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The Chronicle 
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

16 December 2021 (Vol 85) 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

A Very Happy Christmas to All! 
The photo above a ‘screen-shot’ of a short video I sent to Fairfield School 
last week, with the theme of ‘Christmas around the World’.  (That’s an 
African Nativity scene in my hand).  This week, we’re delivering all those 
lovely knitted angels which many of you have made.  We’ve also had 
children from Bosmere take part in our Advent Experience, and who 
performed their Carol Concert in church.  Little Lambs met in church last 
week as well, and had a great time! it’s been a wonderful time of the year 
for all the children whom we are honoured to serve! 

_________________________________________________ 

As we move into the joyful challenge of a Parish Christmas, the Chronicle 
is taking a break - until the week commencing Sunday 2nd of January.  

So, let me take this opportunity to pray for a 
very Happy Christmas to you all! 

 Let me also pause to thank EVERYONE who has written, edited, or 
distributed The Chronicle over the last two years.  You are too many to 
name - but you are all great people who have made a real difference in the 
lives of many of our readers.  Thank you all….and please enjoy a well-
earned rest!      Canon Tom Kennar - Rector 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including our mission 
partners in Ghana and 

Japan 
 

The Diocese  
For Commissary Bishop 

Rob, & for Bishop 
Jonathan Frost as he 
prepares to lead us. 

 
Our Parish & 
Community 

and our growing link 
with St Alban’s 

 
The Recently Departed 

Bill Sagrott  
Verity Ireston 

Terence Taverner 
Kusum Patel 

Sue Hillebrand  
Clint Cosser 

Audrey Fryer 
(Funeral 22 Dec, 9am at 

The Oaks) 
Audrey Hodgson 
Brandon Taylor 

 
Anniversaries of 

Departed  
19th Edgar Dobson 

22nd Phillip Meredith 
Daphne Rowden 

30th Shirley Appleby 

SEE OVERLEAF FOR REGULAR EVENTS 

To watch online services: click here  to participate via 
Facebook) or www.stfaith.com  

FOR ST ALBAN’S SERVICES: click here, then click the 
weekly notice sheet 

THURSDAY 16 DECEMBER 

1030 Traditional Said Communion with Canon 
Tom (in church & online)  

SATURDAY 18 DECEMBER  

1000 FESTIVE INDOOR MARKET at the Pallant 
Centre 

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER - (4th Sunday of Advent) 

0800 Said Communion at St Faith’s 
with Canon Tom (not online) 

0930 Parish Communion with Canon Tom (in 
church & online) 

1200 Said Communion at ST NICHOLAS with 
Rev’d Judy.  Not online. 

1600 Community Carol Service with Canon Tom
(in church & online) 

1830 No Evening Prayer this evening  

Key Events in weeks ahead… 
at St Faith’s unless otherwise indicated 

Those who have asked for 
our prayers 
Sue Titcomb 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Olive Rush 

and 
Angela Thompson 
Roslyn Macmillan 

Eileen Norris 
John Youngman 

Lyn Williams 
David Edwards 

Judy Barnett 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
http://www.stalbanswestleigh.co.uk/


 

3 

WEDNESDAY 22 DECEMBER 

1230 Lunchtime Concert - Lyndon & Debs’ Xmas Spectacular!  (in 
church & online) 

THURSDAY 23 DECEMBER 

1900 Sing-a-long Carols and Reading (at ST NICHOLAS) with Canon 
Tom. (Not online) 

CHRISTMAS EVE (FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER) 

1600 Little Lambs Nativity Service with Reader Sandra (pre-booking 
required in church). Not online (for privacy of the children 
attending).  

1800 Traditional Carol Service (Fully Booked) with Canon Tom - in 
church & online) 

2300 Midnight Mass with Canon Tom - (in church & online) 

CHRISTMAS DAY (SATURDAY 25 DECEMBER) 

0800 Early-risers Communion at ST NICHOLAS with Canon Tom 
(Not online) 

0930 Parish Communion with Canon Tom and Rev’d Judy (Preacher) 
(in church & online) 

FEAST OF ST STEPHEN (a.k.a. Boxing Day)  

 No services today 

NEW YEAR’S EVE  

1130 Watchnight Service with Canon Tom and Rev’d Bill Stillwell 
(Preacher) (in church & online) 

SUNDAY 02 JANUARY  

0800 Said Communion (ST NICHOLAS) (Not online) 

0930 Parish Communion (Epiphany) with Canon Tim Schofield 
- (in church & online) 

1830 Zoom Evensong - CLICK HERE TO JOIN  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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Those of us of a certain age will well remember Julie Andrews, the actress and 
musical comedy star, who was perhaps best known for her role as Maria in the film 
version of “The Sound of Music” in which she sang about “My Favourite Things”. 
 
During the last week I came across a news report about her making a special 
appearance at Manhattan's Radio City Music Hall to mark her 85th birthday, in the 
course of which she sang the following version of “My Favourite Things'. 
  
It received a four-minute standing ovation: 
  
Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting, 
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings, 
Bundles of magazines tied up in string, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
  
Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses, 
Poligrip and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses, 
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
  
When the pipes leak, When the bones creak, When the knees go bad, 
I simply remember my favourite things and then I don't feel so bad. 
  
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions, 
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions, 
Bathrobes and heating  pads and hot meals they bring, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
  
Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin', 
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin', 
And we won't mention our short, shrunken frames, 
When we remember our favourite things! 
  
When the joints ache, When the hips break, 
When the eyes grow dim, 
Then I remember the great life I've had, 
And then I don't feel so bad!!! 
  
It’s just possible that one or two of us might be able to identify with some of these 
lyrics! 

My Favourite Things 
Submitted by Churchwarden Clive Barnett 
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We do not all know one another, you may not know the name of the 
person sitting next to you, and yet, for just one hour this afternoon, 
we are related. We are related because we share the same experience 
and that is the experience of loss. Some are here to remember those 
whom they have known and lost over the years, parents, children, 
friends. Others are here for those they have lost in the past year for 
whom the memory is still very raw. Covid hovers over us like a dark 
cloud, and for some that will be the reason for the empty chair at the 
dinner table on Christmas Day. We come today because we have 
loved and lost, and we hurt. We feel the pain of loss, perhaps anger 
for what should not have been, our arms still long to hold the one we 
loved and we cling to treasured memories because they are all we 
now have. 
 We have come to this service to light a candle. Why? The four 
weeks leading up to Christmas is the season of Advent, the time we 
spend waiting and preparing for the birth of Christ at Christmas. 
Outside lights are coming on all over the place. In some parts of the 
country lights would already have been shining for the Festivals of 
Divali and Hannakah. It seems compulsive for us to bring light into the 
dark during the longest nights of the year. I wonder how the 
shepherds felt when, in the darkness of night, the sky was filled with 
angels and they were given the news of the birth of the Holy Child? I 
wonder what the Magi really thought about as they followed the star 
to Bethlehem? What was in the minds of Mary and Joseph as they lay 
in a dark stable holding the one who was to be the Light of the World? 
For that is what Jesus claimed to be, the Light of the World, the one 
whose death would bring light to a darkened world and hope to 
aching hearts. 
 We are related in this church today not only by the pain of loss 

Remembering loved ones 

at Christmas time. 
Jackie Brookfield’s lovely homily from Sunday afternoon’s service. 
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but also by the comfort of 
hope. May I quote to you some 
words of St. Paul writing to the 
Church in Rome – 
 May the God of hope fill 
you with all peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 
 In a few minutes you will 
be invited to come forward 
and light a candle. That little 
flame will burn in church as a 
symbol of your hope that the one you loved and lost is remembered and 
still held in your heart in love. We believe that death is not an end but a 
beginning, and those whom we remember are on another shore, free 
from pain, and held in the arms of God. The language of religion has to 
be the language of symbol and metaphor because we speak of things we 
can only understand with our hearts and not our heads. I had the 
privilege of sitting with a great lady through her final days on earth. She 
said it was like waiting on the station for the train but not knowing the 
day or time when the train would arrive. She believed that her death 
would be the beginning of a journey. 
 In the words of a poet – 
 
 Death – terminus, 
 Heart-stopping jolt 
 At the end of the line? 
 Or junction, where two worlds meet, 
 Faith catching the connection? 
 
 I like to think that we are here this afternoon waiting at the 
junction and lighting our candles to represent the love in which we hold 
those dear to us who have begun their journey on the other side. 
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Matthew 11.11–15 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and 
the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing to accept it, he is 
Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 The world of the Bible is a very violent place.  From the days when 
Cain murdered Abel, violence was endemic in the lives of the Bible’s 
people.  The pages of Scripture are marked by that violence – with their 
record of seemingly constant warfare between the ‘chosen people’ and 
those whose land they believed God had given them to possess.  There is 
violence in the fall of Jericho, and violence in the wars against the Philistines 
(the ancestors of today’s Palestinians).  There is violence in the stories of 
Exile, perpetrated (in that case) on the chosen people, not so 
much by them.  
 The Hebrews both suffered and gave out violence (in the 
establishment of the Land called Holy).  And so it is hardly surprising that 
their understanding of God included a level of violence too.  God is 
conceived as a mighty warrior, who will strengthen the arm of his people.  In 
the words of Isaiah 41 (today's other reading) ‘I will help you, says the 
Lord.  I will make of you a threshing sledge, sharp, new, and having teeth; 
you shall thresh the mountains and crush them!’.  This is the language of 
warfare, of the conquering and subjugation of one’s enemies. 
 On occasion, the Hebrews’ God even appears to carry-out violence on 
their behalf.  Look, for example, at the violence perpetrated on the first-
born of all Egyptians, or the way that the Egyptian army was drowned in the 
sea.  These are violent acts, perpetrated by an apparently violent God. 
 But where did all this violence get the Hebrews, and indeed their 
competitor-nations?  What did violence achieve over the roughly 4,000 
years of history leading up to Jesus?  To read the Hebrew Bible (what we call 
the Old Testament) is to read a litany of violence begetting violence.  By the 
time of Jesus, the Land called Holy had been occupied and oppressed by 
many other violent conquerors.  The Babylonians had a go, so did the 
Selucids and the Egyptians.  The Greeks were in charge for a while, and then 

The Bible is a violent place 
A Sermon from Canon Tom Kennar on Thursday 9 December 
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(by the time of Jesus) the Romans took over.  Constant warfare had not 
achieved very much at all, for the self-described ‘chosen people’.  After Jesus, 
further violence would lead to the destruction of the very Temple in 
Jerusalem, and the scattering of the Hebrews to the four corners of Earth, for 
nearly 2,000 years. 
 Jesus, of course, recognises this problem.  As he cautions Peter, ‘he 
who lives by the sword will die by the sword’.  Instead, Jesus ushers-in a new 
Kingdom of peace…by refusing to collude with the violence all around 
him.  Ultimately, he chooses to let the violence of the state, of soldiers and of 
religious leaders wash over him.  He absorbs their violence on the cross, and 
transmutes it into new life in the Resurrection.  
 But at the point we’ve reached in today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is 
reflecting on how violence is all around his new Kingdom.  He gives praise to 
John the Baptiser, as being greater than anyone yet of woman born.  But, in a 
surprising twist, Jesus then says that ‘the least in the Kingdom of Heaven is 
greater than he’.  Why is this?  I suggest that it’s because he recognises that 
John the Baptiser is still subject to, and a product of, the violence of the 
Hebrews' history.  John has no army, and he doesn’t advocate violence as 
such.  But his language is rooted in violence.  He addresses his followers as 
the ‘brood of vipers’.  He envisages the coming Messiah as about to arrive 
with a winnowing fork in his hand, threshing the grain and separating-out the 
wheat from the chaff.  Just as in the language of Isaiah, violent threshing 
imagery is used to declare the imagined purposes of God.  John employs the 
same aggressive language as all the prophets before him. 
 But, Jesus notes, such violence achieves only more violence.  Reflecting, 
no doubt, on the death of John the Baptiser, Jesus observes that since the 
days of John until now, the Kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force.  Herod employed such violence, when imprisoning 
and then beheading John.  And now, violence against Jesus and his followers 
was being contemplated by the religious and secular leaders of the day.  The 
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violent were attempting to take the Kingdom by force. 
 But this will not do, for Jesus.  ‘When someone strikes you on the 
right cheek, offer him your left.  If you live by the sword, you will die by 
it.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven’.  Jesus’ radical message was that violence will not do.  Whether 
it’s the violence of warfare, or the violence of poverty imposed on the 
poor by the rich. Jesus won’t even put up with the violence of 
words.  None has a place in his Kingdom. 
 Now of course, non-violence (or pacifism) has a tricky history.  It 
raises very tough questions about how we should respond when 
tyrannical warlords seek to take control of our lives and our 
destinies.  Who could criticise British soldiers for taking up arms against 
thugs like the Nazis?  And yet, Jesus invites us to do just that.  How can 
we reconcile this?  How do we make sense of Jesus’ clear pacifist 
message, in the real world of despots and tyrants? 
 Part of the answer is that Jesus’ Kingdom transcends national 
boundaries, and national protectionism.  He invites us to see ourselves 
as citizens of a Kingdom that exists outside, above and beyond such 
historical lines.  To that extent, it doesn’t very much matter who is in 
charge of the land on which we live – for we owe our lives, and our 
allegiance to a higher power than any earthly king, president or dictator. 
We are invited to see, and strive for, a bigger picture – a picture of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  
 I recognise, of course, that such a goal is mightily hard to 
achieve.  There are causes for which I might be prepared to take up 
arms.  If enemy tanks rolled down Havant’s High Street, threatening to 
exterminate anyone who was not deemed worthy to live under some 
new dictator or other, I’d be the first one on the church tower to try and 
defend my town!  In this respect, I recognise, of course, the tension 
between Jesus’ vision, and the hard reality of human life.  But, while 
recognising the tension, let us not stop striving for the better reality, the 
better prospect of a better way.  Let us never cease asking whether 
violence is the only way to deal with our challenges and problems. 

For when the angels declared to the Shepherds the glory in the 
highest heavens, they sang of ‘peace on earth’ and of ‘goodwill between 
all peoples on whom God’s favour rests’.  If such a picture of peace and 
goodwill was good enough for the angels, it’s good enough for us 
too.  Amen. 
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Worth Repeating 

Two poverty-stricken, illiterate men, one blind and the other at death’s door, 

came to a mission hospital in India.  On leaving the hospital some time later, 

the blind man asked for a copy of ‘The Jesus Book’. 

“But what use is it to you?  You cannot read,” answered the missionary. 

“No,” said the blind man.  “But we will take it to those who can.” 

They returned to their village, the happy possessors of a Gospel.  They were 

weavers by trade.  Whenever men came to purchase cloth in that village they 

were met with the remark, “Before we do any business with you, you must 

read a few pages out of our Book.”  When the tax-gatherers came round 

they, too, were told, “We can do no business with you until you read to us 

from our Book.” 

When a missionary visited that village two years later he found the heathen 

temple closed and a small wooden church built.  The whole village was ready 

to serve Christ. 

You don’t need great gifts in order to work for God. 

(From the Parish Magazine of November 1952) 

 

 

 

 

On visiting someone this week they told me of two overheard 

conversations…. 

The first was in Oxford Street, it was all lit up for Christmas, there must have 

been a Nativity Scene in one of the windows.  A lady was heard to say “Look, 

they are even bringing religion into Christmas.” 

Another conversation, this one at the hairdressers.  “Christmas is not what it 

was, its lost all its meaning, because well it’s all about Father Christmas.” 

Worth Repeating 
From St Peters Henfield with Woodmancote Church magazine. February 1988 

submitted by Shelagh Legg  

The Meaning of Christmas? 
Submitted by Sandra Haggan 



 

14 



 

15 

There are plenty of jigsaw puzzles, well 
only about 90! Do let me know if you 
would like to borrow some, there is a 
wide variety of 500 and 1000 pieces. 
 
Sandra Haggan 

Jigsaws  
Submitted by Sandra Haggan 

Little Lambs will be  

back at The Pallant 

Centre in the New 

Year on Friday 7th 

January.  

Happy Christmas to all 

our Little Lambs and 

their families! 

Tea and Chat on Zoom— 
Christmas Break 

Tea and Chat on Zoom (Mondays 3pm) will be taking a Christmas 

break and will resume on Monday 10th January 2022! 
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Capital Projects Update 
The figures are in! 

Here’s where we stand on our key projects (to the end of November) 

        Raised Needed 

West End Toilet      £30,054 £65,000 

New seating       £21,367 £85,812 

(Negotiations with our late carpenter’s estate will 

take place in the new year) 

Big Build Campaign     £13,548 £40,000 

(To carry out urgent works to the tower, North 

Transept flooring, fire & safety work to vestry 

doors, and various essential maintenance to the 

Pallant Centre) 

Young People & Families Worker   £ 3,016 £36,000 

(To employ a part-time worker over three years to 

drive forward our work with young people and 

families) 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund    £ 3,556 No target 

(To aid parishioners in crisis) 

DONATIONS can be made to these funds at any time,  

at www.stfaith.com/donations  

As Canon Tom explained on Sunday, income from collections has dropped 

considerably during Covid (not least because we were closed!).  Therefore we 

are re-commencing the practice of offering a chance to give during the 

Offertory-section of our services. 

ALTERNATIVELY - Our members are warmly invited to sign up for regular 

giving at THIS LINK to the Parish Giving Scheme.     Thank you! 

Passing the basket again... 

https://www.stfaith.com/donations/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/havant-st-faith-havant/
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Advent 3—Repent!  
You brood of Vipers! 

A sermon by Canon Tom Kennar on Sunday 12 December 2021. 

 Text: Luke 3.7-18 
Q: How many Pentecostals does it take to change a light bulb? 
A: 10, that’s one to change it and 9 others to pray against the spirit of 
darkness. 

Q: How many Catholics does it take to change a light bulb? 
A1: None. They use candles instead. 

Q: How many TV evangelists does it take to change a light bulb? 
A: One. But for the message of light to continue to go forth, send in your 
donation today. 

Q: How many Anglicans does it take to change a light bulb? 
A: Change? 

 I thought I’d start with a little light humour today.  Humour seems to 
get a sermon off to a good start.  A joke helps people to relax, and become 
somehow more receptive. So, what was John the Baptiser was doing in the 
opening verse of our Gospel reading?  I not sure that you would be all that 
receptive if I had started this sermon just now with a cry of “You brood of 
vipers”! 
 The opening verse of this section gives us the explanation of both 
John’s insult, and his subsequent address:  Verse 7:  “John said to the 
crowds that came out to be baptised by him, ‘You brood of vipers’ “.  Who 
were these crowds?  They were crowds of ordinary people - citizens of 
Israel.  They were those who, in verse 8, could claim Abraham as their 
ancestor.  Verses 10 to 12 tell us that among their number were relatively 
wealthy people - those with more than one tunic -  along with tax 
collectors and soldiers.  In other words, a cross section of the general 
public of Israel.   
 So what have we established about this crowd?  They are ordinary 
people - soldiers, civil servants, butchers, bakers and candle-stick 
makers.  They are relatively wealthy, free citizens (not slaves) who have 
the freedom to go out into the desert.  They are people who have left the 
security of the city to go out to meet John. They are people who have a 
religious and cultural heritage...they describe themselves as the children of 
Abraham. 
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 Actually...they sound rather like us, don’t they?  We are ordinary 
people. We are relatively wealthy - compared to 90% of the world.  We 
have come away from the warmth and security of our homes to worship 
in our little building in the middle of Havant.  We also have a common 
heritage - we are also children of Abraham in a spiritual sense!  We too 
sense that something important is going on here...we are, in a sense, 
those who want to be rescued, and saved, by our Saviour - not burned up 
like chaff with unquenchable fire. 
 So, does John’s message apply to us as well?  I think it might.  There 
is a sense in which as we read the Bible, it has a way of reading us 
too...scripture has a way of pointing to our lives, and our situations, and 
saying…”this is for you too, you know”  So what is John’s message to us?   
 I think it can be summed up in one phrase, at the beginning of verse 
8:  “Bear fruits worthy of repentance”.  In saying this, John acknowledges, 
first of all, our repentance.  He is speaking to people who have made their 
confession, been baptised, and received forgiveness.  They, like us, have 
received their spiritual inheritance.  “But,” he says to them and us, 
“repentance alone is not enough”.  John calls for a change of lifestyle that 
reflects the genuineness of our repentance - it must produce fruits. 
 So what does John suggest will be the sort of fruit that true 
repentance will produce?  The crowd to whom he is talking are curious 
too:  verse 10:  “What then should we do?” they ask him.  John was cast in 
the mould of the Old Testament prophets, and especially of Isaiah.  Filling 
valleys of poverty, and flattening the mountains of wealth and power are 
integral to his message.  And so it comes as no surprise that John’s first 
response to the question focuses on economic justice.  Verse 11:  “In reply 
he said to them ’Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 
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none; and whoever has food must do likewise”. 
 But John’s challenge goes further than the simple necessity of 
sharing.  He says, effectively, “Your entire way of life must reflect the 
totality of the gospel!.  Share your coat, and your food.  Yes.  But also,” as 
he says to soldiers and civil servants in verses 12 to 14, “be content with 
what you have.  And bear fruits...not just a single fruit...of your 
repentance – for ‘every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
 Repentance means ‘to turn away’ from human ways of living, and 
to turn towards a new, Kingdom way.  Truly repentant people learn to 
integrate all of the calling of the gospel into their lives.  Our way of life, 
our priorities, our commitments, our personal relationships, our passion 
for peace and justice, our acts of compassion, our prayerfulness, our 
praise, our prophetic edge...all these, blended together, will give 
evidence of our repentance – of our willingness to walk on the Narrow 
Way of Jesus Christ. 
 Advent, and John the Baptister invite us to be ready to receive the 
Christ, this Christmas.  But this is not just the candlelit Christ of the 
Stable, with all the warm, cosy, images that conjures up.  John reminds 
us, in the final section of this morning’s reading, that this is also the 
Christ who comes with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.  Immanuel - ‘God 
with Us’ - means God among us, challenging us, stimulating us, leading us 
– and yes, judging us.  John talks of the Christ who comes with a 
winnowing fork to separate the useful wheat from the wasteful 
chaff.  There is encouragement in these words of John...but warning too. 
 So as Christmas approaches, we are invited to use these final days 
of Advent to examine ourselves, in truth.  We need to be honest with 
ourselves, and with God, about the priorities of our own lives.  Perhaps it 
in only after such self-examination that we are able to really say - as we 
shall later in today’s service - that we willingly offer ourselves as living 
sacrifices to our Saviour and Heavenly King.  Amen 
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Rector    Canon Tom Kennar  tomkennar@gmail.com 
(rest day: Monday)*      07881 025592 
Lay Pastor & Reader  Mrs Sandra Haggan  07452 982287 
(rest day: Wednesday)*  
Readers   Dr Michael Fluck  023 9247 7391 
    Mrs Jackie Brookfield 023 9246 2644 
Church Wardens  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
    Mr Clive Barnett  01243 389257 
Head Server   Mr Bruce Strugnell  023 9248 4435 
Administrator  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Secretary  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Treasurer  Mrs Rosemary Turner treasurer@stfaith.com  
Musical Director  Mr Graham Kidd  music@stfaith.com  
Captain Bellringers  Mr Bill Skilleter  023 9225 3802 
Safeguarding Officer  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Data Protection Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Health & Safety Officer Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Stewardship   Mr Alan Hakim  023 9247 1681 
Electoral Roll   Mr Hugh Owen  023 9247 1204 
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman  023 9247 1241 
Pastoral Team Leader Mrs Julia Hancock  023 9248 3808 
Children’s Society  Mrs Sandra Haggan  023 9245 5161 
Men’s Group   Mr Nick Saunders  023 9247 3922 
Mission Development Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
Finance Manager  Miss Ani Moore  financeofficer@stfaith.com 
General Manager  Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Caretaker   Mr John Glassett  07472 988098 
Shop Manager  Mrs Clare Kennar  07837 700891 
Shop Assistant Manager Mrs Jacqui North   
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West  07761 912617  
Website   Mr Colin Carter  webmaster@stfaith.com 
*Please observe these rest days 

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129 
Opening Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am—12noon (please wear a mask) 

Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for: 
ll enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email:  office@stfaith.com 

Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:  
Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre 

Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com 

CONTACT DETAILS 
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We are currently in urgent need of donations of winter 
clothes - especially women’s clothes. 

 
If you want to help by giving your time, we still need 

volunteers to work on Mondays for a few hours. Please 
speak to Clare. 

 
THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Then closed until January 4th 

 Please drop donations off at the shop  
during opening hours: (see above).   

Kindly don’t leave them outside when the shop is closed.   

St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop 

Thank you to all those who have donated 

books over the past few months. The 

bookshop has now been up and running 

for a few weeks and going well.  It is a 

very quiet space, 

where people can sit 

and read and children 

can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table 

to enjoy the books. 

If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.  

We have wide range of novels, and Non 

Fiction books. 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR DECEMBER 
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Morning Service - Sunday 19 December 

4th  Sunday of Advent—’Mary’s Sunday’ 
President & Preacher: Canon Tom Kennar 

Organist: Graham Kidd 
 

Processional Hymn (406) 
Words: Fred Pratt Green (b. 1903-2000) 

Tune: Personent Hodie (Theodoric), from Piae Cantiones 

 
Collect 

  God our redeemer, 
  who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  to be the mother of your Son: 
  grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
  so we may be ready to greet him 
  when he comes again as our judge; 
  who is alive and reigns with you, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever.  
  Amen. 

 
 
 

1. Long ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new, 
bear his people’s burden, 
freely love and pardon. 
 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 
 
2. God in time, God in man, 
this is God’s timeless plan: 
he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 
God divinely human: 

3. Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb God is laid: 
till the time expected, 
nurtured and protected: 
 
4. Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry. 
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Readings 
A reading from the prophet Micah (5.2-5a) 

The prophet tells of the ruler who will come from Bethlehem. 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  
 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.  

 
(Luke 1.39-55) 

Mary visits Elizabeth and Mary’s song of praise. 
 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 
the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me?  
 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  
 And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his 
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is 
for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up 
the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty.  
 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and 
to his descendants for ever.’ 
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Gradual Hymn (631) 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) based on Luke 1.46-55 

Tune: Woodlands, Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn (182) 
Words: John Raphael Peacey (1896-1971) 

Tune: Kilmarnock, Neil Dougall (1776-1862) 

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 
unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 

make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one. 

 
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 

pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children’s children and for evermore. 

1. For Mary, mother of our Lord, 
God’s holy name be praised, 
who first the Son of God adored, 
as on her child she gazed. 
 
2. The angel Gabriel brought the word  
she should Christ’s mother be; 
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord, 
made answer willingly. 
 
3. The heav’nly call she thus obeyed, 
and so God’s will was done; 
the second Eve love’s answer made 
which our redemption won. 
 

4. She gave her body for God’s shrine, 
her heart to piercing pain, 
and knew the cost of love divine 
when Jesus Christ was slain. 
 
5. Dear Mary, from your lowliness 
and home in Galilee, 
there comes a joy and holiness 
to ev’ry family. 
 
6. Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, 
above all women blest; 
and blest your Son, whom your  
    embrace 
in birth and death confessed. 
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Hymn (605) 
Words: George Bourne Timms (b. 1910) 

Tune: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 

Post Communion Prayer 
  Heavenly Father, 
  who chose the Blessed Mary 
  to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
  fill us your servants with your grace, 
  that in all things we may embrace your holy will 
  and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

Hymn (405) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), John Cennick (1718-1755) & Martin Madan (1726-1790) alt. 

Tune: Helmsley, from Charles Wesley’s Select Hymns with tunes Annext (1765) 

1. Sing we of the blessèd Mother 
who received the angel’s word, 
and obedient to his summons 
bore in love the infant Lord; 
sing we of the joys of Mary 
at whose breast that child was fed, 
who is Son of God eternal 
and the everlasting bread. 
 
2. Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 
of the sword that pierced her through, 
when beneath the cross of Jesus 
she his weight of suff’ring knew, 
looked upon her Son and Saviour 
reigning high on Calv’ry’s tree, 
saw the price of our redemption 
paid to set the sinner free. 

3. Sing again the joys of Mary 
when she saw the risen Lord, 
and, in prayer with Christ’s apostles, 
waited on his promised word: 
from on high the blazing glory 
of the Spirit’s presence came, 
heav’nly breath of God’s own being, 
manifest through wind and flame. 
 
4. Sing the greatest joy of Mary 
when on earth her work was done, 
and the Lord of all creation 
brought her to his heav’nly home: 
virgin mother, Mary blessèd, 
raised on high and crowned with grace, 
may your Son, the world’s redeemer, 
grant us all to see his face. 

1. Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for mortal sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ appears on earth to reign. 
 

2. Ev’ry eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
we who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply grieving, deeply grieving,  
   deeply grieving, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
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Our afternoon service is 

“Community Carol Service”  at 4pm 

With the Rotary Club of Havant, Alan Mak MP 

and the Mayor of Havant - Cllr Rosy Raines 

 

(Regretfully, due to Covid restrictions, this service is only  

available to those who have signed up in advance to attend  

- but it will also be online) 

 

SERVICE SHEETS FOR ALL UPCOMING SERVICES  

ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.stfaith.com/566-2  

(There are too many to print in the Chronicle!) 

3. Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture, with what rapture, 
  with what rapture 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 

4. Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow’r and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleulia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

https://www.stfaith.com/566-2/

