
Second Sunday before Advent (YrB) 14th November 2021 Havant 

Dan 12.1-3    Mk 13.1-8 

 

Both this morning’s readings come from a kind of biblical material known as 
apocalyptic.   The last book of the Bible is actually called “Revelation”, 
translating the Greek word “Apocalypse”. It literally means “removing the 
veil”, “uncovering” so that we may see clearly.   

It is important to remember this, because the word apocalyptic has come to 
mean something very different in modern English, suggesting massive and 
horrific disasters.   

Having said that, it is easy to understand how it got this meaning, because 
apocalypses in the Bible were normally written at times of great turmoil and 
anguish.   

Another frequent mistake is to imagine that these prophecies were 
straightforward predictions of the future.  This has led many people astray as 
they have spent time trying to work out exactly when these things are going to 
happen.  Jesus himself warned against such speculation. 

Apocalypses are however primarily neither horror stories nor descriptions  of 
what is going to happen, but revelations of the meaning of what is happening.  
They were written to encourage struggling people to have hope, because God 
is the real master of history. Things may be every bit as bad as they seem now, 
but behind appearances, God has an eternal purpose that cannot ultimately be 
thwarted.  The battle between Good and Evil is real enough but it is not for 
ever, nor is the final outcome uncertain.  THAT is what is revealed:  not that 
our lives are beset by problems (we hardly need to be reminded of that), but 
that God is in charge.   

We are not helped much by the fact that this morning’s gospel reading ends 
where it does.  We need to know that after these prophecies of doom and 
disaster, Jesus went on to say “[In those days] they will see the Son of man 
coming in great power and glory.  And then he will send out the angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven.”  The real point of Jesus’s teaching was not the catastrophe he 
described as the “beginning of the birth pangs” but the promise of new life 
beyond it all.  Jesus picks up the remarkable promise of resurrection in this 
morning’s first reading.   



What is also revealed is that current trials and tribulations, as well as being 
temporary, also play a part in the fulfilment of God’s plan.   

People sometimes say, “Don’t waste a good crisis”.  Yes, indeed.  We naturally 
see crises as problems, but they are also opportunities: opportunities to line up 
with God’s loving will and fight against evil; and also opportunities to trust 
more completely in the God who lives beyond all the trials and tribulations of 
this fleeting world. 

The author of the book of Daniel wrote at a time of great crisis, when it seems 
as if the spiritual survival of God’s people was at stake.  The Temple in 
Jerusalem had just been desecrated by foreign invaders who had set up their 
own idols in the holy place.  As the Temple was not only the centre of Jewish 
worship, but the dwelling place of God himself, this was a fundamental 
challenge.  And so the Book of Daniel was written to give God’s people fresh 
courage, to reassure them of God’s ultimate triumph.  

That is one of the permanent functions of the Bible: to illuminate the eyes of 
our faith with guidance about eternal truth and how we should live today.   

We need the former (eternal truth) to help us decide the latter (how we should 
live today).  This is true both for the Church as a whole and for each one of us, 
individual believers.  Daniel’s words are not for the particular crisis he 
addressed, but also for us. Do you remember how St Paul tells us that we are 
God’s Temple?  We desecrate that temple in so many ways, and set idols up on 
God’s altar.  Like God’s people of old, we may be tempted to despair   --    so to 
us too Daniel says, “God is in charge.” 

In every generation we need to make sense of the dilemmas of our own day 
and learn how to live through them faithfully. We can’t expect the Bible to give 
us all the answers on a plate; after all, many of our questions had never 
occurred to the human agents through God spoke in past ages.  But we do 
need to try to understand our own problems in the light of what Scripture and 
the wisdom of the Church throughout the ages tell us about the living God who 
wants our loving devotion now.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
forever and our task is to line our changing circumstances up with his 
unchangingness.  God wants our faithful obedience now so that even during 
our earthly life we can experience if only in part the joy that will last for ever 
and be prepared for the glorious resurrection to come.   

 


