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The Chronicle 
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

25 November 2021 (Vol 82) 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

Advent is here! 

The new church year starts on Sunday - so let me be the first to wish you a 
happy new year!  Weirdly, however, the church’s year begins with a 
somewhat confusing message, at least to those who think of the annual 
turn of the calendar as signifying that something has arrived.  For us, the 
turn of the year happens with a message of ‘waiting’ for the promised 

‘coming’ (which is what advent 
means).   
 In Advent, we start the 
church’s new year with hope - 
hope that the Saviour who came 
to us as a baby will also return to 
us in majestic power, to fully 
establish his Kingdom of Love on 
earth (as it is in heaven).  But in 
doing so, we also renew our sense 
of what has gone before.  As we 

light our Advent Ring, we will remember the faithful servants of the past, 
the ’patriarchs’ (like Abraham and Moses), the ’prophets’ (like Isaiah and 
Jeremiah), John the Baptiser (who prepared the Way) and Mary, the 
Mother of our Lord (whose willing obedience brought Christ into the 
world).  We will honour their faithfulness in carrying the good news of God 
through past generations, and renew our own commitments to do the 
same. 
 This year, it has already been our great privilege to share that sense 
of looking back while looking forward with 90 children from Bosmere, at 
our Advent Experience last Tuesday.  You can read all about it on pages 8 
and 9.  My prayer is that we may all be inspired by the past, and excited by 
the future as we enter the church’s new year together.  See you on 
Sunday, I hope!                Canon Tom
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including our mission 
partners in Ghana and Japan 

 
The Diocese  

For Commissary Bishop Rob, 
& for Bishop Jonathan Frost 
as he prepares to lead us. 

 
Our Parish & Community 

and our growing link with St 
Alban’s 

 
Those who have asked for 

our prayers 
Sue Titcomb 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Olive Rush 
Brandon Taylor 

Angela Thompson 
Roslyn Macmillan 

Eileen Norris 
John Youngman 

 
The Recently Departed 

Bill Sagrott (funeral 3rd Dec, 
The Oaks, 10:00am) 

Verity Ireston 
Terence Taverner 

Kusum Patel 
Sue Hillebrand  

(Funeral 6 Dec, 12:30,   
St Faith’s Church).  See note 

on page 10. 
Clint Cosser 

 
Anniversaries of Departed  

27th Ida Simmonds 
28th Constance Hoad 

29th John Goulty 

SEE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR REGULAR EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 25 Nov 
1030  TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Canon 

Tom. Attend in person or watch online (See 
Sunday links).  

 
SATURDAY 27 NOV 

0900 Saturday Breakfast at St Alban’s (see page 20) 
 

SUNDAY 28 NOV - (Advent Sunday) 
0930 PARISH COMMUNION President & Preacher: 

Canon Tom. To watch online: click here  to 
participate via Facebook) or www.stfaith.com  

1000 Parish Communion at St Alban’s (and online) 
1645 Rehearsal for Choral Evensong 
1830 Choral Evensong (and online).  

 
MONDAY 29 NOV 

1800 Exhibition Preview with wine and nibbles - Carol 
Acworth Exhibition (see page 11).  Meet the artist! 

 
TUESDAY 30 NOV to SATURDAY 05 DEC 

1000 to 1500 Daily:  Carol Acworth ‘Dance of Life‘ 
Exhibition (see page 12)  

 
WEDNESDAY 01 DEC 

1230 LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Pianist Myles Tyrrell (and 
online)  

 
NEXT FRIDAY (03 DEC) 

1000 (onwards) - MEN’S GROUP CURRY NIGHT (see page 
20) 

  
NEXT SATURDAY (04 DEC) 

1000 ST FAITH’S COFFEE MORNING (see page 20) 
1900 Saturday night at the Pallant (see page 13) 

The BUSY week ahead… 
at St Faith’s unless otherwise indicated 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
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Bygone Days 
submitted by Mavis Floyd nee Ralph  

Carol Singing when Life was Simpler! 
 

Once again a chat with Sandra has led me down memory lane.  As Christmas 
approaches I often think of years gone by when the Reverend Douglas 
Caiger (curate at the time) arranged for several of us from our “Young 
Communicants” group to go carol singing. 
 Following practice sessions – with descants and a bit of German.  He 
had thoughtfully got in touch with a few well respected church members 
who kindly agreed to welcome us.  As they were not asked or expected to 
donate any money we often found ourselves offered mince pies or 
sweetmeats and my most memorable occasion was when I took what I 
thought was a pineapple cube but to my horror was actually ginger.  Being 
the ‘real’ McCoy this was definitely stronger than I bargained for and the 
taste stayed with me for a couple of days!  Hence I have not had it since! 
 That same occasion my sister Joan had a torch shone on her face 
which triggered one of her migraines and she had to go home. 
 Although I no longer have a “singing” voice I still very much love 
carols and will be “croaking” them to myself at home. 
 PS.  One of the houses we visited was later pulled down and replaced 
with flats – which by sheer coincidence is where I now live!          

Charity Shop Volunteers from Christmas 2017  

submitted by Liz White 

Wyn Clinnick 
Betty Scriven 

Liz White 
Val Long 

Stephanie Floyd 
Jane Dorby 

Angela Kennedy 
Barbara Stearne 
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As we cleared space for the Bosmere School Advent Experience a different 

use was found by the Monday Club.  What could you score by throwing 

table tennis balls into different containers, the ball had to bounce on the 

table first. I wonder who the winner was? 

Monday Club Fun! 
Submitted by Sandra Haggan 

Canon Tom 

joining in the 

fun by testing 

his skills with a 

table-tennis 

ball! 

Update: I have been reliably informed that their were 6 teams and winning team 

comprised Jenny, her daughter Sarah, Sheena and Betty, who won by 5 points! 
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Our fabulous Children and Young Families Team did a brilliant job on 
Tuesday, providing an unforgettable Advent Experience to 90 children 
from Bosmere School. The best 
quote of the day from a child who 
said ‘that’s the best thing I’ve EVER 
done!’ 

The team led the children in groups 
of five, through five encounters 
with characters from the Christmas 
story, topped and tailed with stories 
and a song from Canon Tom, 
around a candle-lit manger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It truly felt like Christmas! 

Advent Experience 
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Sue Hillebrand’s Funeral Service will take place at St Faith’s on Monday 6th 

of December, at 1230 (to be followed by a private cremation). 

Sensible Covid precautions indicate that the numbers expected to attend are 

probably at their safe maximum.  For those unable to attend in person, the 

service will be live-streamed on our Facebook site, and on the parish website 

using the same links as for Sunday Services (see page 2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank and the family have been touched and overwhelmed by the many 

messages of condolence received.  Frank said that this has been “a great 

comfort in our loss.  Please remember us in your prayers on the 6th as we 

come together to give thanks and celebrate Sue’s life, and to entrust her to 

the Lord’s loving arms”. 

We are delighted to learn that former Rector of St Faith’s, Rev’d Peter Jones, 

will be reading a lesson at Sue’s funeral.  We look forward to welcoming him 

and Tricia back to the parish, albeit for such a sad occasion.  

Canon Tom 

Sue Hillebrand - R.I.P. 
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Havant Passion Play 
Presents 

A fresh chance to prepare yourself for Christmas!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re offering a short filmed monologue on YouTube, the HPP website and 
our Facebook page every day of Advent.  

Come and hear a different character from the story of the coming of Christ 
share their own experience each day.  

A chance not to be missed! 
 

Starting on  
Monday 29th November 

Open a new door every day on A Living Advent Calendar on: 

 
YouTube: 

search for HPP - A living advent calendar Day 1 (and so on) 
 

HPP website: 
https://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk/ 

 
Facebook: 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/pg/havantpassionplay/community/ 
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Insurer, Inoculator or Investor? 

From Canon Tom 
 

So far, through the pandemic, we have managed very well, financially 
as a parish - not least thanks to the generosity of SO many of our 
friends and members.  From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank 
you all.   Barring many more unforeseen shocks (such as when a 
memorial plaque fell off the wall last week!) there is a good chance 
that we will generate a surplus, this year.   
 However, next year (from January) we will no longer have the 
benefit of Government Covid grants, and the costs of energy, building 
materials and staffing are rising steeply.  At the present moment, we 
are contemplating a significant deficit on the year (as much as 
£30,000) unless we can raise more income, or cut our costs. 
 This unnerving fact reminded me of a question I heard a while 
ago at a conference:  ‘what kind of giver are you?’.  The questioner 
prompted me to think about my own giving to the parish, and I 
wonder whether you might be challenged by the same question.  He 
suggested that donors can be divided into the following categories: 
 

A) The Insurer:  Someone who wants to ‘insure’ (yes, that should be 
‘ensure’!) that the church will still be standing when they have need 
of it (such as for a funeral or a wedding). 
 

B) The Inoculator:  the person who gives just enough of their wealth 
to feel like they have made a contribution.  (They have ’inoculated’ 
themselves against feeling guilty about not giving at all). 
 

C) The Investor:   the person who believes in what the parish is trying 
to achieve for the Kingdom and the Community, and who is prepared 
to invest generously in the future. 
 
Please don’t forget that many ways to ‘invest’ in the work of the 
Kingdom in this parish are available at www.stfaith.com/donations!  
You can set up regular monthly giving, or make one-off donations.  
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Hilda—and the Battle for Unity 

A sermon from Rev’d Canon Tom Kennar on Thursday 18 November 2021. 

Hilda is a name we don’t encounter very often these days.  In fact, I only know 
one Hilda within my entire circle of friends and church members.  Few of us 
who are older than 50 can hear the name without remembering the infamous 
Hilda Ogden, of Coronation Street – a strong, forceful character, with a piercing 
voice, who made the life of her poor husband Stanley rather complicated! 
 But, in fact, the name Hilde has a long and proud history in the British 
Isles.  Originally it was a Viking name, and it meant ‘battle’.  Not a bad name for 
the fictional Hilda Ogden – who picked plenty of fights with Stan and her 
neighbours!  But perhaps it’s an even better name for the saint whose memory 
we honour today – St Hilda of Whitby. 
 Hilda was a relative of the King of Northumbria, who established a 
monastic community somewhere near Whitby.  She was much loved by her 
community, and highly venerated in her life-time as a wise and compassionate 
leader.  As such she battled against rural poverty and ignorance, and battled to 
establish her community of love and learning. She is known as a patron of the 
arts, because – in particular – she fostered the music of a sheep-herder called 
Caedmon. 
 But she is perhaps most famous for playing a large part in an important 
gathering of the early British Church, which took place in the year 664…known 
as the Synod of Whitby.  At the time, the Church had already been well-
established in the British Isles – since at least the first century after Christ.  In 
fact, medieval scholars asserted that the first Bishop of Britain was a man called 
Aristobulus – who was believed to have been one of the 70 disciples, sent out 
two-by-two by Jesus himself.  Since those early days, the church had flourished, 
all across the British Isles.  The names of great Saints like David, Patrick, Alban 
and Aidan (who personally encouraged Hilde) come down to us from those 
years.  But, being somewhat distant from Rome, and especially after the fall of 
the Roman Empire, British Christianity had developed as a somewhat distinct 
version of Christianity, with many of its own local traditions. 
 But in the year 597, Pope Gregory sent Augustine, from Rome, with a 
brief to evangelise first the Anglo-Saxon tribes of Kent (who were said to be a 
pretty Godless lot, apparently).  Then, once established at Canterbury, 
Augustine set off to bring the rest of British Christianity fully under the authority 
of the Roman church.  Many British Christians were not too happy about 
this.  We Brits don’t take kindly to attempts to rule us from other European 
cities!  Great debates ensued, about the supremacy of Rome as the seat of St 
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Peter, on whom Jesus had said he would build his church.  One particular focus 
for this debate was on how to calculate the date of Easter.  Different parts of 
the British Isles celebrated Easter on different days – depending on what 
calculation they used.  That meant that some Dioceses in Britain were 
cheerfully proclaiming Easter, while others were still in the solemnity of 
Lent.  The Kingdom of Northumbria, and especially the Episcopal See of 
Lindisfarne, was one such place. 
 So, the Synod of Whitby was called, by the King of Northumbria – King 
Oswiu.  After much debate, it was agreed that Northumbria would fall into line 
with the practices of the Roman Church.  In reality, the Synod of Whitby was 
just one of many such gatherings at that time, and part of a process of 
harmonising the British Church with the historical Mother Church of 
Rome.  But, some revisionist historians like to point to the Whitby Synod as a 
pivotal moment when a native, Celtic church came ‘under the heel’ of its more 
powerful Roman neighbour.   The truth is rather more complicated – as the 
truth so often is.  But those who fear the exercise of power over the British Isles 
from foreign capitals often point to the Synod of Whitby as a kind of ‘re-
enslavement’ to Europe, like the earlier enslavement under the Emperor 
Tiberius…an enslavement which was only undone by Henry the Eighth, nearly 
900 years later. 
 St Hilda played an important part in the Synod. And it was perhaps her 
greatest battle.  As a senior leader in the Northumbrian church, she spent much 
of the following years persuading and cajoling those around her to accept their 
place within a worldwide, or ‘catholic’, church.  In that sense, Hilda’s battle was 
for unity.  She longed for the body of Christ to be one – clearly and powerfully 
speaking with one voice, and being prepared to give up some individualistic 
practices and traditions for the sake of the greater good.  It was her defence of 
the Roman Church’s right to rule, while still being proudly a British Christian, 
which means that she is venerated as much today in the Catholic church as she 
is in the churches of the Islands of Britain. 
 St Hilda then, stands as a focus of Unity – for the worldwide church, as 
well as for political unity (remembering that the church of her time was much 
more than a purely religious authority).  That makes her a challenging saint for 
us Brits to contemplate (and indeed venerate) – especially while we anticipate 
Britain’s present attempt to free itself, once again, from the perceived shackles 
of another European super-power.   
 On Sunday we will celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, when we will 
ponder what it might mean for the whole of creation to come under the 
Lordship of Christ.  In the meantime, the battle for Unity of St Hilda of Whitby 
might offer us some food for thought. Amen. 
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December Coffee Morning 
At the coffee morning on Saturday 4th December 

we will have extra stalls selling gifts, jewellery, and 
books along with  Help Palestine and St Faith’s 

Charity Shop.  
There will also be a chance to ask Hugh Owen for 

help with your family history! 
Come and join us for a friendly morning of coffee, 

cake and conversation. All welcome. 

From St Alban’s... 

Men of (St) Faith! 
Our informal Men’s Group will be enjoying each other’s 
company on Friday (3rd December) commencing with drinks 
in the Old House at Home (from 7pm) and then Curry in the 
Red Chilli Curry House (51 North Street) from around 9pm.  

ALL PARISH-LINKED MEN ARE WELCOME!   
Please email John Udy ( judypfc@outlook.com ) if you would 
like to join in with this annual bacchanalian festive treat!   
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Christ the King— 

do we mean what we pray? 
from Canon Tom Kennar on Sunday 21 November 2021. 

  
 Texts: Daniel 7.9-10,13,14 & John 18.33-37 

 
A few weeks ago, on All Saints Sunday, we considered the story of 

the raising of Lazurus.  You might recall my point that all the complex 
imagery of Scripture relating to heaven is just that – imagery.  It’s an 
attempt to describe metaphorically something that our little brains 
can never truly grasp – the awe and wonder of the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  The raising of Lazurus, however, we can relate to.  It’s an 
event which is rooted in our plane of existence.  We can see the rock 
of the tomb, we can imagine the smell of the rotting corpse, and we 
can wonder at Jesus’s power over death. 

Today’s scripture readings offer us a similar contrast.  On the one 
hand, the prophet Daniel has a vision of God, portrayed as an Ancient 
One with hair as white as wool, seated on a throne of fire.  The 
Ancient One gives dominion and glory and kingship to ‘one like a 
human being’ – meaning the Messiah, the Christ, the Saviour.  Daniel 
imagines that all peoples, nations and languages should serve 
him.  It’s a fantastic vision – but it’s all imaginary.   It’s designed to 
inspire us, and to encourage us to keep pressing on with the task of 
bringing God’s Kingdom fully into being on earth.  It’s designed to fill 
us with confidence that one day God’s kingdom will truly come, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  

Like the language of many portions of Scripture, this passage is 
written by a prophet who gets a glimpse of God…but who then tries 
to describe him in the language of human beings.  Daniel was a civil 
servant in the Babylonian court.  So he resorts to language about 
thrones and dominations, about power and authority.  He colludes 
with earthly systems of government, and imagines that the Kingdom 
of which Christ is King will simply be a bigger, more powerful, more 
dominant force. 
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But, as with the story of Lazurus, three weeks ago, John’s gospel 
offers us a rather different glimpse of what ‘Christ the King’ is really 
like.  This is no heavenly superman, coming on the clouds of heaven 
to be given power and authority over all nations and peoples and 
tongues.  John, instead, offers us a broken and beaten messiah, on 
his knees before a living symbol of worldly power, Pontius 
Pilate.  Jesus before the Imperial Throne is denuded, stripped of all 
authority, and willingly surrendering his power to control what 
happens next.  

Throughout John’s Gospel, Jesus steadfastly resists calling 
himself a King of anything.  He prefers to use Daniel’s phrase ‘a son 
of man’ to describe himself in humble terms – something he does 12 
times in the Gospel.  But now, before the throne, naked and 
beaten….now he finally acknowledges his Kingship.  ‘My Kingdom’, 
he says, ‘is not of this world’. 

If we do not grasp this fact, we miss the entire point of Jesus.  He 
did not come to Earth in order to establish a new system of earthly 
power.  He did not come with armies and weapons to beat humanity 
into obedience.  He came in humility, and with love and healing, to 
draw humanity towards him through love.  When we sing and 
proclaim that ‘Christ is King’ – on this Sunday of all Sundays – we do 
not imagine some heavenly army swooping down with flaming 
swords to establish a world Government.  There will be no winged 
angels with machine guns on the corners of our streets, enforcing 
heavenly rule! 

The God we worship is the God who comes to us in a manger as 
a helpless baby.  He’s the God without a home, who submits to 
being beaten, stripped and hung on an Imperial instrument of 
torture. Even his mighty resurrection is only witnessed by a small 
number of his most dedicated followers.  Can you imagine what an 
earthly politician would do if he rose from the dead?  Can you 
imagine the press conferences?  Can you imagine the 
hoohah?!  Jesus, by contrast, appears in locked rooms, and walks 
unseen beside his Disciples.  Even his resurrection is accomplished 
humbly, sacrificially, meekly. 



 

23 

Our God doesn’t hold political rallies, or send armies, or collude 
with any of the ways that human being exercise power.  Our God’s 
power is discovered in weakness, in frailty, in humility and in 
sacrifice.  Our God doesn’t use the coercive language of politics, of 
division, of setting up one group of people against another.  He 
speaks the only language he knows:  the language of inclusive, 
sacrificial love. 

What does this mean for us - as people who call ourselves 
subjects of Christ the King?  It surely means that we, too, are called 
to lives of self-sacrifice, humility and love.  We are citizens of heaven, 
and we pray daily for God’s Kingdom to come and God’s will to be 
done.  If we are serious about that prayer, if we truly mean what we 
pray, then this should be made visible and present in the quality of 
the lives we lead.  Our lives should reflect the values, and the 
practices of the one we call our King, our Master and our Lord.  

Any sermon which does not cause us to re-evaluate our own 
behaviour is, to be frank, a waste of time for the preacher and the 
congregation.  And so, I’m going to dare, right now, to challenge 
you.  I invite you to ponder how you deploy the gifts and talents 
that you have been given in the service of Christ the King.  

Are your relationships with others characterised by humility, 
sacrifice and love?  How do you spend your days: these brief flashes 
of eternity you have been given?  Are they days spent in the 
advancement of the Kingdom, in serving and loving others?  How do 
you spend your financial resources?  Do you use them to collude 
with human notions of material happiness?  How much will you 
spend on frippery and flim-flam, this Christmas; compared to how 
much you will give to others in need, or to the work of God’s 
church?   Do you invest in the illusory promises of earthly power, 
consumerism and politics?   Or, do you invest your resources in the 
advancing Kingdom of Love? 

For, how we spend our time, how we deploy our talents, how we 
spend our money – these are the markers, these are the signs of 
whether we truly mean what we pray.  These are the performance 
indicators of the people who dare to call ourselves the subjects of 
Christ the King.  Amen. 
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If you want to help by giving your time, we still need 
volunteers to work on Mondays for a few hours. Please 

speak to Clare. 
 

THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 

 
 Please drop donations off at the shop  

during opening hours: (see above).   
Kindly don’t leave them outside  

when the shop is closed.   

St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop 

Thank you to all those who have donated 

books over the past few months. The 

bookshop has now been up and running 

for a few weeks and going well.  It is a 

very quiet space, 

where people can sit 

and read and children 

can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table 

to enjoy the books. 

If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.  

We have wide range of novels, and Non 

Fiction books. 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR DECEMBER 



 

27 



 

28 

So long and thank you! 
 
The Monthly Information Sheet was created by our 
Communications Team following the demise of the previous 
Parish Magazine, ‘Faith Matters’.  It was conceived as a vital tool 
to keep parishioners informed of forthcoming events, as well as 
educated and entertained through the provision of articles. 
These have ranged from interviews with key parishioners and 
staff, background information about forthcoming church events, 
and historical information about various aspects of parish life, as 
well as the historic contents of the church (largely provided by 
members of the ’Church Recorders’ - members of the Portsdown 
Arts Society. 
 The arrival on our doormats of the weekly Chronicle has, 
however, rendered the Monthly Information Sheet (as a separate 
publication) somewhat surplus to requirements.  So the 
Communications Team has decided not to produce it separately 
in the future.  Instead, they will continue to provide useful and 
amusing articles for inclusion in the Chronicle, like this month’s 
historical article by Geoff Porter (on the opposite page) 
 So, as this will be the last edition of the Monthly 
Information Sheet, please let me take a moment to thank 
publically Colin & Beryl Carter, Geoff & Marion Porter and Hilary 
Deadman for all their helpful and fascinating contributions over 
many years, along with all those who have contributed to their 
work and ministry to date.  ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servants!’.            Canon Tom  

MONTHLY INFORMATION 

St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone 

              DECEMBER 2021 
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Christmas at Leigh Park House 1910 
Until the mid-nineteenth century the owners of Leigh Park were beneficiaries in a 
large way, of St Faith's.  The church in Rowlands Castle did not exist either so 
anyone wanting to worship came to Havant. Here is a story of Christmas at Leigh 
Park House in 1910. 
 The snow was falling gently as Lady Fitzwygram stood in her dining room, 
looking out across the lawn towards the lake. This was to be the sixth Christmas 
she would be spending at Leigh Park House with her son and daughter since the 
death of her husband, Lt Gen Sir Frederick Wellington John Fitzwygram, Bart.  
She was planning a house party with many friends and guests to celebrate the 
coming festive season. She watched the horses hopefully grazing on the grass 
before it became covered with the increasingly thick snow. They would be led 
back to the stables before long. The trees and shrubs leading down towards the 
lake were very pretty with the snow settling on their branches.  
 The big attraction for guests at Leigh Park House would be the thrill of 
skating on the lake. Most would pack their skates in their luggage with the hope 
of exercising in that way if the ice was thick enough.  
 Soon Lady Fitzwygram would summon her housekeeper to discuss the 
requirements for the party in the way of food, drink and extra fuel for the fires. 
Then there was the guest list to prepare which was more difficult for her since 
the passing of her husband with whom she used to collaborate on this task. 
However, with all preparations made, the time came for the party of guests to 
arrive.  
 Some came by train to Havant or Rowlands Castle Stations and brakes 
carried them with their luggage to Leigh Park House. Others arrived in their own 
carriages and were met by the servants to help them with their luggage. Warm 
punch welcomed the guests, whilst they clustered round the blazing fires, where 
Lady Fitzwygram greeted them most heartedly. A supper of several courses was 
enjoyed later before the weary guests retired to their allocated bedrooms.   
 The next morning her son invited the guests to meet The Leigh Park 
Beagles. He was very fond of hunting with them in chasing hares round the 
countryside. Some preferred to walk around the lake and examine the ice to see 
if it was firm enough to skate upon. Lady Fitzwygram had located ropes and 
ladders at various points round the lake in case of mishaps. A visit to the 
glasshouses occupied the afternoon when the great variety of unusual plants and 
flowers were admired. Afternoon tea was served in the conservatory after which 
some guests availed themselves of a visit to the library. After dinner, one of the 
guests sat at the piano and entertained the house party to some seasonal music 
and songs which many joined in quite heartily.  
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 Next morning, the Park Steward declared that skating would be possible 
on the lake so many proceeded down the lawn, carrying their skates in great 
excitement. Angela, Lady Fitzwygram’s daughter was swirling around at some 
speed, following The Steward who had been sweeping the surface with a 
broom. Suddenly someone shouted that she had fallen in the water. The 
Steward quickly ran to collect the rope and ladder and helped Angela out and 
onto dry land. A blanket was put round her shoulders and she was led back to 
the house to dry off in front of the fire. At lunch, she had recovered enough to 
regale her tale to the rest of the guests.  
 As the weather was inclement, the party played cards and other games, 
including billiards in The Billiard Room. Later, a group of carol singers arrived at 
The House who sang some carols outside the front door. Lady Fitzwygram then 
invited them into the Hall to partake of some warming drinks and to sing a few 
more carols, with everyone joining in. After dinner, charades were played in 
The Drawing Room. The main event the next day was The Annual Carol Service 
at The Parish Church of St. Faith in Havant. Carriages were harnessed and 
driven round to the front door to take guests into Havant. They were greeted at 
the north door by the Rector of Havant, Rev. Samuel Gilbert Scott. The carols 
were led by the 30-strong choir. During the service, the carriages and horses 
were taken to The Bear Hotel in East Street where the ostlers enjoyed a drink 
or two.  
 After the service, the guests were invited to see the Fitzwygram 
Memorial Window, ‘Faith, Hope and Charity’ in memory of Selina Frances 
Fitzwygram who died on 17th April, 1890 aged 75. It was situated on the north 
side of the chancel. After the journey back to the house, the party were regaled 
with warming drinks and took a rest before changing for dinner. As this was the 
last night of the house party, the guests played party games and sang more 
songs round the piano. A spokesman made a short speech, thanking Lady 
Fitzwygram and family for such an enjoyable stay and wishing all “A Merry 
Christmas”. 

Geoff Porter 
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Rector    Canon Tom Kennar  tomkennar@gmail.com 
(rest day: Monday)*      07881 025592 
Lay Pastor & Reader  Mrs Sandra Haggan  07452 982287 
(rest day: Wednesday)*  
Readers   Dr Michael Fluck  023 9247 7391 
    Mrs Jackie Brookfield 023 9246 2644 
Church Wardens  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
    Mr Clive Barnett  01243 389257 
Head Server   Mr Bruce Strugnell  023 9248 4435 
Administrator  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Secretary  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Treasurer  Mrs Rosemary Turner treasurer@stfaith.com  
Musical Director  Mr Graham Kidd  music@stfaith.com  
Captain Bellringers  Mr Bill Skilleter  023 9225 3802 
Safeguarding Officer  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Data Protection Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Health & Safety Officer Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Stewardship   Mr Alan Hakim  023 9247 1681 
Electoral Roll   Mr Hugh Owen  023 9247 1204 
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman  023 9247 1241 
Pastoral Team Leader Mrs Julia Hancock  023 9248 3808 
Children’s Society  Mrs Sandra Haggan  023 9245 5161 
Men’s Group   Mr Nick Saunders  023 9247 3922 
Mission Development Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
Finance Manager  Miss Ani Moore  financeofficer@stfaith.com 
General Manager  Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Caretaker   Mr John Glassett  07472 988098 
Shop Manager  Mrs Clare Kennar  07837 700891 
Shop Assistant Manager Mrs Jacqui North   
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West  07761 912617  
Website   Mr Colin Carter  webmaster@stfaith.com 
*Please observe these rest days 
 

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129 
Opening Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am—12noon (please wear a mask) 

Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for: 
All enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email:  office@stfaith.com 

Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:  
Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre 

Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com 

CONTACT DETAILS 
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Morning Service - Sunday 28 November 

1st Sunday of Advent 
President & Preacher: Canon Tom Kennar 

Organist: Graham Kidd 
 

Processional Hymn (263) 
Words: Vox clara ecce intonate (6th Century) trans. Edward Caswell (1814-1878). 

Tune: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

 
Collect 

  Almighty God, 
  give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
  and to put on the armour of light, 
  now in the time of this mortal life, 
  in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
  that on the last day, 
  when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
  to judge the living and the dead, 
  we may rise to the life immortal; 
  through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever.  
  Amen. 

  
 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 
‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say; 
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!’ 
 
2. Startled at the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heav’n 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiv’n. 

4. So when next he comes with glory, 
wrapping all the earth in fear, 
may he then, as our defender, 
on the clouds of heav’n appear. 
 
5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the co-eternal Spirit, 
while unending ages run. 
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Readings 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah (33.14-16) 
The promise of justice and righteousness at the coming of the Messiah. 

 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be 
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

 
(Luke 21.25-36) 

The coming of the Son of Man. 
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.   Then they will see “the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.’  
 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near.  
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap.  
 For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

34 

 
Offertory Hymn (303) 

Words: William Young Fullerton (1857-1932) alt. 
Tune: Londonderry Air,  Traditional Irish melody 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. I cannot tell how he whom angels worship 
should stoop to love the peoples of the earth, 
or why as shepherd he should seek the wand’rer 
with his mysterious promise of new birth. 
But this I know, that he was born of Mary, 
when Bethl’em’s manger was his only home, 
and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 
 
2. I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 
as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 
or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 
the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 
But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 
and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 
and lifts the burden from the heavy laden, 
for yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here. 
 
3. I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 
how he will claim his earthly heritage, 
how satisfy the needs and aspirations 
of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 
and he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 
and some glad day his sun shall shine in splendour 
when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 
 
4. I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
when, at his bidding, ev’ry storm is stilled, 
or who can say how great the jubilation 
when ev’ry heart with perfect love is filled. 
But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 
and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 
and earth to heav’n, and heav’n to earth, will answer: 
‘At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!’ 
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Hymn (456) 
Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) alt. 

Tune: Rockingham, From A. Willams’ Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature (c. 1780) 
adpt. by Edward Miller (1735-1807) 

Hymn (683) 
Words: Emily Elizabeth Steele Elliot (1836-1897) based on Luke 2:7, adapt. Michael Forster (b. 1946) 

Tune: Margaret, Timothy Richard Matthews (1826-1910) 

  1. My God, and is thy table spread, 
  and does thy cup with love o’erflow? 
  Thither be all thy children led, 
  and let them all thy sweetness know. 
 
  2. Hail, sacred feast, which Jesus makes! 
  Rich banquet of his flesh and blood! 
  Thrice happy all, who here partake 
  that sacred stream, that heav’nly food. 
 
  3. What wondrous love! What perfect grace, 
  for Jesus, our exalted host, 
  invites us to this special place 
  who offer least and need the most. 
 
  4. O let thy table honoured be, 
  and furnished well with joyful guests; 
  and may each soul salvation see, 
  that here its sacred pledges tastes. 

1. Thou didst leave thy throne 
and thy kingly crown 
when thou camest to earth for me, 
but in Bethlehem’s home 
was there found no room 
for thy holy nativity. 
 
(Chorus after every verse) 
 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
there is room in my heart for thee. 
 
 

2. Heaven’s arches rang 
when the angels sang 
and proclaimed thee of royal degree, 
but in lowliest birth 
didst thou come to earth 
and in deepest humility. 
 
3. Though the fox found rest, 
and the bird its nest 
in the shade of the cedar tree, 
yet the world found no bed 
for the Saviour’s head 
in the desert of Galilee. 
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Prayer after Communion 

  O Lord our God, 
  make us watchful and keep us faithful 
  as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
  that, when he shall appear, 
  he may not find us sleeping in sin 
  but active in his service 
  and joyful in his praise; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

Hymn (128) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Tune: Cross of Jesus, John Stainer (1840-1901) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us for Choral Evensong at 6:30pm.  The service is available on 

this link: 
http://www.stfaith.com/services/ 

4. Though thou camest, Lord, 
with the living word 
that should set all thy people free, 
yet with treach’ry, scorn  
and a crown of thorn 
did they bear thee to Calvary. 
 
(Chorus after every verse) 
 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
there is room in my heart for thee. 

 
5. When the heav’ns shall ring 
and the angels sing 
at thy coming to victory, 
let thy voice call me home, 
saying ‘Heav’n has room, 
there is room at my side for thee.’ 
 
 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us for ever; 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4. By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 


