’s time to come back 
home.  Become conscious of where 
you are, physically, once again.  Feel 
the seat beneath you.  Sense the 
people around you.  And when you are 
ready, open your eyes. 
 I hope you enjoyed that 
experience.  I find Ignatian exercises 
very useful as ways of bringing the 
stories of Jesus to life. There are just a 
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couple of things I would like to say to 
wrap up. 
   First – never forget that Jesus 
called ordinary people to carry out 
his work for him.  He didn’t call the 
lawyers and priests, he called the 
fishermen, the carpenters, the civil 
servants.  He has never stopped 
calling them. 
    Secondly – Let me just leave 
you with this challenging thought.  If 
everyone here today had the 
courage to ask just one friend or 

family member to come to church, 
this congregation would double 
overnight.   
 Don’t make the mistake of 
thinking that the church website, or 
even the Corona Chronicle will do 
the job for you.  Even more so, never 
assume that your parish priest has 
the skills or the time to do the work 
of 'fishing for people' on behalf of 
the whole congregation!  The task of 
calling people to faith – of being 
fishers of people – is yours.  Amen. 

Back to Nature 
by Pauline West 

In the depths of lockdown when 
boredom was setting in and everyone 
was reverting to nature for their 
recreation, we decided to book 
ourselves on a willow weaving course. 
We were tempted by the willow 
decorations of trees and stars to hang 
on the tree and thought we could give 
a few away as little handcrafted gifts! 
This was due to take place in 
December 2020 but alas, it was 
subject to the closures all around us 
and we had to postpone.  
 Undeterred, we rebooked and 
were able to swap our working days 
to accommodate the day off (I have a 
very nice boss!). So with a gift in my 
pocket from my lovely hubby, of a 
new pair of secateurs, we set off last 
Thursday for the Sustainability Centre 
where the course was scheduled to 
take place.  
 We arrived at the venue and 

were escorted to the outdoor 
classroom amid the trees. We were 
introduced to our lovely tutor, Louise 
who had been teaching her craft for a 
number of years and dressed in the 
fashion of a new-age commune 
dweller. She was softly spoken but 
proved to be an excellent tutor. There 
was 3 other students on the course 
with differing levels of experience. We 
introduced ourselves to each other 
and shown to the tea/coffee table and 
able to help ourselves. The toilet, it 
was explained, was a little hut in the 
woods and was a compost toilet. (I 
had never had the occasion to use an 
compost toilet before so it was a 
unique experience which wasn’t 
helped by the fact it was very dark in 
their once the door was closed!) 
 We started the first of the 
workshops making bird feeders. These 
were conical shaped with a handle 
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attached in which to put fat balls and 
then hang in the garden for the birds. 
The willow was fairly pliable because it 
had been soaked in an hydration tray. It 

had a lovely smell and 
was an olive green 
colour. We had an 
upside down garden 
riddle to use as a 
template and 
tentatively inserted 
our willow rods in the 

holes with the black markers on. These 
were tied at the top with a pipe cleaner 
to hold it together to form the bottom 
of the cone. We were shown a 3 rod 
pattern of two over and one under and 
started the weaving. It was quite hard 
work on the fingers and required a 
certain amount of dexterity, however 
the pattern appeared before our eyes 
and the form started to take shape.  
 At each stage Louise, 
demonstrated the technique with 
clarity and we were able to follow the 
instructions with ease. It was a lovely 
atmosphere and very calm working in 

these natural 
surroundings, with 
the bird noises, the 
trees  and the cool 
breeze blowing 
through. Having 

mastered the first feeder we were able 
to make another under our own steam. 
Louise then demonstrated a triangular 
shaped pattern using a small block with 
pegs in. This was a bird feeder to hold a 
single fat ball and used 5 rods which 
were folded over each other at the 
corners to form the decreasing pattern 

to the point at the bottom.  
 It was time for lunch. Kev and I 
were the only ones booked for the 
second workshop so went up to the 
café for a lovely lunch of Pea & Mint 
soup. 
 The afternoon workshop would 
teach us to make platters for fruit or 
bread. The willow for the platters was 
much thicker and so harder to work 
than the more flexible green willow 
rods used in the morning session. The 
selection also included 
different colours and 
willow without bark. 
This resulted in a 
platter of white, red, 
brown and greenish 
colours. (If you were 
very clever, you could design a 
pattern). There were a couple of 
techniques to try to coax the bowl to 
curve, one was to put your hand under 
on one side and press down with the 
other hand while trying to lift the one 
underneath. My preferred method was 
to bend it against my knee which gave 
more leverage. It was quite a workout! 
 The upshot 
was that we went 
home with several 
little items that we 
had handcrafted and 
felt quite pleased at 
trying something 
new. We would 
certainly do it again and would be keen 
to learn more handicrafts using natural 
materials. I don’t think I’ll be getting 
out my desert boots anytime soon 
though!    Pauline West. 
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Little Lambs is starting back this week and we 
like to serve the adult carers a slice of home 
made cake with their cup of tea.   
 If you can help, we only need one cake 
for each week. There is sign up sheet on the 
side-persons table in church.  If you feel able 
to make a cake it would be very much 
appreciated. 

Calling all cake-makers! 
A plea from Sandra Haggan 
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Our call as God’s people is to welcome 
the stranger, so you may also be interested 
in supporting some local organisations that 
can specifically help Afghan refugees and 
asylum seekers who settle in this area. 
Here’s a list of ways in which you can do so: 

Diocesan Fund for Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees: We are creating a fund to help 
those who can support refugees and asylum seekers, working with partner 
organisations such as the Rural Refugee Network, Hope into Action, Friends Without 
Borders and the British Red Cross, – the latter two jointly run a drop-in centre in All 
Saints Church, Portsmouth, for asylum seekers and refugees. These organisations 
have vast experience in helping people practically, emotionally and legally. We’ll 
work with them to get any funds you raise to the right place, specifically to help in 
areas such as housing for Afghans who are seeking to resettle in this area. If you 
would like to make donations to this fund, click here for further details. 

Direct support: You are very welcome to make direct payments to the Rural 
Refugee Network, Hope into Action, Friends Without Borders, and the British Red 
Cross, without going through the diocesan fund. Many national organisations are also 
raising funds, including Oxfam, Save the Children and Christian Aid. 

Donations of goods: You may wish to collect specific household items that will 
help those people who are offered accommodation in Hampshire. Community First in 
Hampshire are asking for donations including nappies, coats, clothing, underwear, 
blankets, adults shoes, mobile phone chargers and new or refurbished laptops to 
help families keep in touch with loved ones. More details are here. 

Foster carers: those children who are unaccompanied refugees and asylum 
seekers may need carers to foster them. If you are in a position to help, do contact 
your local authority foster team, in Hampshire, Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight. 

Become informed: these issues are complex, and there is often understandable 
confusion, even in our church congregations, about why and how support is given to 
those who arrive in the UK from other countries. Use the material in the Church of 
England toolkit, to understand key facts and theological reasons for being involved, 
check out the government website and the Portsmouth City of Sanctuary website. Do 
consider whether your congregation can campaign on these issues, using some of 
the resources available. 

Pray: you will, of course, already have been praying for the situation in 
Afghanistan, and for the safety of all those at risk. Do continue to use the prayer 
resources available from organisations such as Christian Aid, Open Doors and the 
Church of England in your worship services, prayer meetings and private devotions. 

Help for Afghan Refugees 
From the Diocese of Portsmouth 

https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=0feee96a59&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7a682d2c44&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7261e0c606&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=7261e0c606&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=a9a78e6b97&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=45e4f297d9&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=906042da65&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=906042da65&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=d7d1b5d7d8&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=b700516614&e=12d36059e1
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Pause and Pray 
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Children and Dogs - The  
Conundrum of the Syrian Woman 

A sermon from Canon Tom Kennar on 
Sunday 5 September 2021. 

Mark 7: 24-37  and James 2.1-17 
Insults. I like insults. I confess it. 
There is nothing quite so pleasing to 
an old cynic like me than a well-
crafted insult. 
 Take, for example, the 
anecdotal tale about Sir Winston 
Churchill. Once, at a party, he is said 
to have been approached by one 
Elizabeth Braddock, who exclaimed 
"Mr Churchill, you are drunk!" 
Churchill is said to have replied, 
"Madam, you are ugly. However, 
come the morning, I will be sober 
but you will still be ugly."  Priceless, 
isn't it? 
 We all know, though, don't 
we, that insults can easily cross the 
line between gentle playful fun, and 
downright hurt and offence.  Which 
is why it is quite surprising – even 
shocking - that in today's Gospel we 
should hear Jesus describing the non
-Jewish races around him as 'dogs'. 
In the Middle East, calling someone 
a dog has always been a gross 
insult.  And yet, when a Syro-
Phoenician woman comes to Jesus 
to ask for healing for her daughter, 
Jesus' response is 'it’s not fair to take 
the children's food and throw it to 
the dogs'. 
 Jesus appears to be saying that 
his ministry, his power, his gifts, are 

meant only for the people of Israel - 
not for anyone else.  What a shock! 
What an insult! To the woman in 
question, it would have been like me 
saying that only people of my race 
can come to this church.  What Jesus 
said was, on the face of it very ethno
-centric. (Which of course means – 
centred, or focused on one 
particular ethnic identity). 
 But when we read the Bible, 
we have to be very very careful. It is 
too easy to take individual quotes 
from pages of the Bible, and then to 
use them to justify our own position 
on something. There are three 
words which must always be in our 
minds when we read the Scriptures: 
(you know what they are…) context, 
context, context! 
 First the context of the 
story.  Only a few pages earlier, in 
verse 8 of Chapter 3, Mark reports 
that many people came to hear 
Jesus from all around the area 
surrounding Galilee - including the 
towns of Tyre and Sidon which were 
well known Gentile cities. There is no 
sign that Jesus tried to send those 
Gentiles away...in fact he preached 
God's good news to them as much as 
to the Jews from Jerusalem and 
Galilee.  In Chapter 5, Jesus heals the 
man called Legion, who was said to 
have many demons inside of him. 
This man was also a Gentile... living 
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in a region which kept the pigs into 
which the demons were sent, over a 
cliff. (As I'm sure you know, Jews 
would never keep pigs).  At the end 
of Mark's Gospel, (16:15) Jesus 
commands his disciples to "Go into 
all the world and preach the good 
news to all creation". 
 So the immediate context of 
Mark's gospel tells us that Jesus was 
an entirely inclusive figure.  He 
clearly wanted all peoples to know 
about God. 
 And that theme is repeated 
throughout the Gospels. There is a 
wider context too. John's Gospel, 
chapter 4, records Jesus' 
conversation with a Samaritan 
woman. That was an astounding 
thing for Jesus to do.  Men of Jesus' 
time would hardly ever have spoken 
to a woman in public...let alone a 
divorced Samaritan woman!  So, the 
context of the story is that Jesus 
was anything but ethno-centric. 
 Then there is the context of 
the writer.  What was Mark trying 
to say by telling this story?  Well we 
don’t know much about John Mark 
– the assumed-writer of this 
Gospel.  Legend tells that he was a 
disciple of Peter, and that his 
Gospel is essentially a transcription 
of Peter’s memories of events.  But 
we can’t be sure.  What we do know 
is that by the time Mark wrote his 
Gospel, perhaps 20 or 30 years after 
Jesus, the message of the Kingdom 
had already crossed many national 

borders.  Peter was probably in 
Rome, and Paul had been travelling 
all around the Mediterranean, 
following Jesus’ command.  So, this 
Gospel was written to be heard and 
received by people of many 
nations.  
 We cannot know, but we can 
infer that Mark’s purpose in telling 
this particular story was to 
underline the universality of Jesus’ 
message – by showing Jesus himself 
wrestling with the issue.  In the 
early days of Christianity, there was 
a great deal of discussion about 
whether the new Faith was 
intended for the Jews alone.  Jewish 
Christians wondered, for example, 
whether uncircumcised Gentiles 
could enter the Kingdom.  I think we 
can infer, with good cause, that this 
story was Mark’s way of saying ‘you 
know - even Jesus wrestled with 
that question’.  But, Jesus’ dialogue 
with a Gentile woman in need 
served to confirm his basic 
instinct.  It was an instinct already 
proved by the preaching he had 
already been doing Gentile cities: 
that the Kingdom of God is for all 
humanity. 
 So, we’ve examined the 
context of the story.  We thought 
about the context of the 
writer.  What is the third context we 
need to examine? Our 
context.  What does this story say to 
us?  What does it speak into our 
context? 
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 The heart of this story is the 
Universality of the Kingdom of 
God.  Although Jesus, and his 
message, springs from Jewish roots 
(and through the lens of Jewish 
thought) it is a message for the 
whole world.  The benefits of the 
Kingdom are not meant for a 
privileged few.  God’s Kingdom of 
Love reaches out to all 
humanity.  This is an insight we do 
well to remember, especially when 
we start to wonder whether the 
benefits of a Christian country, 
founded on Kingdom principles 
should (or should not) be made 
available to those seeking help and 
shelter from other parts of the 
world.  On a local level, it’s a 
message we need to hear when we 
think about how we use this 
building, or the wider resources of 
the parish.  Are they meant only for 
we who gather in church for an 
hour on a Sunday morning?  Or are 
the resources of the Kingdom of 
God meant for all? 
 Secondly, in a more inter-
personal context - I think this story 

reminds us to have some patience 
with each other when we 
sometimes get things out of 
balance, or use perhaps hasty 
words at times of stress.  It’s good 
to recognise that we are all human, 
although we all, with Jesus contain 
a Divine spark.  But in our humanity, 
we can all mis-speak from time to 
time...and we all need to be ready 
to forgive and move on in our 
relationships with one another. 
 So, in our context, we have 
(first) the idea that the benefits of 
the Kingdom are intended for all 
humanity.  Secondly, we are 
reminded to always act with 
forgiveness and compassion 
towards each other.  These are the 
central themes of the story of Jesus 
and the Syro-Phoenician 
woman.  Those are the conclusions 
we take, from the context of the 
story, the context of the writer, and 
our context too.  All three, held 
together in harmony.  These are 
ideas to live by.  These are even 
ideas to die for. Amen. 

REMEMBER THE KEY (to reading the Bible) 
 

1) The CONTEXT of the original story or text.  What was going-on in 
history at the time? 

2) The CONTEXT of the writer of the story or text.  What was 
happening in their life (and the lives of their intended-readers)? 

3) The CONTEXT in which we are reading it now.  What is God saying 
to US as we read these ancient words in our own time and place. 
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Featured Church! (Part 4) 
submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director 

Last week I gave you a whistle stop tour of St. James’s Church, 
West End near Southampton. For a lot of my time at this 
church, I wasn’t playing the organ, so I occasionally made 
“guest appearances” at other churches for services that needed 
an organist. One of those churches was St. Michael and All 
Angels, Bassett (North Southampton), a church with a strong 
choral tradition. Another was St. Michael the Archangel Church 
in Southampton City Centre, which is the one that I’m featuring 
this week. 

 St. Michael’s is the oldest building still in use in 
Southampton. To find about the history of St. 
Michael’s, we need to go right back to the 9th century, 
nearly as far back as the Battle of Hastings in 1066! In 
1070, the Normans began to build the church tower. 
Like many churches, St. Michael’s began life as a much 
smaller building, with the tower being the middle of a 
simple cross shaped church. Over the centuries the 
church has been extended, including two side chapels 
and two side aisles. The church spire was heightened 
by nine feet about 150 years ago, to be an aid to ships 
coming up Southampton Water, St. Michael’s being 
less than half a mile away from the docks. In the first 
half of the 19th century, the population of 
Southampton practically doubled and St. Michael’s was altered to make room 
for more worshippers; a lovely problem to have! 

The City of Southampton suffered terribly in world war two. 
Thankfully, St. Michael’s only had some damage, especially to 
the stained glass windows from a nearby bomb. The damage of 
the great East window enabled a new installation, 
commemorating the five churches that existed during the 
medieval period of what is known as the “Old Town” part of 
Southampton. Of the five churches depicted in the window, 

only St. Michael’s survives. 
 In the 1960s, the church was restored at a total cost of £36,000 and the 
work was completed in time for the 900th anniversary of the church in 1970. 
Last year (2020) was the 950th anniversary of St. Michael’s and a full programme 
of events to mark the occasion was planned. Sadly, many of them fell victim to 
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the pandemic, but they did manage to mark their Patronal 
Festival in the autumn. Another significant milestone for 
Southampton is that 2020 marked the 400th anniversary 
of the first English Pilgrims to cross the Atlantic in the 
Mayflower. It’s quite amazing to think that St. Michael’s 
was there all that time ago! 

The choir at St. Michael’s is called “Cantores Michaelis” and is 
made up of choral scholars and an organ scholar from 
Southampton University. They sing for every Sunday and Feast 
Day during term time. In December of each year, the choir 
enjoy singing carols to passengers on the cruise ships, before 
they embark for Christmas in the sun (the passengers that is)! 

In December 2016, a new electronic organ was installed in the church, which is 
basically a replica of the organ in Hereford Cathedral. Clever technical wizardry 
has digitally sampled the sounds of the Hereford Cathedral organ! You can hear 
the choir and the organ in action on their YouTube channel: https://
www.youtube.com/user/TheCantoresMichaelis (I think I’m playing the organ on 
a couple of the videos). 
 The first time I played at St. Michael’s was on 22nd 
March 2015. The church was in an interregnum at the time as 
the previous vicar had “retired”, although he hadn’t really as 
the vicar in question is Rev Tim Daykin who recently stepped 
down from presenting the Sunday morning programme on BBC 
Radio Solent. Between 2015 and 2018 I was an occasional 
organist and worshipper at the church. For the 2018/19 
academic year, there wasn’t an organ scholar, so I played for a 
lot more services there. I very much enjoyed working with the 
current vicar Fr David Deboys and the Director of Music, Keith 
Davis. Sadly, Fr David has recently taken early retirement from the parish for 
health reasons. My final service was Michaelmas 2019, before playing for my 
first service at St. Faith’s a fortnight later. Further information about St. 
Michael’s church is here: https://www.stmichaels1070.org.uk/  
 To complete the link between Southampton and Havant, I was really 
interested to read last year that the British Pilgrimage Trust have rediscovered 
the “Old Way” pilgrimage route from Southampton to Canterbury, bypassing 
Fareham and Portsmouth but going via Havant! The “Old Way” was mentioned 
on the front page of the Chronicle a few weeks ago. Amazingly, it was 
rediscovered on a map known as the Gough Map, which is reputed to be 
Britain’s oldest road map, dating from around 1360! I am very tempted to do 
the part of the walk from Southampton to Havant sometime…  
Have a look at the “Old Map” here: https://britishpilgrimage.org/old-way/  

https://www.youtube.com/user/TheCantoresMichaelis
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheCantoresMichaelis
https://www.stmichaels1070.org.uk/
https://britishpilgrimage.org/old-way/
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Morning Service - Sunday 12 September 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
President:Canon Tom Kennar 

 Preacher: Reader Sandra Haggan (Lay Pastor) 
Organist: Graham Kidd 

 

Processional Hymn (105) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). 

Tune: Ratisbon, Johann Gottlob Werner’s Choralbuch, Leipzig (1815) 

 

 
Collect 

 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
   upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 
   in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  2. Dark and cheerless is the mourn 
Christ, the true, the only light,   unaccompanied by thee; 
Sun of Righteousness, arise,   joyless is the day’s return, 
triumph o’er the shades of night;  till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Day-spring from on high, be near;  till they inward light impart, 
Day-star, in my heart appear.   glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
    3. Visit then this soul of mine, 
    pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
    fill me, radiancy divine, 
    scatter all my unbelief; 
    more and more thyself display, 
    shining to the perfect day. 
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Reading 
A reading from the letter of James (3.1-12) 

James reminds us forcefully that we often fail to recognise the  
power of the tongue for both good and evil. 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle.  
  If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes 
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet 
it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And 
the tongue is a fire.  
  The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it 
stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by 
hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be 
tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the 
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God.  
  From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 
sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening 
both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield 
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 
 

(Mark 8.27-38) 
Jesus challenges the ways his disciples fail to understand his mission. 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered 
him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’  

 He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You 
are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly.  

 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ He called 
the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  
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 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life?   

Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

  
Offertory Hymn (752) 

Words: John Bell (b.1949) and Graham Maule (b.1958) 
Tune: Kelvingrove, traditional Scottish melody 

 
 

  1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
  Will you go where you don’t know, and never be the same? 
  Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
  will you let my life be grown in you, and you in me? 
   
  2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
  Will you care for cruel and kind, and never be the same? 
  Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare, 
  will you let me answer prayer in you, and you in me? 
 
  3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name/ 
  Will you set the pris’ners free, and never be the same? 
  Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
  and admit to what I mean in you, and you in me? 
 
  4. Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
  Will you quell the fear inside, and never be the same? 
  Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around 
  through sight and touch and sound in you, and you in me? 
 
  5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
  Let me turn and follow you, and never be the same. 
  In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
  Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you, and you in me. 
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Hymn (626) 
Words: Charles William Everest (1814-1877) 

Tune: Breslau, from As Hymnodus Sacer (1625) 

 
Hymn (483) 

Words: William Cowper (1731-1800) 
Tune: Caithness, Melody from the Scottish Psalter (1635) 

Post Communion Prayer 
  Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; 
  and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, 
  keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
  and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
  Amen. 

 

1. Take up thy cross, the Saviour said,  4. Take up thy cross then in his strength, 
if thou wouldst my disciples be;   and calmly ev’ry danger brave; 
deny thyself, the world forsake,   ‘twill guide thee to a better home, 
and humbly follow after me.   and lead to vict’ry o’er the grave. 
 
2. Take up thy cross— let not its weight  5. Take up thy cross, and follow Christ, 
fill thy weak spirit with alarm:   nor think till death to lay it down; 
his strength shall bear thy spirit up,  for only those who bear the cross 
and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm. may hope to wear the glorious crown. 
 
3. Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, 6. To thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 
nor let thy foolish pride rebel:   all praise for evermore ascend: 
thy Lord for thee the Cross endured,  O grant us in our home to see 
to save thy soul from death and hell.  the heav’nly life that knows no end. 

1. O for a closer walk with God,   3. The dearest idol I have known. 
a calm and heav’nly frame;   whate’er that idol be, 
a light to shine upon the road   help me to tear it from thy throne, 
that leads me to the Lamb.   and worship only thee. 
 
2. What peaceful hours I once enjoyed, 4. So shall my walk be close with God, 
how sweet their mem’ry still!   calm and serene my frame; 
But they have left an aching void  so purer light shall mark the road 
the world can never fill.    that leads me to the Lamb. 
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Hymn (104) 
Words: Michael Saward (1932-2015) 

Tune: Guiting Power, John Barnard (b.1948) 

TONIGHT 

Do join us again, this evening at 6.30pm (in church and online) when we will 

sing ‘Evensong’ - a beautiful, traditional service of readings, chants, prayers 

and hymns.  The service will be streamed online, but we encourage you to 

be present in church if you possibly can be. 

   1. Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 
   Saviour, Master, King. 
   Lord of heav’n, our lives sustaining, 
   hear us as we sing: 
 
   Yours the glory and the crown, 
   the high renown, th’eternal name. 
 
   2. Word incarnate, truth revealing, 
   Son of Man on earth! 
   Pow’r and majesty concealing 
   by your humble birth: 
 
   3. Suff’ring servant, scorned, ill treated, 
   victim crucified! 
   Death is through the cross defeated, 
   sinners justified: 
 
   4. Priestly King, enthroned for ever 
   high in heav’n above! 
   Sin and death and hell shall never 
   stifle hymns of love: 
 
   5. So, our hearts and voices raising 
   through the ages long 
   ceaselessly upon you gazing, 
   this shall be our song: 
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Sunday Evening Prayer  
Sunday 12 September 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity  
Leader: Canon Tom Kennar 

Preacher: Dr Mike Fluck 

Hymn (337) 
Words: Francis Harold Rawley (1854-1952) 

Tune: Hyfrodol,  Rowland Huw Pritchard (1811-1887) 
Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 119.73–88 
73.    Thy hands have ' made me and ' fashioned me: O give me understanding, 
that I may ' learn ' thy com'mandments. 
74.    They that fear thee will be glad ' when they ' see me: because I have ' put 
my ' trust in thy ' word. 
75.    I know O Lord that thy ' judgements are ' right: and that thou of very 
faithfulness hast ' caused me ' to be ' troubled. 
76.    O let thy merciful kindness ' be my ' comfort: according to thy ' word ' unto 
thy ' servant. 
77.    O let thy loving mercies come unto me that ' I may ' live: for thy ' law is ' 
my de'light. 

1. I will sing the wondrous story  
of the Christ who died for me, 
How he left the realms of glory  
for the cross on Calvary. 
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story  3. He will keep me till the river 
of the Christ who died for me -  rolls uits waters at my feet: 
Sing it with his saints in glory,   then he’ll bear me safely over, 
gathered by the crystal sea.  made by grace for glory meet. 
      Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
2. I was lost but Jesus found me, of the Christ who died for me— 
found the sheep that went astray, sing it with his saints in glory, 
raised me up and gently led me  gathered by the crystal sea. 
back into the narrow way. 
Days of darkness still may meet me, 
sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 
but his presence still is with me, 
by his guiding hand I’m led. 
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78.    Let the proud be confounded, for they go wickedly about ' to 
de'stroy me: but I will be ' occupied in ' thy com'mandments. 
79.    Let such as fear thee and have ' known thy ' testimonies: be ' turn-ed ' 
unto ' me. 
80.    O let my heart be sound ' in thy ' statutes: that ' I be ' not a'shamed. 
81.    My soul hath longed for ' thy sal'vation: and I have a good hope 
be'cause of thy ' word. 
82.    Mine eyes long sore ' for thy ' word: saying ' O when ' wilt thou ' comfort 
me? 
83.    For I am become like a bottle ' in the ' smoke: yet do I ' not for'get thy ' 
statutes. 
84.    How many are the ' days of thy ' servant: when wilt thou be ' avenged of ' 
them that ' persecute me? 
85.    The proud have ' dig-ged ' pits for me: which ' are not ' after thy ' law. 
86.    All thy com'mandments are ' true: they persecute me falsely ' O be ' thou 
my ' help. 
87.    They had almost made an end of me up'on ' earth: but I for'sook not ' thy 
com'mandments. 
88.    O quicken me after thy ' loving ' kindness: and so shall I keep the ' 
testimonies ' of thy ' mouth.  
 

Exodus 18.13-26 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and 
the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. 
 And when Moses’ father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, 
What is this thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself 
alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even? 
And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to 
enquire of God: 
 When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one 
and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws. 
And Moses’ father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not good. 
Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for 
this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. 
Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with 
thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes 
unto God: 
 And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them 
the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. 
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Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of 
thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: 
And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great 
matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so 
shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee. 
If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able 
to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace. 
So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had 
said. 
 And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over 
the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers 
of tens. 
 And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought 
unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves. 
 

Matthew 7.1-14 
Judge not, that ye be not judged.  For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 
And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? 
 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of 
thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 
 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye. 
Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: 
 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his 
son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a 
serpent? 
 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them 
that ask him? 
 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 
 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
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that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it. 
 

Hymn (590) 
Words: Karen Lafferty 

Tune: Seek Ye First, Karen Lafferty (b.1948) arr. Adrian Vernon Fish 

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you; 
allelu, alleluia.  
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 
 
2. You shall not live by bread alone, 
but by ev’ry word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God; 
allelu, alleluia. 
 
3. Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
seek and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you; 
allelu, alleluia. 
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@CofEPortsmouth magazine  
– Autumn edition 

 
The latest edition of our Diocesan magazine @CofEPortsmouth is now 

out. Pick up your copy at St Faith’s or St Alban’s.  This edition in-
cludes features on: 

 how refurbishments of our church buildings are helping to cement 
their status at the heart of communities; 

 how local churches are providing homes for the homeless, asylum 
seekers and victims of domestic abuse; 

 the launch of a new church plant that aims to attract families; 

 the worshipper whose faith blossomed during the pandemic….and 
much more. 

 

You can also read the magazine online at portsmouth.anglican.org/
magazine. 

https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=9b25f2121d&e=12d36059e1
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=9b25f2121d&e=12d36059e1

