
  

Parish Eucharist 

28th November 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

President & Preacher: Revd Canon Tom Kennar 
Organist: Graham Kidd 

Setting: Missa Simplex, Malcolm Archer (b.1952) 

Welcome to our worship… 
...especially if this is your first time at St Faith’s. 

 

Please note: 
 

Communion and blessings will be distributed to worshippers who are 
seated in the Nave from a central point. Please queue with social 
distancing in mind, then return to your seats via the side aisles. 

Worshippers under the tower, in the transepts, and at the front rail 
of the Nave please remain in your places - communion will be 

brought to you. 

Before the service 
We ask that a period of silent preparation be kept 

in the few minutes immediately before the service begins (after the 
pre-service Organist’s Voluntary finishes) 

You may wish to pray this prayer silently: 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gathering 
Please stand. 

Processional Hymn (263) 
Words: Vox clara ecce intonate (6th Century) trans. Edward Caswell (1814-1878). 

Tune: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

 
President In the name of the Father, 
  and of the Son, 
  and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 

The Greeting 
President The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 
The President may add further words of welcome and introduction. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
The first candle on the Advent Wreath represents the patriarchs— 
the earliest men and women who followed and worshipped God. 
The Advent Wreath is lit: 
   
 
 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 
‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say; 
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!’ 
 
2. Startled at the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heav’n 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiv’n. 

4. So when next he comes with glory, 
wrapping all the earth in fear, 
may he then, as our defender, 
on the clouds of heav’n appear. 
 
5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the co-eternal Spirit, 
while unending ages run. 
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President Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
  to you be praise and glory for ever. 
  You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
  and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
  May we be obedient to your call 
  and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
  a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
  for you are our light and our salvation. 
All  Blessed be God for ever. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

President When the Lord comes, 
  he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
  and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
  Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
  we have sinned against you 
  and against our neighbour 
  in thought and word and deed, 
  through negligence, through weakness, 
  through our own deliberate fault. 
  We are truly sorry 
  and repent of all our sins. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  who died for us, 
  forgive us all that is past 
  and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
  to the glory of your name. 
  Amen. 
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Kyrie 
All 

 
President Almighty God, 
  who forgives all who truly repent, 
  have mercy upon us, 
  pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
  confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
  and keep us in life eternal; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 

The Collect 
President Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
  Almighty God, 
  give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
  and to put on the armour of light, 
  now in the time of this mortal life, 
  in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
  that on the last day, 
  when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
  to judge the living and the dead, 
  we may rise to the life immortal; 
  through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever.  
All  Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah (33.14-16) 

The promise of justice and righteousness at the coming of the Messiah. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our 

righteousness.’ 

  For the word of the Lord 
All  thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 

Gospel Reading 

All  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  A cantor sings. 
All  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
  The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
(Luke 21.25-36) 

The coming of the Son of Man. 
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken.   Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’  
 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near.  
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 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap.  
 For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert 
at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’ 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Please sit. 

Sermon 
Revd Canon Tom Kennar 

 
Anthem 

Creator of the Stars of Night by Malcolm Archer 
 

Please stand. 

The Nicene Creed 
The president introduces the Creed. 
All  We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, 
  seen and unseen. 
 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
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  and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. 
  Amen. 
 
Please sit or kneel. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
One of these response may be used: 
  Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us. 
All  hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
And at the end: 
  Merciful Father, 
All  accept these prayers 
  for the sake of your Son, 
  our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
  Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
Please stand. 

The Peace 
President In the tender mercy of our God, 
  the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
  to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
  and in the shadow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  and also with you. 
 
President Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All may exchange a sign of peace with their neighbours. 
 

Offertory Hymn (303) 
Words: William Young Fullerton (1857-1932) alt. 
Tune: Londonderry Air,  Traditional Irish melody 

 
 
 

1. I cannot tell 
how he whom angels worship 
should stoop to love 
the peoples of the earth, 
or why as shepherd 
he should seek the wand’rer 
with his mysterious promise 
of new birth. 
But this I know, 
that he was born of Mary, 
when Bethl’em’s manger 
was his only home, 
and that he lived at  
Nazareth and laboured, 
and so the Saviour, 
Saviour of the world, is come. 

2. I cannot tell 
how silently he suffered, 
as with his peace 
he graced this place of tears, 
or how his heart 
upon the cross was broken, 
the crown of pain 
to three and thirty years. 
But this I know, 
he heals the broken-hearted, 
and stays our sin, 
and calms our lurking fear, 
and lifts the burden 
from the heavy laden, 
for yet the Saviour, 
Saviour of the world is here. 
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Bread and wine are offered.  Freewill financial offerings are welcome in the 
collection plate at the entrance, or on the contactless card machine. 

 
Preparation of the Table 

President Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
  the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
  for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All  All things come from you, 
  and of your own do we give you. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
President The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
President It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
  almighty God and everlasting Father, 
  through Jesus Christ your Son. 
  For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
  he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
  to open for us the way of salvation. 

3. I cannot tell 
how he will win the nations, 
how he will claim 
his earthly heritage, 
how satisfy 
the needs and aspirations 
of east and west, 
of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, 
all flesh shall see his glory, 
and he shall reap 
the harvest he has sown, 
and some glad day 
his sun shall shine in splendour 
when he the Saviour, 
Saviour of the world, is known. 

4. I cannot tell 
how all the lands shall worship, 
when, at his bidding, 
ev’ry storm is stilled, 
or who can say 
how great the jubilation 
when ev’ry heart 
with perfect love is filled. 
But this I know, 
the skies will thrill with rapture, 
and myriad, myriad 
human voices sing, 
and earth to heav’n, 
and heav’n to earth, will answer: 
‘At last the Saviour, 
Saviour of the world, is King!’ 
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  Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
  we now watch for the day 
  when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
  And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
  and with all the company of heaven 
  to proclaim your glory 
  for ever praising you and singing: 

President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
  grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
  and according to your holy will, 
  these gifts of bread and wine 
  may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
  who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
  took bread and gave you thanks; 
  he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
  do this in remembrance of me. 
 
  In the same way, after supper 
  he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
  he gave it to them, saying: 
  Drink this, all of you; 
  this is my blood of the new covenant, 
  which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
  Do this, as often as you drink it, 
  in remembrance of me. 
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  Great is the mystery of faith: 
All 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
  his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
  rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
  and looking for his coming in glory, 
  we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
  As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
  we bring before you this bread and this cup 
  and we thank you for counting us worthy 
  to stand in your presence and serve you. 
  Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
  and gather into one in your kingdom 
  all who share this one bread and one cup, 
  so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
  Saint Faith, Saint Nicholas, and all the saints, 
  may praise and glorify you for ever, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
  for ever and ever. 
All  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Please stand, sit, or kneel as your personal tradition suggests. 
 
President Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
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  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  the power, and the glory 
  for ever and ever. 
  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
President We break this bread 
  to share in the body of Christ. 
All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
  because we all share in one bread. 
 

Agnus Dei 
All 

 
Giving of Communion 

President Jesus is the Lamb of God 
  who takes away the sin of the world. 
  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
  but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Prayer of  Spiritual Communion 
 

For the benefit of those joining us online.  All are invited to pray, in unity with 
those at home, excluding (if in church) only the words in italics 
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All  In union, O dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your 
Church, where your blessed body and blood are being offered to 
the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present 
to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be 
united to you.  

 

(online)  And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally... 
 

All ...I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, 
and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. O let nothing 
ever separate me from you. Let me live and die in your love. Amen  

 
The president and people receive communion, or a blessing if preferred (see front 
page for directions). 
 
The president and people receive communion, or a blessing if preferred. 

 
Hymn (456) 

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) alt. 
Tune: Rockingham, From A. Willams’ Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature (c. 1780) 

adpt. by Edward Miller (1735-1807) 

  1. My God, and is thy table spread, 
  and does thy cup with love o’erflow? 
  Thither be all thy children led, 
  and let them all thy sweetness know. 
 
  2. Hail, sacred feast, which Jesus makes! 
  Rich banquet of his flesh and blood! 
  Thrice happy all, who here partake 
  that sacred stream, that heav’nly food. 
 
  3. What wondrous love! What perfect grace, 
  for Jesus, our exalted host, 
  invites us to this special place 
  who offer least and need the most. 
 
  4. O let thy table honoured be, 
  and furnished well with joyful guests; 
  and may each soul salvation see, 
  that here its sacred pledges tastes. 
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Hymn (683) 
Words: Emily Elizabeth Steele Elliot (1836-1897) based on Luke 2:7, adapt. Michael Forster (b. 1946) 

Tune: Margaret, Timothy Richard Matthews (1826-1910) 

Prayer after Communion 
President Let us pray. 
 
Please stand. Silence may be kept. 
 
President O Lord our God, 
  make us watchful and keep us faithful 
  as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
  that, when he shall appear, 
  he may not find us sleeping in sin 
  but active in his service 

1. Thou didst leave thy throne 
and thy kingly crown 
when thou camest to earth for me, 
but in Bethlehem’s home 
was there found no room 
for thy holy nativity. 

 

(Chorus after every verse) 
 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
there is room in my heart for thee. 
 
2. Heaven’s arches rang 
when the angels sang 
and proclaimed thee of royal degree, 
but in lowliest birth 
didst thou come to earth 
and in deepest humility. 
 
3. Though the fox found rest, 
and the bird its nest 
in the shade of the cedar tree, 
yet the world found no bed 
for the Saviour’s head 
in the desert of Galilee. 

 
 
 
4. Though thou camest, Lord, 
with the living word 
that should set all thy people free, 
yet with treach’ry, scorn  
and a crown of thorn 
did they bear thee to Calvary. 
 
 
5. When the heav’ns shall ring 
and the angels sing 
at thy coming to victory, 
let thy voice call me home, 
saying ‘Heav’n has room, 
there is room at my side for thee.’ 
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  and joyful in his praise; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All  Amen. 
 
 
All  Almighty God, 
  we thank you for feeding us 
  with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
  to be a living sacrifice. 
  Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
  to live and work to your praise and glory. 
  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Please sit. 

Notices 
 
Please stand. 

 
Hymn (128) 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Tune: Cross of Jesus, John Stainer (1840-1901) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us for ever; 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4. By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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 Blessing 
President Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
  scatter the darkness from before your path, 
  and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
  and the blessing of God almighty, 
  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
  be among you and remain with you always. 
All  Amen. 
 
President As we await our coming Saviour, 
  go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ voluntary 
Please kindly allow all worshippers to listen to the full voluntary, leaving 

quietly if you need to. 
 

Do join us for refreshments after the service. 
 

Join us again at 6.30pm for Choral Evensong 
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