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The Chronicle 
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

2 December 2021 (Vol 83) 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

The Dance of Life 

What an amazing exhibition we have at St Faith’s, at the 
moment!  Carol Acworth’s ‘The Dance of Life’ has been 
buzzing since Monday (and continues until Saturday at 
Midday).  Do come along and see for yourself her 
creative, quirky, and sometimes a little disturbing view 
of the complex, wonderful thing we call life! 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including our mission 
partners in Ghana and Japan 

 
The Diocese  

For Commissary Bishop Rob, 
& for Bishop Jonathan Frost 
as he prepares to lead us. 

 
Our Parish & Community 

and our growing link with St 
Alban’s 

 
Those who have asked for 

our prayers 
Sue Titcomb 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Veronica Holder 

Olive Rush 
Brandon Taylor 

Angela Thompson 
Roslyn Macmillan 

Eileen Norris 
John Youngman 

 
The Recently Departed 

Bill Sagrott (funeral 3rd Dec, 
The Oaks, 10:00am) 

Verity Ireston 
Terence Taverner 

Kusum Patel 
Sue Hillebrand  

(Funeral 6 Dec, 12:30,   
St Faith’s Church).   

Clint Cosser 
Audrey Fryer 

 
Anniversaries of Departed  

2nd  Richard Tyner 
4th John Smythe 

 

SEE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR REGULAR EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 02 Dec 
1030 TRADITIONAL SAID COMMUNION with Canon Tom. 
 Attend in person or watch online (See Sunday links).  

 
FRIDAY 03 DEC 

1900(onwards) - MEN’S GROUP CURRY NIGHT (see page 17) 
  

SATURDAY 04 DEC 
1000 ST FAITH’S COFFEE MORNING (see page 17) 
1200 Sculpture Exhibition Ends 
1900 Saturday night at the Pallant (see page 10) 

 
SUNDAY 05 DEC - (2nd Sunday of Advent) 

0800 Said Communion at St Nicholas 
0930 PARISH COMMUNION President & Preacher: Canon 

Tom. To watch online: click here  to participate via 
Facebook) or www.stfaith.com  

1000 Parish Communion at St Alban’s (and online) 
1530 Reception of the Mortal Remains of Sue Hillebrand 
1630 ‘The Bible Story’ with Barbara Hammond (and online) 
1830 Zoom Evening Prayer (with Reader Sandra).  See 

page 29 for link. 
 

MONDAY 06 DEC 
1230 Funeral of Sue Hillebrand (please watch online as 

family members and friends will fill all available 
spaces) 

 
TUESDAY 07 DEC 

The church will be in use for much of the day by Bosmere 
School (for Carol Services)  No ‘Tea & Chat’ today. 

 
WEDNESDAY 08 DEC 

1230 LUNCHTIME CONCERT - Something glorious on the 
Organ! 

 
 

The BUSY week ahead… 
at St Faith’s unless otherwise indicated 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
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(Not this week) 
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We have a Wednesday Evening Home 
Group which recently spent some 
weeks looking at the ALPHA Course, but 
before telling you about our findings, a 
little history.  
 The Alpha Course was first written 
by Rev. Charles Marnham in 1977 
whilst he was a curate at Holy Trinity 
Brompton, and then updated in 1990 by Rev. Nicky Gumbel then a 
curate at the same church. It seeks to introduce the basics of the 
Christian faith through a series of talks and discussions. Described 
as "an opportunity to explore the meaning of life", the ten sessions 
are an introduction to Christianity investigating God’s love for us 
and the relationship we can have with Him. Designed for anyone it 
does so in a safe environment as each meeting starts with a meal. 
  In 2018, the Alpha website described the course as running in 
over 100 countries and over 100 languages, with over 24 million 
people having taken the course. Courses have been run by 
Anglican, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, 
Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches, with of course 
some variations in course material.  
 Our group watched all the course videos; they were fun and 
sparked thoughtful and varied discussions. We found them a 
tremendous blessing in many ways and this filled us with 
enthusiasm to share it with everyone. It is agreed that St. Faiths 
will run an Alpha course in the new year. The Alpha Course is a 
good starter course, each session begins with a shared light meal, a 
video and then discussions.  
 Watch this space….. Please hold in your prayers the team 
planning the Alpha course and those who may come along and join 
in.  Dates to be announced in the coming weeks. 

The Alpha Course 
Submitted by Sandra Haggan 



 

5 

Last year because of the Pandemic, St Faith's was unable to give 

presents to the Women's Refuge for the women and children who 

were with them over Christmas. 

 The Stop Domestic Abuse Havant Group have had a very 

busy year.  Lockdown has accentuated the problem of domestic 

abuse for women and the children.  At present there are six 

women living at the Refuge with ten children there.  The ages of 

the children range from sixteen to four. 

 This time of year is particularly trying for them all.  Please be 

generous and put suitable new presents for them in the container 

which will be out at the 9.30 service for the next three 

Sundays.  At other times please give them to Sandra or telephone 

Hilary Deadman on 02392 471241 to arrange collection. 

 Handicrafts are particularly welcome for the children and the 

women would enjoy 'pamper ' presents of hand cream, shower 

gel, nail varnish etc or items of jewellery or scarves.  Or any other 

small gifts you can think of! 

 St Faith's has supported the Refuge over many years.  Please 

make this difficult year a special one for them.  

 Thank you. 

Our Christmas gifts for the 
Women’s Refuge 

Submitted by Hilary Deadman 
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FROM CHURCHES HOMELESS ACTION: 
Over the last 18 years we have organised a Christmas 
Voucher scheme to support the homeless and those on 
the margins.  We have each year been overwhelmed by 
the generosity shown, raising over £170K. These 
vouchers or gift cards – and the greetings cards that 
have accompanied them – have supported a number of 
charities and agencies in the area supporting a wide 
variety of people in difficult circumstances from families, 
to single young people, to those seeking asylum and 
those seeking refuge from domestic abuse, those 
sleeping rough and those in hostels and temporary 
accommodation and those accessing drop in meals 
provision. Listening to the stories of the impact of the 
gift and card continues to be moving and inspiring. 

 This year we are again working in partnership with The News, and with support 
from HIVE Portsmouth, the City Council and many others to broaden the scheme and 
increase the impact and benefit it can bring. If we are to achieve this we need your 
support and that of your community, organisation or faith group. We are encouraging 
everyone in our city as individuals and as groups to share some love in Portsmouth 
this Christmas. 
 We hope that together we can demonstrate, throughout Portsmouth, there are 
people who have love, care and respect to give. We want to invite the whole 
community to share some comfort & joy, especially at Christmas. Whether it is an 
elderly neighbour, someone on their own or a family that needs some seasonal joy. 
We are asking people to think about their neighbours and community – is there 
someone who could benefit from a seasonal gift and a greetings card to show that 
people care? 
 So firstly to show that recognition of another person, to share that love with 
those around you, we are inviting everyone to write a Christmas card (or two) to send 
to a neighbour or someone in your street who you feel might be alone at Christmas.  
Then to give the most precious gift we might have – the gift of choice – to those who 
do not have too many choices in their life. For some of them that might enable them 
to choose a box of chocolates, a new toy or even essential food shopping. We don’t 
want to make that decision for them – they know what will bring them Comfort & Joy 
this season. 
 So, we are asking you if you would be prepared to contribute to our ‘Comfort & 
Joy’ campaign this winter? If you would like to make donation of a gift card or voucher 
(In previous years we have suggested £5 cards) or send a cheque (payable to St Mary’s 
Church) or cash then please send to St Mary’s Vicarage, Fratton Road Portsmouth PO1 
5PA by Dec 18th – or hand in at St Mary’s Church, Fratton, any morning between 9am 
& Noon.  THANK YOU! 
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          Havant Passion Play 
Presents 

A fresh chance to prepare yourself for Christmas!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re offering a short filmed monologue on YouTube, the HPP website and 
our Facebook page every day of Advent.  

Come and hear a different character from the story of the coming of Christ 
share their own experience each day.  

A chance not to be missed! 
 

Starting on  
Monday 29th November 

Open a new door every day on A Living Advent Calendar on: 

 
YouTube: 

search for HPP - A living advent calendar Day 1 (and so on) 
 

HPP website: 
https://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk/ 

 
Facebook: 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/pg/havantpassionplay/community/ 
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Ends on Saturday, at midday, 

after St Faith’s Coffee Morning 
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Evensong Advent Sunday 

An Advent  homily by Jackie Brookfield on Sunday 28 November 2021. 

The bells of waiting Advent ring,  
The tortoise stove is lit again 

And lamp-oil light across the night 
Has caught the streaks of winter rain 

In many a stained-glass window sheen 
From Crimson Lake to Hooker’s Green. 

 

The holly in the windy hedge 
And round the Manor House the yew 

Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge, 
The altar, font and arch and pew, 

So that the villagers can say 
“The church looks nice” on Christmas Day. 

 

John Betjeman’s evocative use of words – the gift of a poet – gives birth to the 
feelings of anticipation and longing which belong to this season. I will give you 
three words for this season of Advent; anticipation, expectation and 
preparation. In this crazy, mixed-up Covid world in which we now find ourselves 
the decorations are going up, and canned carols assault our ears in every shop 
as December heralds a winter festival of light and excess. We can’t escape it all, 
but let us hold on to the real meaning of Advent. You will have noticed that our 
readings were full of language we might have found quite frightening, telling us 
that the Day of the Lord is near. “Prepare war,” says Joel “The Day of the Lord is 
great. Who can endure it?” And the Book of Revelation gave us a picture of the 
Son of Man with a sickle in his hand judging the human race. These 
eschatological writings propose a theology concerned with death, judgment and 
the final destiny of the soul. I seem to remember when I was young that the 
words for Advent were death, judgment, hell and damnation. I prefer my three 
words – anticipation, expectation and preparation. Bearing in mind these three 
words I would like to look at Advent within the theology and practice of the 
Celtic Church. 
 The Celtic Church looked for three comings of Christ, the conception and 
incarnation, the coming of Christ into our lives, and the coming of Christ at the 
end. Advent was a time of waiting and preparation. Planning and preparation 
were vital before undertaking any enterprise or journey and 40 days of prayer 
would be the normal time for preparation. They gave time to be sure that what 
they were about to do was indeed God’s will and not simply their own wish or 
desire. They were great travelers and would set off on their peregrinatio, in 
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their coracles, faithfully believing that God would guide them to wherever or 
whoever the Gospel message was needed. However, the journey was 
undertaken only after 40 days of solid prayer. 
 The first Coming of Christ is the Incarnation. We put great emphasis on 
the Cross and resurrection and sometimes the Incarnation gets lost in the pagan 
Christmas. I am quoting from a book by David Cole with the title “Celtic Advent” 
– ‘Christmas, the incarnation of the Christ, is not about the Cross, it is about the 
God of the whole universe, the Creator of all things, the ineffable Almighty One 
becoming flesh and blood and moving into our world as one of us.’ And some 
words straight from the Christians of the Celtic world - 
 This night is the eve of the great nativity, 
 Born is the Son of Mary the Virgin, 
 The soles of his feet have touched the earth, 
 The Son of glory down from on high, 
 Heaven and earth glowed to Him, 
 All hail! Let there be joy! 
 These words come from a carol collected by Alexander Carmichael in the 
19th century and published in a book called the Carmina Gadelica. He wrote 
down the words of many prayers and songs but he was not a musician and we 
have no record of the tunes to which they were sung. Music and song were and 
are expressions of our innermost senses and feelings and part of our 
inheritance from the Celtic Church is the words of the hymn ‘Be thou my vision.’ 
The Gospel story about the birth of Christ begins with Mary and Joseph making 
a journey. We are all called to make a journey, to travel with God, to take on 
the Divine nature, to become one with the Cosmic Christ. The Christian journey 
is about transformation calling us to live in the world but not to be of it. 
 This leads us to examine the Celtic idea of the Second Coming of Christ, 
and I will remind you of a prayer, hymn, which you will all recognize, St Patrick’s 
Breastplate. Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ 
before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore 
me. The Second Coming is about our invitation to our Lord to dwell within us, to 
allow the Divine Presence to be in all we are and all we do. It is an experience, a 
mystery, expressed in the symbolic and sacramental life of the church, most 
essentially in the Eucharist as we share through Bread and Wine the living Lord. 
It is as central to our faith now as it was to the Celtic Church. 
 The first Coming of Christ was the Incarnation, the second his coming into 
our lives, and the third is the Coming of Christ at the end. I think we can 
legitimately look at this in two ways, our own death, and the Coming of Christ 
at the end of time. May I share with you part of a beautiful prayer from the 
Celtic Church called Soul Peace. 
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 And may Michael white kindly 
 High King of the holy angels, 
 Take possession of the beloved soul, 
 And shield it home to the Three of surpassing love. 
 They had a robust attitude to the certainty of death and had prayers 
to prepare themselves and those they loved for the final journey. The death 
of those we love and our own deaths are a certainty with which we have to 
live and deal with, but the greater ending is not so easy, the Coming of Christ 
at the end of time. Our Bible readings tonight were strange and disturbing. 
As I said earlier, they are part of the eschatalogical teaching of the Church. 
That simply means teaching about the Last Things, the end of time, and they 
have to be clothed in the language of symbolism because there is no other 
way to express the possibility of such events. The Celtic Church lived more 
closey to the natural world than we do and they would see in natural events 
the possibility of God speaking and warning. In this 21st Century strange 
things are happening to the natural world because of our abuse and we are 
being told to make changes if we are to survive. Let us listen to the warnings 
but not be carried away into thoughts of the Second Coming of Christ and 
the great ending. Fortunately Jesus told us quite clearly that it is not for us to 
know the times and seasons which the Father has set within his own 
authority. One thing we know with certainty, and I will return to the words 
of John Betjeman to claim this certainty – 
 And is it true? And is it true,  
 This most tremendous tale of all, 
 Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue, 
 A Baby in an ox’s stall? 
 The Maker of the stars and sea 
 Become a Child on earth for me? 
 

 And is it true? For if it is, 
 No loving fingers tying strings 
 Around those tissued fripperies, 
 The sweet and silly Christmas things,  
 Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
 And hideous tie so kindly meant,  
  

 No love that in a family dwells, 
 No caroling in frosty air, 
 Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
 Can with this simple truth compare – 
 That God was man in Palestine 
 And lives today in Bread and Wine.             Have a good Advent! 
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December Coffee Morning 

At the coffee morning on Saturday 4th December 
we will have extra stalls selling gifts, jewellery, and 

books along with  Help Palestine and St Faith’s 
Charity Shop.  

There will also be a chance to ask Hugh Owen for 
help with your family history! 

Come and join us for a friendly morning of coffee, 
cake and conversation. All welcome. 

Men of (St) Faith! 

Our informal Men’s Group will be enjoying each other’s 
company on Friday (3rd December) commencing with drinks 
in the Old House at Home (from 7pm) and then Curry in the 
Red Chilli Curry House (51 North Street) from around 9pm.  

ALL PARISH-LINKED MEN ARE WELCOME!   
Please email John Udy ( judypfc@outlook.com ) if you would 
like to join in with this annual bacchanalian festive treat!   

TUESDAYS 
 

10.30am - Tea and Chat at St Faith’s 

Would you like a bit of company? A little chat? Then do pop in on 

Tuesday mornings at 10:30am for a cup of tea and a friendly natter in 

the beautiful surroundings of St Faith’s Church. All welcome - but, we 

regret, not this week, due to Bosmere School Carol Concerts. 
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When you get the Son… 
you get everything else! 

from Canon Tom Kennar on Sunday 28 November 2021. 
  

Text: Luke 21.25–36.  Advent Sunday. 

Once upon a time there was a homeless man, who lived on the street, outside 
the enormous mansion of the richest man in the city.  The rich man’s son used 
to walk outside the mansion, and over time he became friendly with the poor 
beggar.  He would bring small gifts of food, or warm clothes, or the occasional 
festive treat.  The two men, the beggar and rich man’s son became good 
friends – despite the difference in their circumstances. 

One day, however, tragedy struck.  The rich man’s son suddenly 
died.  When the beggar heard of this, he was grief stricken.  How could he pay 
tribute to his friend?  How could he remember him?  Picking up a paper bag 
from the street, and a piece of charcoal, the beggar drew the face of his 
friend, lovingly. 

When he had finished his drawing, the beggar went up to the mighty 
doors of the great mansion, and knocked for attention.  A rather snooty 
servant opened the door.  ‘Yes?’ he said.  ‘Oh great Sir!’ said the 
beggar.  ‘Please would you give this picture to the Master of the house?  It’s a 
picture of his son, who was my friend.  I want the Master to know that his son 
was kind to me’.  ‘Oh very well,’ said the servant, taking the picture and 
closing the door in the poor man’s face.  

A year or two later, another tragedy:  the Master of the House 
died.  Without an heir to inherit his wealth, an auction of all his possessions 
was held.  The beggar, seeing the sign about the auction, decided to go along 
out of curiosity.  To his great surprise, he discovered that his drawing of the 
rich man’s son had been framed and placed in a prominent position in the 
Master’s gallery.  He was stunned, and he waited to see what would happen 
next. 

The auctioneer announced that the very first lot would be the drawing 
of the rich man’s son.  ‘The Master has decreed it, in his will’, the auctioneer 
explained, ‘as a condition of the sale’.  A sigh rippled through the crowd.  Who 
would want to buy an amateur charcoal drawing on the back of an old 
shopping bag?  There was silence in the room.  No-one made any bids.  The 
beggar felt around in his pocket, and found a couple of small coins.  ‘I bid 
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these coins!’ he announced, holding them up between his finger and 
thumb.  Laughter roared around the room, as the relieved auctioneer 
banged his gavel on the desk and shouted ‘sold’. 

The beggar was shuffling his way to the front of the room, to collect 
his picture, when the auctioneer announced, ‘That’s the end of the sale, 
Ladies and Gentlemen.  Good afternoon’.  Uproar.  What?!  All the wealthy 
art dealers began rattling their jewellery in protest!  

The auctioneer held up his hands for silence, and then explained.  ‘I’m 
very sorry, Ladies and Gentlemen, but there were two conditions attached to 
this sale by the Master of the House.  The first was that the portrait of his 
son would be auctioned first.  The second condition was that whoever bids 
on the portrait of the son gets the whole art gallery! 

And that, my friends, is what I want to share with you this 
morning.  On this Advent Sunday, as we contemplate the coming of Christ 
into the world, in his conception, his birth, and his promised return, we must 
not miss this:  when you get the Son, you get everything else.  Not just 
personal peace, and rest for those who ‘travail and are heavy laden’.  But 
you also get a framework for transforming all of creation.  Following Jesus is 
a personal decision – but it has world-transforming potential too! 

To a world in which survival is now the question, Jesus is the 
answer.  Listen again to his words of prophecy from this morning’s 
reading:  ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken”.  These are words for 
our time, are they not?  

In saying so, let me be clear.  I'm not 
saying that Jesus was talking about our time, 
specifically.  I don't subscribe to the idea 
(among many Christians) that we are in the so-
called 'Last Days'.  But let's think about that 
idea together on another occasion.  What 
I am saying, though, is that the kind of 
circumstances which Jesus foresaw do look 
uncannily like our own times. 

We don’t have to look far to see the signs in the sky.  The wealthiest 
men on the planet are building and testing their rockets – while announcing 
their view that the earth is ultimately doomed.  Many, like Elon Musk and 
Jeff Bezos claim that the long-term survival of human kind is in space.  Who 

To a world in 

which survival is 

now the question, 

Jesus is the 

answer.   
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do we think will be on those rockets?  Who is it who will build new colonies 
on Mars and beyond?  It won’t be the poor and the starving masses.  It will 
be billionaires and their friends.  

What about the roaring of the sea?  We don’t have to look far to 
realise that the ice-caps are melting, and the sea-levels are rising – entire 

cities and small nations will drown, certainly within the lifetime of the next 

generation. Dramatically powerful weather events are increasing 
exponentially – Oh yes, the seas are roaring alright. 

People fainting from fear and foreboding?  The Fear among humanity 
is palpable.  Fear of Covid.  Fear of foreginers.  Fear of conspiracies.  Fear of 
climate disaster.  Fear drives our news broadcasts, our social media, our 
politics and our daily conversations.  And yes, many people do faint from fear 
and foreboding.  Stress and depression brought on by fear is rising 
exponentially across the world. 

To all these questions…Jesus is the 
answer.  There is wisdom in all the great 
religions of the world.  But only Jesus offers an 
answer to the signs in the sky, the roaring and 
rising seas, and to the fear:  ‘Stand up and 
raise your heads,’ he says, ‘for your 
redemption draws near’!  

What will this redemption look like?  I 
don’t know.  Somehow, I don’t think that we 
will ever see literal Jesus arriving on a literal cloud – that’s the language of 
metaphor, and I think we should treat it as such.  But what I do know is that 
we serve a God whose entire being is bent towards the salvation of the 
world….spiritually and physically.  Through Jesus, through his incarnation 
among us, through the unsurpassed wisdom he left with us, and through the 
promise of a coming new Kingdom, God inspires us to reach out to others 
with compassion.  He calls us to lives of service to all humanity.  He calls us to 
live lightly, treading softly on the earth.  He calls us to extraordinary 
generosity and to works of healing – to loving God, and loving our neighbour 
as ourself. 

It is by following these teachings that the world can and, I believe, will 
be saved.  As the waters roar and rise, as fear expands, and as billionaires 
flee through the heavens, our sacred task is to keep on calling our 
neighbours and friends, and this whole community to live as Jesus calls 
us.  Not just to save our own souls, but to save the whole world.  For when 
you get the Son, you get everything else.  Amen. 

Oh yes, the 

seas are 

roaring 

alright! 
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We are currently in urgent need of donations of winter 
clothes - especially women’s clothes. 

 
If you want to help by giving your time, we still need 

volunteers to work on Mondays for a few hours. Please 
speak to Clare. 

 
THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Friday & Saturday: 9.30 to 1pm 

 Please drop donations off at the shop  
during opening hours: (see above).   

Kindly don’t leave them outside when the shop is closed.   

St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop 

Thank you to all those who have donated 

books over the past few months. The 

bookshop has now been up and running 

for a few weeks and going well.  It is a 

very quiet space, 

where people can sit 

and read and children 

can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table 

to enjoy the books. 

If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.  

We have wide range of novels, and Non 

Fiction books. 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS FOR DECEMBER 
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Morning Service - Sunday 5 December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
President & Preacher: Canon Tom Kennar 

Organist: Graham Kidd 
 

Processional Hymn (263) 
Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749). 

Tune: Winchester New, from Musikalisches Handbuch (1690) 

Collect 
  O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
  and come among us, 
  and with great might succour us; 
  that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
  we are grievously hindered 
  in running the race that is set before us, 
  your bountiful grace and mercy 
  may speedily help and deliver us; 
  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
  to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  be honour and glory, now and for ever.  
  Amen. 

 
 
 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake, and harken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
2. Then cleansed by ev’ry breast from 
     sin 
make straight the way for God within; 
prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

4. To heal the sick stretch out thine  
     hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
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Readings 
A reading from the prophet Malachi (3.1-4) 

The prophet foretells the coming messenger. 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? 
 For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 
(Luke 3.1-6) 

Luke tells the story of the ministry of John the Baptist. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 
high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness.  
 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words 
of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 

Offertory Hymn (428) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) alt. 

Tune: Blaenwern,  Willaim Penfro Rowlands (1860-1937) 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into ev’ry troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit, 
let us find thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning, 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 
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Hymn (83) 
Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826)  

Tune: Rendez A Dieu, Louis Bourgeois (c. 1510-1561) from the Genevan Psalter (1551) 

Hymn ((88) 
Words and Music: Richard Gillard , Servants Song (b. 1953) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

4. Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heav’n we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

   1. Bread of heav’n, on thee we feed, 
   wine of the soul in mercy shed, 
   by whom the words of life were spoken, 
   and in whose death our sins are dead. 
 
   2. Look on the heart by sorrows broken, 
   look on the tears by sinners shed; 
   and be thy feast to us the token 
   that by thy grace our souls are fed. 

1. Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 
 
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow trav’llers on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
3. I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

4. I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve know together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
6. Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to  
let you be my servant, too. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
  Father in heaven, 
  who sent your Son to redeem the world 
  and will send him again to be our judge: 
  give us grace so to imitate him 
  in the humility and purity of his first coming 
  that, when he comes again, 
  we may be ready to greet him 
  with joyful love and firm faith; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 
 

Hymn (282) 
Words: Charles Edward Oakley (1832-1865)  adapt. 

Tune: Little Cornard, Martin Shaw (1875-1958) 

1. Hills of the north, rejoice, 
echoing songs arise, 
hail with united voice 
him who made earth and skies: 
he comes in righteousness and love, 
he brings salvation from above. 
 
2. Isles of the southern seas 
sing to the list’ning earth, 
carry on ev’ry breeze 
hope of a world’s new birth: 
in Christ shall all be made anew, 
his word is sure, his promise true. 
 
3. Lands of the east, arise, 
he is your brightest morn, 
greet him with joyous eyes, 
praise shall his path adorn: 
the God whom you have longed to know 
in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 

 
4. Shores of the utmost west, 
lands of the setting sun, 
welcome the heav’nly guest 
in whom the dawn has come: 
he brings a never-ending light 
who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 
 
5. Shout, as you journey on, 
songs be in ev’ry mouth, 
lo, form the north they come, 
form east and west and south: 
in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
in him the longing earth be blest. 
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Zoom Evening Prayer (6.30pm)  

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 5 December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Hymn (265) 
Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) based on Luke 4:18-19 

Tune:  Bristol, Thomas Ravenscroft (c.1582-c.1633), ‘Psalms’ (1621) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 76 
 1  In Judah God is known;  
   his name is great in Israel. 

2  At Salem is his tabernacle,  
   and his dwelling place in Zion. 

3  There broke he the flashing arrows of the bow,  
   the shield, the sword and the weapons of war. 

4  In the light of splendour you appeared,  
   glorious from the eternal mountains. 

5  The boastful were plundered; they have slept their sleep;  
   none of the warriors can lift their hand. 

1. Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 
the Saviour promised long: 
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne, 
and ev’ry voice a song. 
 
2. He comes, the pris’ners to release 
in Satan’s bondage held; 
the gates of brass before him burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 
 
3. He comes, the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace, 
to bless the humble poor. 
 
4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
with thy belovèd name. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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6  At your rebuke, O God of Jacob,  
   both horse and chariot fell stunned. 

7  Terrible are you in majesty:  
   who can stand before your face when you are angry? 

8  You caused your judgement to be heard from heaven;  
   the earth trembled and was still, 
9  When God arose to judgement,  
   to save all the meek upon earth. 

10  You crushed the wrath of the peoples  
   and bridled the wrathful remnant. 

11  Make a vow to the Lord your God and keep it;  
   let all who are round about him bring gifts 

      to him that is worthy to be feared. 
12  He breaks down the spirit of princes  

   and strikes terror in the kings of the earth. 
]  

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.’ 
 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are 
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people 
are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand for ever. 
 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 
fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes 
with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep. 
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Luke 1:1-25 
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that 
have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, 
after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth 
concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 
 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, 
living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 
Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
getting on in years. 
 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on 
duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter 
the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense-
offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed 
him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him 
John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will 
be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even 
before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the 
people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will 
go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you 
this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these 
things occur.’ 
 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his 
delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and 
they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to 
them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he 
went to his home. 
 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she 
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remained in seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me 
when he looked favourably on me and took away the disgrace I have 
endured among my people.’ 
 

Hymn (634) 
Words: Sabine Baring-Gould (1843-1924) 

Based on ‘Birjina gaztettobat zegoen’ 
Tune: traditional Basque melody arr. Richard Lloyd  

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame. 
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden, Mary, 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
 
2. ’For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be. 
All generations laud and honour thee. 
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!  
 
3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head. 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.’ 
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’ 
Most highly favoured lady! Gloria! 
 
4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn; 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
‘Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 


