Havant with
St Nicholas, Langstone

The Chronicle
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant”

28 October 2021 (Vol 78)

Sanctuary!
It was a joy to rehang our Sanctuary Lamp
last Saturday, after some beautiful polishing
and restoration by Steve, one of our
fabulous volunteers. The Lamp contains a
candle, which is lit whenever consecrated
bread and wine are kept on the High Altar
(for devotional purposes). It is a sign of
Christ’s special and unique presence among
us, through the medium of spirituallytransformed bread and wine.
The word ‘Sanctuary’ has its roots in
the Latin word ‘Sanctus’, meaning holy. It’s
a signal that something, or some space, is
set apart for a special and holy purpose. But it has also become linked
with the notion of safety (for example, a place for refugees to run to). This
idea stems from the medieval law that anyone who could make it into the
Sanctuary of a church was immune from arrest by the civil authorities (for
as long as they could stay there).
I like to think of St Faith’s as a place of Sanctuary...from the
pressures of the world or complicated lives, or as a place of safety and
warmth for the homeless wanderer, or spiritual seeker. Everything we do
in our building has this notion of Sanctuary at its heart. Whether we are
worshipping God as a community, or praying individually, or listening to
sublime music in our Lunchtime Concerts, or studying the Bible Story
together (as we will do again this Sunday afternoon). Or maybe were
gathering in the church for fellowship (at TAT, or the Monday Club). All of
these activities (and many more!) are about seeking Sanctuary - a place of
safety, love and support for all. Each event has the capacity to lift us out
of our personal lives and focus, and encourages us to seek God in the
company of others. Long may it continue!
Canon Tom
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The week ahead…
at St Faith’s unless otherwise indicated
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the Divine,
Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas
(Sendai, Japan)
The Diocese
For Commissary Bishop Rob,
& for Bishop Jonathan Frost
as he prepares to lead us.
Our Parish & Community
And our growing link with St
Alban’s
Those who have asked for
our prayers
Sue Titcomb
Marlene Sharpe
Tim McCann
Ian Dillow
Veronica Holder
Patrick Hounsham
Olive Rush
Brandon Taylor
Angela Thompson
Grace Skilleter
Judy Barnett
Roslyn Macmillan
Jill Peters
The Recently Departed
Geoff Robson
Steven Howick
Michael Croney
Charles (Mac) McAndrew
(Funeral on 2 November at
2.45pm)

Anniversaries of Departed
30th George (Bob) Harvey
31st Malcolm Bushell
2nd Nicholas Jones
Linda Watson

1030
1400

0930

0930

1000
1630
1830

THURSDAY 28 Oct
TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Canon Tom.
Attend in person or watch online (See Sunday links).
TAT - Thursday at Two (in church). Speaker: Clive
Barnett - ‘My life as a Head Teacher and School
Inspector’

FRIDAY 29 Oct
NO LITTLE LAMBS (is on a half-term break)
SUNDAY 31 Oct - ALL SAINTS (Transferred)
PARISH COMMUNION President & Preacher: Canon
Tom. To watch online: click here to participate via
Facebook) or www.stfaith.com
PARISH COMMUNION at St Alban’s (and online)
The BIBLE STORY - Patriarchs. With Rev’d Barbara
Hammond. See page 20 for more info.
EVENSONG - Led by Reader Sandra with preacher,
Reader Mike Fluck.

MONDAY 01 NOV
1000 MONDAY CLUB in church
1500 NO TEA & CHAT THIS WEEK (via Zoom - click here)
TUESDAY 02 NOV
1030 TEA & CHAT in church
1330 FRIENDSHIP GROUP (at St Alban’s)
1445 FUNERAL OF CHARLES McANDREW (‘Mac’)
WEDNESDAY 03 NOV
1230 LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Thomas Luke - Winner of
Young Musician of the Year 2020 (Keyboard
Category) Attend in person or watch online (same
links as Sunday)
SUNDAY 0930 SERVICE SHEETS
Hymns, readings and prayers are included at the rear of this
Chronicle Complete copies of Sunday morning services can
be downloaded from https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/
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MONTHLY INFORMATION
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone

NOVEMBER 2021
Isaac Watts was an English Christian minister, hymn writer, theologian and
logician. He was a prolific and popular hymn writer and is credited with some
750 hymns. Watts was born in Southampton on 17 July 1674 and was brought
up in the home of a committed religious nonconformist. His father, also Isaac
Watts had been incarcerated twice for his views. Watts had a classical
education at King Edward VI School, Southampton, learning Latin, Greek and
Hebrew. Watts displayed a propensity for rhyme from an early age. He was
once asked why he had his eyes open during prayers, to which he responded:
A little mouse for want of stairs
ran up a rope to say its prayers.
He received corporal punishment for this, to which he cried:
O father, father, pity take
And I will no more verses make.
Watts could not attend Oxford or Cambridge because he was a nonconformist
and these universities were restricted to Anglicans—as were government
positions at the time. He went to the Dissenting Academy at Stoke
Newington in 1690. Much of the remainder of his life centred on that village,
which is now part of Inner London.
There are 13 hymns in Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New with words by
Isaac Watts. The five best known hymns are:
120
Come, let us join our cheerful songs
359 Jesus shall reign
370 Joy to the World
494 O God, our help in ages past
738 When I survey the wondrous cross
Watts died on 25 November 1748 in Stoke Newington, London and there is a
statue of him in Abney Park Cemetery which is one of the “Magnificent Seven”
cemeteries in London. The others being at Brompton, Highgate, .Kensal
Green, Nunhead, Tower Hamlets and West Norwood. The "Magnificent
Seven"
is
an
informal
term
applied
to
seven
large
private cemeteries in London. They were established in the 19th century to
alleviate overcrowding in existing parish burial grounds.
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Gill Locke has recently been co opted to St Faith’s PCC. She comes with
previous experience on the PCC of St George’s Portsea . She was a member
of that Church for about ten years, eight years of which she served on the
Committee. Following her studies on the Bishop’s Foundation Course she
took courses in Spirituality and in Exploring Christianity. Born in Emsworth,
she has lived most of her life in the local area and now has her home on
Hayling with her fiancée Sarah Jane, Her job as a community nurse is based
in Havant and she enjoys singing with the choir ‘Spirit of the South’,
swimming, walking and gardening.
Communications. The PCC placed a task on the Communications Team
(Hilary Deadman, Marion Porter, Geoff Porter & Colin Carter) for the
Mission Plan to actively consider how our communications can be scaledup to make use of emerging social media platforms. If you have experience
in social media and would like to join the Team specifically to investigate
these platforms, and whether it is considered, if any, can enhance our
communications, then please contact one of the Team.
The social media platforms used by St Faith's presently are Facebook,
which complements our website by disseminating up-to-date information,
the live-streaming of our services and events on both Facebook and our
website, and YouTube for videos of our services, events and other
activities.
Corporal David O’Connor. On every Remembrance Sunday since 2013, this
cross made from shell cartridges by Royal
Marine colleagues of Corporal David O’Connor
of 40 Commando Royal Marines, is displayed on
the High Altar. David was killed in Afghanistan
on 24 October 2012 and his funeral was held in
St. Faith’s on 15 November 2012. David’s
mother Rosemary (who is a member of our PCC)
gave the cross to St. Faith’s and she proudly
wears the Elizabeth Cross which is a
commemorative emblem given to the
recognised next of kin of members of the British
Armed Forces killed in action or as a result of a
terrorist attack after the Second World
Remembrance Sunday this year is 14 November.
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CONTACTS

Rector
(rest day: Monday)*
Lay Pastor & Reader
(rest day: Wednesday)*
Readers

Canon Tom Kennar
Mrs Sandra Haggan

Dr Michael Fluck
Mrs Jackie Brookfield
Church Wardens
Mr Colin Hedley
Mr Clive Barnett
Head Server
Mr Bruce Strugnell
Administrator
Mrs Pauline West
PCC Secretary
Mrs Pauline West
PCC Treasurer
Vacant
Musical Director
Mr Graham Kidd
Captain Bellringers
Mr Bill Skilleter
Safeguarding Officer
Mrs Pauline West
Data Protection Officer
Mrs Pauline West
Health & Safety Officer
Mr Will Coulston
Stewardship
Mr Alan Hakim
Electoral Roll
Mr Hugh Owen
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman
Pastoral Team Leader
Mrs Julia Hancock
Children’s Society
Mrs Sandra Haggan
Men’s Group
Mr Nick Saunders
Mission Development
Mr Colin Hedley
Finance Manager
Miss Ani Moore
General Manager
Mr Will Coulston
Caretaker
Mr John Glassett
Shop Manager
Mrs Clare Kennar
Shop Assistant Manager
Mrs Jacqui North
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West
Website
Mr Colin Carter
*Please observe these rest days

tomkennar@gmail.com
07881 025592
07452 982287
023 9247 7391
023 9246 2644
023 9249 8229
01243 389257
023 9248 4435
023 9249 2129
023 9249 2129
music@stfaith.com
023 9225 3802
023 9249 2129
023 9249 2129
07483 848809
023 9247 1681
023 9247 1204
023 9247 1241
023 9248 3808
023 9245 5161
023 9247 3922
023 9249 8229
financeofficer@stfaith.com
07483 848809
07472 988098
07837 700891
07590 904010
07761 912617
webmaster@stfaith.com

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129
Opening Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am—12noon (please wear a mask)
Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for:
All enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email: office@stfaith.com
Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:
Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre
Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com
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Our bellringers will be ringing
out for Climate Change this
Saturday!

A COMMENT ON COP 26
- from Canon Tom
“If sea levels rise further, we’ll have to make
room for the congregation up here”

I’m doing my bit...with my electric
moped, powered by renewable
energy. But, the UK is responsible
for only 1% of the world’s total emissions (China & the US contribute 43%
together). So my personal contribution to Climate Change is only one sixtyfive-millionth of one percent (assuming there are 65 million people in the
UK).
It’s a hard fact that meaningful change to the climate disaster we face
can only come about through the efforts and commitments of world
Governments. I applaud the UK Government’s efforts so far - but they are
still only scratching the surface of the real need. And many other
Governments are much further behind. So what can we do?
1)
Pray for world leaders as they gather in Glasgow next week - pray for
wisdom and the courage to take real, meaningful action.
2)
Let your local MP and local politicians know how important the issue
of climate change is to you.
3)
Do all you can on a personal level to cut your emissions. Every little
helps - even a 65,000,000th of 1% is something!
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Festive Indoor Market
18 December

There's something seasonal on the horizon.
Without saying the word, you'll know.
Join us at The Pallant Centre (up by the side of Waitrose)
and many others from the Havant community
at our indoor table top market!
Call it festive if you wish .
All table enquiries can be made by emailing
stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com
or calling Will on 07483 848 809
8

We WILL Remember Them!
Subject to any surprises
from COVID-19, we are
currently planning to ‘return
to normal’ on Remembrance
Sunday (14 November).
We
will
hold
a
shortened
Communion
Service at 9.30am, then
gather with the community at the War Memorial for a 10.50am
Act of Remembrance. This will be followed by a Civic Service
(with the Mayor of Havant and our local MP) in the church.

Knitters Kneeded!
We would love to give a Christmas Angel to
every one of the 260 children from Fairfield
Infant School this year...as a small token of
love from St Faith’s. But we need the busy
hands of Knitters to achieve it!
Knitting patterns (and some spare
wool) are available from Sandra at church.
Can YOU help?!

Coffee Morning Next Saturday
St Faith’s Coffee Morning is ON - next Saturday (6th
November). The Men’s Group will be in charge - so come
along and find out how many cakes they made themselves!
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Advent York Course
Dear all
I’m setting up a four session York Course for
Advent: you’ll be very welcome to join us from
the comfort of your own armchair!

Here are the details:
EXPECTING CHRIST
Mondays 7.30pm
November 29th
December 6th
December 13th
December 20th

Session (1) Expecting Christ in family
Session (2) Expecting Christ in me
Session (3) Expecting Christ in prayer
Session (4) Expecting Christ in the end

Joining the study group
If you intend to join us, please let me know by email (to
revbill@virginmedia.com). I’ll issue the Zoom link in the week
beginning 22nd November just to those who’ve confirmed they’d like
to be involved. If you try to join us on the 29th November without
letting me know beforehand I may assume that you’re a gate-crasher
and not let you in on Zoom!
The course booklet
There’s no obligation, but you may like to get yourself some of the
related material – especially the Course Booklet at £3.80 – from the
Advent York Courses website, on the following link:
https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/expecting-christ/

It’ll be great to see you then!
Rev’d Bill Stillwell

10

St Faith’s Church Coffee Morning

Saturday 6 November
10am—12noon
All welcome
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Limericks
Last week, the Editor issued a challenge for any reader to write a better
limerick than his. Only two have been received...so far. So come on, you
budding limerick-writers….we’re waiting!

From Ann Griffiths...

From Martin Mosse...

There once was a Rector called Tom
Who bounced like a Tiggerish bomb.
He zoomed here and there
Doing good everywhere
And was known as 'thegoodegg.com'.

A graduate student of Trinity
Computed the square of infinity
But it gave him the fidgits
To put down the digits
So he dropped maths and took up
divinity!

Justified?
‘Justification by Grace’ is a Christian idea. (It means that we are made
right in the sight of God by his gracious gift of forgiveness). But the
justification of text is something else altogether!
Thank you to everyone who responded to the Editor’s plea for
opinions about whether justified or unjustified text was preferred.
Opinions were pretty much equally split! Therefore, the Editor will
continue to use his own best judgement about which one to use!
This week, however, he has removed the columns from the
printing of the weekly sermon (as columns seem not to be so popular).
Let him know, by all means, what you think! (rector@stfaith.com).
12
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Calling all cake-makers!
A plea from Sandra Haggan

Little Lambs is
now up and
running
again
and we like to
serve the adult carers a slice of
home made cake with their cup
of tea.
If you can help, we only
need one cake for each week.
There is sign up sheet on the
side-persons’ table in church. If
you feel able to make a cake it
would
be
very
much
appreciated.
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Thursday 28 October

Come and join us on the last Thursday of the month—2pm to
4pm. Short talks on a topic such as crime prevention, the Talking News, etc; Refreshments will be available as well as recreational games. A very flexible time in which everyone who wishes
can participate and put-forward ideas. Run by our Lay Pastor,
Sandra Haggan who can be contacted on 07452 982287.
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Is the Bible the word of God?
A sermon for Bible Sunday
A sermon from Rev’d Canon Tom Kennar on Sunday 24 October 2021.
According to one survey, the Bible has sold more than 6 billion
copies in more than 2,000 languages and dialects. Whatever the precise
figure, the Bible is by far the bestselling book of all time.
On the other hand, the Bible is also the least read book in the
world! Very few Bibles ever get opened. They are often given as
gifts. But, unfortunately, they often remain as pristine as the day they are
given.
Why is this? There’s a number of reasons. Sometimes the translations
of the Bible are just too difficult, too archaic for modern minds to
grasp. Other people find that they do try to start reading the Bible. But
they soon get lost in a sea of numbers and laws.
Others, having skipped the laws, find themselves in the Psalms, or in
the Prophets...and there they quickly find their attention wandering. For
such writings come to us from a very different mind-set and culture. And
so, frustrated (and perhaps feeling a little guilty) people lay aside their
Bible, and reach for a novel instead! We find that we have a whole
generation of Christians, in churches all over the world, who have been
told time and again to read their bibles...but who find that they just can't
do it.
In my experience, if that’s YOU, you will undoubtedly be a good
Christian. You will be someone who tries to follow Jesus every day. You will
be someone who worships your Creator, loves their neighbour, and who
gives generously to the work of God. And yet, you will be carrying around
this weight of guilt that you never actually open your Bible.
So, how am I to respond to this fact? How would you expect me to
react? Perhaps I should pull myself up to my full height and call you all
'Sinners!'?
Hmm...I'm not sure that would help very much, would it? Because,
actually, if you are one of those who finds the Bible difficult to read...I
agree with you! The Bible is not a novel. It's not a newspaper. Some
people have described the Bible as 'the Maker's Instructions'. But for
many, it’s the kind of instructions which come from the Far East, translated
16

by someone who learned their English in primary school...like this bit of
helpful instruction from a computer hard-drive I recently
purchased: "More simple under USB interface, it only can do until the
3rd step and deleted is present channel”. And let’s be honest – that’s
how some of us hear the Bible. I know – I watch those eyes glazing over!
But the Bible is not an instruction manual. Neither is it a wellplanned novel from a single writer, who sets out to tell a story. Instead, it
is a collection of writings, 66 letters and books, assembled over a period
of about 1,600 years. (The word Bible itself means ‘library’). It contains
legal codes, songs and poetry, prophecy, myths, history, stories and some
pretty complex theology. Sometimes these different genres are separate.
Sometimes they are all woven into just one of the books! (The gospels
are a good example of this.)
So does all this mean that we don't need to bother with the hard
work of reading the Bible? No. It doesn't. One of the things that the
Protestant Reformation gave us, was access to the precious pages of
Scripture for ourselves. With that access comes the chance to grow daily
in our understanding of God. But unlike a Catherine Cookson or a Jeffrey
Archer, reading the Bible is the work of a lifetime. Its beauty, and its
huge complexity, takes a lifetime of learning to even begin to master.
But, the church Fathers of old were right about one thing. They knew
that, unless properly understood, the Bible can be so easily mis-used and
manipulated. That's why the quote "you shall not suffer a witch to live"
was used so mercilessly throughout the Middle Ages. It's why the letter
to Philemon was used for so long as a justification for slavery. It’s why
the letters of St Paul are still used to silence women’s voices in some
church leadership circles, and to denigrate people of minority gender
identities or sexual orientations. It is too easy for unthinking people to
take a line or phrase from one of the Bible’s many competing voices to
justify their personal biases and prejudices.
The underlying problem is that in some very loud quarters of the
church, the Library of books, stories, myths, laws, poems and theology we
have inherited has gained a status which it does not claim for
itself. Some of the loudest voices declare that the ‘Library’ is ‘the Word
of God’…as if God had personally written down his thoughts for us, as
fully- formed instructions for us to follow slavishly.
Well…I might be about to shock you now. My view (with which you
are free to disagree and argue) is that we should be very careful about
treating the Bible as the Word of God. Rather, it is a collection of
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writings – Scriptures - which point us towards the actual Word of God – the
Logos of God – which is Jesus Christ. That’s why, in our services, after a
reading from the Bible, we say ‘For the Word of the Lord’ – rather than
‘This is the Word of the Lord’ – as most churches still do.
It’s a subtle distinction – and some of you may not have picked it
up. But by saying ‘For the Word of the Lord’, we give thanks for those parts
of the Scriptures which DO point us to the reality and the truth of God. But
we also give ourselves permission to understand that some of the
Scriptures we have inherited simply do not contain such truth. Rather, they
are an echo and a reflection of a time when our spiritual ancestors were
reaching out of their bronze and iron-age ignorance - towards the very idea
of a Divine Being at the heart of all things.
Along the way, they made some terrible mistakes – which we can read
about in the Scriptures. They murdered and pillaged in the name of their
God, led on by leaders who told them that such was God’s will and
instruction. They conquered the land of other tribes. They kept slaves and
subjugated women. They allowed religious ideas to be SO sacrosanct that
even children could be stoned at the city gates for blasphemy. They were
contemptuous of foreigners, and miserly towards the poor. None of these
things are the Word of the Lord – they are only a record of humanity’s
faltering quest for him – the actual Word of God.
For it is in Jesus Christ that the Scriptures find their target, and their
fulfilment. In the life and teaching of that one perfect human-being who
was God among us, we find the inspiration and the focus of the whole
Library we call The Bible. He is both the author and the perfector of our
faith – the first and the last. He inspired the writers of the Bible to seek for
him through its pages, like a mountainside inspires a painter. And through
his teachings, his life, his death and his ongoing inspiration – he leads us
ever onwards to the sun-lit uplands of our Faith. Amen.
____________________________________________________
CONSIDER THIS:
“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it
is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him
no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one
to whom we must render an account.” (Hebrews 4.12-13)
Ponder: Does this speak of a book, or a person?
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St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop
A big thank you to all those who responded to our appeal
for donations last week. We are truly grateful. If you want to
help by giving your time, we still need volunteers to work on
Mondays for a few hours. Please speak to Clare.

THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES
Tues to Thurs: 9.30am to 3pm
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm
Please drop donations off at the shop
during opening hours: (see above).
Kindly don’t leave them outside
when the shop is closed.
Thank you to all those who have donated
books over the past few months. The
bookshop has now been up and running
for a few weeks and going well. It is a
very quiet space,
where people can sit
and read and children
can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table
to enjoy the books.
If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.
We have wide range of novels, and Non
Fiction books.
19
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR NOVEMBER
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Patience
...attending the 9.30 service
We now have various teams on welcoming duties which includes
ticking everyone off on the register. Sometimes we know Christian
names but often have no idea of surnames. Please help us with your
names. We do appreciate your patience.

The Children's Society
If you have one of the Children's Society collection boxes please could
you bring it to church so that we can send the monies off to The
Children's Society. If you do not have a box but would like one to
collect your change and support this excellent charity do let me know.
Sandra Haggan

Christmas Shoebox Collection
The annual Christmas Shoebox is
now under way in association with
the Rotary Club of Havant.
Instructions on completion of the
box are on the leaflet giving
suggested items to include.
The “Do not include” is of
prime importance due to Customs
regulations. Wrapping paper should
allow the box to be opened for
inspection and the part of the leaflet giving gender of the child
and age group taped on the top of the box. Completed boxes
should be brought to the 09.30 service for blessing and collected
by Rotary on Sunday 31 October. Leaflets are available in church.
Any queries can be directed to Colin Warlow on 02392 475447. If
you require a shoebox, there are some available in church.
22
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Morning Service - Sunday 31 October
All Saints
President & Preacher: Rev’d Canon Tom Kennar
Organist: Graham Kidd

Processional Hymn: (551)
Words: Robert Grant (1779-1838)
Tune: Hanover: Melody and Bass by William Croft (1678-1727)

1. O worship the King,
all glorious above!
O gratefully sing
his power and his love!
Our shield and defender,
the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendour,
and girded with praise.

4. Thy bountiful care,
what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air;
it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills,
it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils
in the dew and the rain.

2. O tell of his might!
O sing of his grace!
Whose robe is the light,
whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath
the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path
on the wings of the storm.

5. Frail children of dust,
and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust,
nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies, how tender!
How firm to the end!
Our Maker, Defender,
Redeemer, and Friend!

3. The earth, with its store
of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy pow’r
hath founded of old,
hath 'stablished it fast
by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast,
like a mantle, the sea.

6. O measureless Might,
ineffable Love,
while angels delight
to hymn thee above,
thy humbler creation,
though feeble their lays,
with true adoration
shall sing to thy praise

24

Collect
Almighty God,
you have knit together your elect in one communion
and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living
that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
First Reading The Book of Wisdom 3. 1-9
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever
touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their
departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be their
destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of others they were
punished, their hope is full of immortality.
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God
tested them and found them worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried
them, and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted them.
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks
through the stubble. They will govern nations and rule over peoples, and the
Lord will reign over them for ever.
Those who trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide
with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he
watches over his elect.
John 11.32-34
The Raising of Lazarus
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said
to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep.
So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been
dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?’
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come
out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Offertory Hymn: (177 - Omitting 3,5 & 6)
Words: William Walsham How, (1823-1897)
Music: Sine nomine: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

1. For all the saints, who from their labours rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
2. Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might;
thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. Alleluia, Alleluia!
4. O blest communion! Fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia, Alleluia!
7. But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia, Alleluia!
8. From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
and singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: Alleluia, Alleluia!
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Hymn during the distribution (60)
Words and music :Graham Kendrick

1. Beauty for brokenness,
hope for despair;
Lord, in your suffering
this is our prayer;
Bread for the children
justice, joy, peace
sunrise to sunset
your Kingdom increase!

4. Rest for the ravaged earth,
oceans and streams
plundered and poisoned;
our future, our dreams.
Lord, end our madness
carelessness, greed,
make us content with
the things that we need.

2. Shelter for fragile lives,
cures for their ills,
work for the craftsman,
trade for their skills,
land for the dispossessed
rights for the weak,
voices to plead the cause
of those who can't speak.

God of the poor,
Friend of the weak,
Give us compassion, we pray,
Melt our cold hearts,
Let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love
From a spark to a flame.

God of the poor,
Friend of the weak,
Give us compassion, we pray,
Melt our cold hearts,
Let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love
From a spark to a flame.

5. Lighten our darkness,
breathe on this flame
until your justice
burns brightly again,
until the nations
learn of your ways,
seek your salvation
and bring you their praise.

3. Refuge from cruel wars
havens from fear,
cities for sanctuary,
freedoms to share,
peace to the killing-fields,
scorched earth to green;
Christ for the bitterness
his cross for the pain.
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Prayers after Communion
God, the source of all holiness
and giver of all good things:
may we who have shared at this table
as strangers and pilgrims here on earth
be welcomed with all your saints to the heavenly feast
on the day of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Hymn: (398)
Words: Ascribed to Thomas a Kempis (c.1379-1471)
Tune: Regent Square: Henry Smart (1813-1879

1. Light’s abode, celestial Salem,
vision whence true peace doth spring,
brighter than the heart can fancy,
mansion of the highest King;
O how glorious are the praises
which of thee the prophets sing.

4. O how glorious and resplendent,
fragile body, shalt thou be,
when endued with so much beauty,
full of health and strong and free,
full of vigour, full of pleasure
that shall last eternally.

2. There for ever and for ever
alleluia is outpoured;
for unending, for unbroken
is the feast-day of the Lord;
all is pure and all is holy
that within thy walls is stored.

5. Now with gladness, now with
courage,
bear the burden on thee laid,
that hereafter these thy labours
may with endless gifts be paid;
and in everlasting glory
thou with brightness be arrayed.

3. There no cloud or passing vapour
dims the brightness of the air;
endless noon-day, glorious noon-day,
from the Sun of suns is there;
there no night brings rest from labour,
for unknown are toil and care.
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6. Laud and honour to the Father,
laud and honour to the Son,
laud and honour to the Spirit,
ever Three and ever One,
consubstantial, co-eternal,
while unending ages run.

Sunday Evening Prayer
Sunday 31 October at 6:30pm
Fourth Sunday before Advent
Leader: Sandra Haggan
Preacher: Dr Mike Fluck
Hymn (68)
Words: Katherina von Schlegel (b.1697) trans. Jane L Borthwick alt.
Tune: Finlandia, Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is at your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in every change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav’nly friend,
through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end.
2. Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake,
all now mysterious shall be clear at last.
Be still, ,my soul: the tempests still obey
his voice, who ruled them once on Galilee.
3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be for ever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.

Psalm 1
1 BLESSED is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stood in the way of sinners :
and hath not sat in the seat of the scornful.
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord :
and in his law will he exercise himself day and night.
3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the water-side :
that will bring forth his fruit in due season.
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4 His leaf also shall not wither :
and look, whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper.
5 As for the ungodly, it is not so with them :
but they are like the chaff, which the wind scattereth away from the face of
the earth.
6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to stand in the judgement :
neither the sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
7 But the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous :
and the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Isaiah 40:27-end
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from
the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God’? Have you not known?
Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends
of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even
youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint.

Revelation 19:6-10
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying
out, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his
bride has made herself ready; to her it has been granted to be clothed with
fine linen, bright and pure’—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints.
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are
true words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to
me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant with you and your
comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’
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Hymn (282)
Words: Charles Edward Oakley (1832-1865) , adapted
Tune: Little Cornard, Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

1. Hills of the north, rejoice,
echoing songs arise,
hail with united voice
him who made earth and skies:
he comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.

4. Shores of the utmost west,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heav’nly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o’er our darkest night.

2. Isles of the southern seas
sing to the list’ning earth,
carry on ev’ry breeze
hope of a world’s new birth:
in Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.

5. Shout, as you journey on,
songs be in ev’ry mouth,
lo, from the north they come,
from east and west and south:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the longing earth be blest.

3. Lands of the east, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
the God whom you have longed to know
in Christ draws near, and calls you now.

Hymn (636)
Words: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900)
Tune: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

1. The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation, by water and the word;
from heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride,
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.
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3. ‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace for evermore;
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.
4. Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
like them, the meet and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

Topical Joke...
submitted by Kevin West from Private Eye Magazine

32

