
Emmanuel -  God is with us 

At Christmas we shall celebrate the great miracle of God being born among us.  

St Matthew quoted a phrase from the prophet Isaiah: “A virgin shall conceive and bear a son and his 

name shall be called Emmanuel (which means, God with us).” He saw the birth of Jesus as the 

fulfilment of this prophecy.  God, who, as the Letter to the Hebrews puts it “in many and various 

ways spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, 

whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He reflects the glory 

of God and bears the stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power.” 

As Christians we should rejoice at the way people all over the world celebrate at Christmas.  Even 

non-believers pay an often unconscious tribute to Jesus, whose birth we acclaim as one of the 

decisive turning points of history. But is important not to let ourselves be seduced by all the secular 

razzamatazz of “the festive season” and forget that Christmas is Christmas, the feast of Christ whose 

coming into the world creates a new relationship between this world and God.  It is rather touching 

that some sensitive secular souls don’t like the expressions BC (before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini 

in the year of the Lord) and prefer to speak of BCE (Before the Common Era) and CE (in the Common 

Era), apparently oblivious of the fact they are still revolving the years around the birth of Jesus! 

It is however all too easy even for us Christians to miss the full significance of this amazing event.   

Before the end of his earthly ministry, Jesus promised his disciples, “I am with you always, to the 

close of the age.”  As we celebrate the great feast of Emmanuel, God-with-us, born in Bethlehem, we 

should take time to reflect on his continuing presence with us.  He is never absent from us, however 

far from him we may feel ourselves to be, however distracted and preoccupied we are with the 

cares and pleasures of everyday life  -   indeed, every care and every pleasure only finds its true 

meaning as a gift of God and a vehicle of Christ’s presence. Christian faith also recognises his 

presence in other people, especially those in need.  Remember Jesus’ own words, “I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then 

the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give 

thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? And 

when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’ ……… ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of 

the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”  “Emmanuel” means that this is not a striking simile 

(“it would be as if you had done it to me)”, but a realistic way of speaking (“you did it to me.”).  And 

there are also of  course some more obviously religious means of Christ’s presence: when we pray, 

when we read the scriptures we know that we are in the presence of the living Christ.   

Above all Christ is present in Holy Communion.  However much we may value the Eucharist as an 

opportunity to remember all that God has done for us in Christ or the fellowship we enjoy with each 

other, the most important thing is that we are united with Christ in his self-offering, we enjoy his 

presence now and we have a foretaste of our perfect communion with him in the future.  I think 

“Emmanuel” is a wonderful word on which to ponder as we receive holy communion.  Jesus Christ is 

“the same yesterday, today and forever”; he has been present with his people throughout the ages, 

he is present with us here and now and he will be to the end of life and beyond. 

Christmas is not just for Christmas, it tells us the truth about the whole of our lives. 


