
  

 

MONTHLY INFORMATION 
St. Faith’s Church, Havant with St. Nicholas Chapel, Langstone 

               DECEMBER 2021 

What’s On? 

Sunday 5th & 19th 8am & 12noon Communion at St Nicholas Chapel  
(1st & 3rd Sunday respectively of every month) 

 
Sunday 19th 8am Communion—in church (3rd Sunday only)  

 
Sundays 9.30am PARISH COMMUNION  - in church and on-line 

 
Sundays 6.30pm Evensong  (various—see The Chronicle) -  

in church and on-line 
 

Wednesdays  12.30pm Lunchtime Concerts—in church and on-line 
 

Thursdays 10.30am Communion (BCP) - in church and on-line 
 

Services and concerts, except for St. Nicholas Chapel and 
the 8am Communion service at St. Faith’s, are live-

streamed via  our Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/  

and our website at www.stfaith.com 
 

Saturday 4th 10am Coffee Morning  
(1st Saturday of every month) 

  
For the latest information, including Christmas services, refer to our 

weekly news (The Chronicle) at https://stfaith.com/566-2/ 
 

www.stfaith.com 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
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Christmas at Leigh Park House 1910 

Until the mid-nineteenth century the owners of Leigh Park were beneficiaries in a 

large way, of St Faith's.  The church in Rowlands Castle did not exist either so 

anyone wanting to worship came to Havant. Here is a story of Christmas at Leigh 

Park House in 1910. 

The snow was falling gently as Lady Fitzwygram stood in her dining room, looking 

out across the lawn towards the lake. This was to be the sixth Christmas she would 

be spending at Leigh Park House with her son and daughter since the death of her 

husband, Lt Gen Sir Frederick Wellington John Fitzwygram, Bart.  She was planning 

a house party with many friends and guests to celebrate the coming festive season. 

She watched the horses hopefully grazing on the grass before it became covered 

with the increasingly thick snow. They would be led back to the stables before long. 

The trees and shrubs leading down towards the lake were very pretty with the 

snow settling on their branches. The big attraction for guests at Leigh Park House 

would be the thrill of skating on the lake. Most would pack their skates in their 

luggage with the hope of exercising in that way if the ice was thick enough. Soon 

Lady Fitzwygram would summon her housekeeper to discuss the requirements for 

the party in the way of food, drink and extra fuel for the fires. Then there was the 

guest list to prepare which was more difficult for her since the passing of her 

husband with whom she used to collaborate on this task. However, with all 

preparations made, the time came for the party of guests to arrive. Some came by 

train to Havant or Rowlands Castle Stations and brakes carried them with their 

luggage to Leigh Park House. Others arrived in their own carriages and were met by 

the servants to help them with their luggage. Warm punch welcomed the guests, 

whilst they clustered round the blazing fires, where Lady Fitzwygram greeted them 

most heartedly. A supper of several courses was enjoyed later before the weary 

guests retired to their allocated bedrooms.  The next morning her son invited the 

guests to meet The Leigh Park Beagles. He was very fond of hunting with them in 

chasing hares round the countryside. Some preferred to walk around the lake and 

examine the ice to see if it was firm enough to skate upon. Lady Fitzwygram had 

located ropes and ladders at various points round the lake in case of mishaps. A 

visit to the glasshouses occupied the afternoon when the great variety of unusual 

plants and flowers were admired. Afternoon tea was served in the conservatory 

after which some guests availed themselves of a visit to the library. After dinner, 

one of the guests sat at the piano and entertained the house party to some 

seasonal music and songs which many joined in quite heartily.  



3 

 

Next morning, the Park Steward declared that skating would be possible on the 

lake so many proceeded down the lawn, carrying their skates in great excitement. 

Angela, Lady Fitzwygram’s daughter was swirling around at some speed, following 

The Steward who had been sweeping the surface with a broom. Suddenly someone 

shouted that she had fallen in the water. The Steward quickly ran to collect the 

rope and ladder and helped Angela out and onto dry land. A blanket was put round 

her shoulders and she was led back to the house to dry off in front of the fire. At 

lunch, she had recovered enough to regale her tale to the rest of the guests. As the 

weather was inclement, the party played cards and other games, including billiards 

in The Billiard Room. Later, a group of carol singers arrived at The House who sang 

some carols outside the front door. Lady Fitzwygram then invited them into the 

Hall to partake of some warming drinks and to sing a few more carols, with 

everyone joining in. After dinner, charades were played in The Drawing Room. The 

main event the next day was The Annual Carol Service at The Parish Church of St. 

Faith in Havant. Carriages were harnessed and driven round to the front door to 

take guests into Havant. They were greeted at the north door by the Rector of 

Havant, Rev. Samuel Gilbert Scott. The carols were led by the 30-strong choir. 

During the service, the carriages and horses were taken to The Bear Hotel in East 

Street where the ostlers enjoyed a drink or two. After the service, the guests were 

invited to see the Fitzwygram Memorial Window, ‘Faith, Hope and Charity’ in 

memory of Selina Frances Fitzwygram who died on 17th April, 1890 aged 75. It was 

situated on the north side of the chancel. After the journey back to the house, the 

party were regaled with warming drinks and took a rest before changing for dinner. 

As this was the last night of the house party, the guests played party games and 

sang more songs round the piano. A spokesman made a short speech, thanking 

Lady Fitzwygram and family for such an enjoyable stay and wishing all “A Merry 

Christmas”. 

Geoff Porter 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Rector    Canon Tom Kennar  tomkennar@gmail.com 
(rest day: Monday)*      07881 025592 
Lay Pastor & Reader  Mrs Sandra Haggan  07452 982287 
(rest day: Wednesday)*  
Readers   Dr Michael Fluck  023 9247 7391 
    Mrs Jackie Brookfield 023 9246 2644 
Church Wardens  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
    Mr Clive Barnett  01243 389257 
Head Server   Mr Bruce Strugnell  023 9248 4435 
Administrator   Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Secretary   Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Treasurer  Mrs Rosemary Turner treasurer@stfaith.com  
Musical Director  Mr Graham Kidd  music@stfaith.com  
Captain Bellringers  Mr Bill Skilleter  023 9225 3802 
Safeguarding Officer  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Data Protection Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Health & Safety Officer Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Stewardship   Mr Alan Hakim  023 9247 1681 
Electoral Roll   Mr Hugh Owen  023 9247 1204 
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman  023 9247 1241 
Pastoral Team Leader Mrs Julia Hancock  023 9248 3808 
Children’s Society  Mrs Sandra Haggan  023 9245 5161 
Men’s Group   Mr Nick Saunders  023 9247 3922 
Mission Development Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
Finance Manager  Miss Ani Moore  financeofficer@stfaith.com 
General Manager  Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Caretaker   Mr John Glassett  07472 988098 
Shop Manager  Mrs Clare Kennar  07837 700891 
Shop Assistant Manager Mrs Jacqui North   
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West  07761 912617  
Website   Mr Colin Carter  webmaster@stfaith.com 

*Please observe these rest days 

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129 

Opening Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am—12noon (please wear a mask) 

Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for: 

All enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email:  office@stfaith.com 

Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:  

Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre 

Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com 


