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The Chronicle 
“Homilies, history & humour for Havant” 

6 January 2022 (Vol 86) 

Havant with  
St Nicholas, Langstone 

 

For most people, Christmas ends on Boxing Day!  Many will remove 
decorations and pack them away for next year.  Some people manage to 
keep Christmas going until today - ‘Twelfth Night’.  But in the Church, our 
celebration of the Incarnation of Jesus (Christmas) and his revealing to 
the world (Epiphany and his Baptism) continues right up until 
‘Candlemass’ - on the 2nd of February,  On that day, we commemorate 
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, when the old priest, Simeon, 
recognised Jesus as ‘the Light to lighten the World’.   
 In historic times, parishioners would bring their annual stock of 
candles to church, to be blessed - both for protection from the real 
danger of home fires from candles, but also as signs of the light of Christ 
in every home. 

Twelfth Night  

or Candlemass? 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
The World  

Including our mission 
partners in Ghana and 

Japan 
 

The Diocese  
For Commissary Bishop 

Rob, & for Bishop 
Jonathan Frost as he 
prepares to lead us. 

 
Our Parish & 
Community 

and our growing link 
with St Alban’s 

 
The Recently Departed 

Audrey Fryer 
Audrey Hodgson 
Brandon Taylor 
Veronica Holder 
Pamela Barrett 

Malveana Hodgkins 
Pete Holding  

 
Anniversaries of 

Departed  
3rd Arnold Padley 

4th Jennifer Churchill 
Cyril Clinnick 

5th Shirley Nash 
7th Jean Tilley 

8th Harriet Elmes 
10th Jean Sawyer 
12th Elene Hakim 

John Bradey 

SEE OPPOSITE FOR REGULAR EVENTS 
To watch online services: click here  to participate via 

Facebook) or www.stfaith.com  
FOR ST ALBAN’S SERVICES: click here, then click the 

weekly notice sheet 

THURSDAY 6 JANUARY 
1030 Traditional Said Communion with Canon 

Tim Schofield (in church & online)  
 

FRIDAY 7 JANUARY 
1830 Choir Practice re-starts.  Want to join?  

Just enter through the side door.  
 

SUNDAY 9 JANUARY- (The Baptism of Christ) 
0930 Parish Communion with Canon Tom (in 

church & online) 
1830 Zoom Evensong - CLICK HERE TO JOIN  
 

MONDAY 10 JANUARY 
1500 Tea & Chat on Zoom with Sandra 
 

WEDNESDAY 12 JANUARY 
1230 Lunchtime Concert - David Price, Organist 

at Portsmouth Anglican Cathedral 

Key Events in weeks ahead… 
at St Faith’s unless otherwise indicated 

Those who have asked for 
our prayers 
Sue Titcomb 

Marlene Sharpe 
Tim McCann 

Ian Dillow 
Olive Rush 

Angela Thompson 
Roslyn Macmillan 

Eileen Norris 
John Youngman 

Lyn Williams 
David Edwards 

Judy Barnett 
Peter Elmes 

Louise Young 
Sheena Jefferis 

Prakash Nembang 

https://www.facebook.com/stfaithschurchhavant/
https://stfaith.com
http://www.stalbanswestleigh.co.uk/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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A very Happy and Healthy 

New Year from Bill Jones 
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Cell of Our Lady of Faith: 
A reflection for January 

Submitted by Bishop John Hind 

If we ever thought Christmas is just about a homely family scene and a baby in 
a manger, the readings during the Christmas season bring us down to earth 
(or rather up to heaven) with a bump!  The Jesus we greet at Christmas is 
none other than the word and wisdom of God through whom all things came 
into being and in whom God gathers everything together, and make ultimate 
sense of all the diversity and confusion of the world – and indeed the entire 
universe.  
 Already in the Bible we get a picture of a universe far greater than 
anything we can imagine and modern science seems to make it seem even 
bigger.  Even though we can now understand much more than our ancestors 
did about how creation works, it seems that every new discovery simply 
makes the horizons even vaster.  Just how exciting the James Webb telescope 
launched on Christmas Day which should enable astronomers to study the 
light of some of the earliest stars, almost as old as the universe itself. And 
what is just as amazing is that what we can see, even with the most powerful 
telescopes is only a tiny fraction of everything that exists.  So-called “dark 
matter” poses even greater challenges. 
 What a fantastic thing it is that we humans, tiny, frail creatures on just 
one of billions of planets revolving round billions of stars in billions of galaxies, 
should be able to understand as much as we do and find the quest to know 
more such an exciting and endless challenge.   
 But what is even more fantastic is that the best thing of all about us is 
not a matter of knowledge at all, not something requiring high levels of 
scientific intelligence, but rather something written into the very deepest level 
of every human being: the capacity to love. 
 In the north aisle of Chichester cathedral 
there is the carved tomb of a fourteenth century 
Richard, Earl of Arundel, and his wife Eleanor.  
The figures lie side by side, tenderly holding 
hands. The tomb is probably best known today 
because of the poem An Arundel Tomb by Philip 
Larkin.  It starts like this: 

Side by side their faces blurred,    
The earl and countess lie in stone,    
Their proper habits vaguely shown    
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 As jointed armour, stiffened pleat,    
And that faint hint of the absurd—    

The little dogs under their feet. 
 
The poem continues with a reflection on the transitoriness of human glory and 
the effects of time, on how easily we can be misled by what we think we see 
and hear, and ends with the famous line that, despite it all what will survive of 
us is love. 
 Our faith tells us that love is not a tender alternative to hard and 
objective knowledge, but is actually the ultimate meaning and driving force of 
the universe.  The great poet Dante ended his massive trilogy The Divine 
Comedy with the vision of “the Love ….that moves the sun in heav'n and all the 
stars.” 
 People sometimes try to set religion against science and vice versa, and 
there have certainly been some shameful examples: just think of the Church’s 
treatment of Galileo or the then Russian government’s claim that the 
cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin’s said I didn’t find any God up there.    
 But of course both these incidents miss the point.  As Galileo himself said 
“The Bible is given to us to tell us how to go to heaven and not how the heavens 
go”. 
 People don’t need to believe in God to study what God has made, 
although they probably need some sense of awe and wonder as well as of the 
fundamental orderliness of existence to drive their research.  But without a 
conviction that ‘what will survive of us is love’ and that it is that love that 
ultimately moves the sun in heav'n and all the stars science is limited to what 
can be seen, heard, smelt, felt.  All well and good as far as it goes, but as human 
beings we know that what can be seen, heard, smelt, felt, wonderful as it may 
be falls far short of what we find most valuable in life. 
 In the creed we declare our faith in the God who bridges that gap, God 
who is both eternal and immeasurable love and who shares our flesh with all its 
limitations, God who is beyond the farthest the human eye (or telescope) can 
scan, but who is also closer to us than we are to ourselves.  
 It is God whose love has created the entire universe, sustains it and 
inspires us to look with wonder at the mysteries of creation. This love will out 
last all that it has made. As Jesus said “heaven and earth will pass away but my 
words will not pass away.”  Indeed what will survive of us is love. because God 
is love. 
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Everybody loves a story. 
A sermon for Midnight 

Mass 2021 
 from Canon Tom Kennar 24th December 2021 

Christmas Night... 
 What is it, I wonder, that captures us about the Christmas story?  It’s 
a story that never fails to warm our hearts, or make is tingle with 
excitement.    I think that’s because, like all great stories, this one has so 
many brilliant elements to it.  
First it’s a story with a journey at its heart.  There’s a journey from 
Nazareth, to Bethlehem and then on to Egypt and back again.  Everyone 
loves a road movie – from the Wizard of Oz to Thelma and Louise, we all 
recognise, deep down, that road movies are analogies of our own lives…
with all their joy and pain. 
 Secondly, this is a story full of juicy scandal!  From Eastenders to 
tabloid newspapers, we all like a bit of juicy scandal.  In this case, it’s the 
scandal of a child born out of wedlock.  Much more horrifying, though, is 
the scandal of King Herod, who put the children of Bethlehem to death for 
fear of losing his throne.  This is a scandal about power.  And we recognise 
it, don’t we?  From scandals in Parliament, to the outrage of ISIS, or the 
fictional horror of Darth Vader and the Death Star, we recognise the real 
horror of people who try to dominate others through violence. 
 Then, thirdly, this is a story full of magic and mystery.  Everyone who 
has ever enjoyed a fairy-tale or a Harry Potter movie instinctively picks up 
on those mysterious Wise Men of the East who follow a star.  And of course, 
let’s not forget the Angels – mysterious beings whom we barely understand, 
suddenly appearing and proclaiming peace on earth. 
 Fourthly, there are the animals.  Sheep on the hillsides, cattle lowing 
in the stable, a donkey faithfully carrying Mary.   Anyone who thinks that 
human beings don’t like animal stories should check out the number of cat 
videos on Youtube!  We are all suckers for a baby lamb, or a gently moo-ing 
cow in a barn.  It brings out the ‘Aaah’ factor in us! 
 It’s a story rich with characters, too.  There’s the faithful Joseph, who 
stands by his fiancée even though he must have had great doubts about her 
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story.  There’s Mary herself, forcing us all to wonder whether we could have 
had her faith to press on.  Or rushing along the road to Bethlehem, trying to 
get there in time for the birth of her son…just as we rush around , preparing 
for the same event.  There’s those rough shepherds, men of the hillsides, 
outsiders who are yet welcomed into the heart of the story.  There are those 
mysterious wise men; and the fictional inn-keeper, never specifically 
mentioned in the Gospels, who yet causes us all to wonder how we would 
respond to a stranger asking us for sanctuary.  
 Perhaps we all love this story so much because we recognise ourselves 
in it.  We know that we are all capable of Mary and Joseph’s faith, or the 
Shepherds’ wonder.  We recognise that we are capable of being intelligent 
and thoughtful Wise Men and women.  We also know, when we admit it to 
ourselves, that we, like Herod, are capable of abusing our power – the power 
we hold over our families or our work colleagues.  Or, we recognise that we 
are the victims of such power, if others dominate us.  We also recognise that 
there are times when we fail to act with the generosity of Joseph or the Inn-
keeper.  We know that we need help to be as faithful as Mary, or as brave as 
the Wise Men as they set out on their quest. 
 Ultimately, we all know that we can only journey so far through life on 
our own resources.  We recognise our own weakness in the babe of 
Bethlehem.  If we are honest with ourselves, we know that we need the help 
of others – just as he did at that time of his life.  We cannot live in 
isolation.  We cannot do this thing called life, alone. 
 Ultimately, this is a story about a god who saw the plight and the drama 
of human life, and who chose not to remain aloof.  This is not a god who sits 
on a cloud, demanding worship and dispensing favours in return for the right 
prayers.  This is a god who decides to engage with all the mess and muddle of 
human life.  He comes among us as that most fragile form of human life, a 
baby, utterly dependent on those around him, to show us that this is how we 
should live too.  We cannot live a life apart.  We need those around us, in our 
families, in our churches, as much as God needed Mary to bring him to 
earth.  We need others just as Jesus needed Joseph and the Shepherds, and 
the Wise Men and even the fictional inn-keeper to welcome him and warm 
him. 
 This is our God who dispenses not condemnation on our messed-up 
human world, but mercy and grace.  He enters into the human condition – he 
refuses to sit apart from it.  And by his life, his teaching, and then his death 
and resurrection he offers us a way out, he rescues us, he redeems us – from 
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our solitary, fearful, chaotic lives – from what the old-timers called 
‘sin’.   God enters our existence, as a Word – a word of hope, and a word 
of challenge…and he shines a light into humanity’s darkness. 
 Sadly, all too often, we are blind to the Light that he shines, and 
deaf to the Word that he speaks.  That’s why the third verse of It Came 
Upon A Midnight Clear is so powerful: 

"Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong. 

And man, at war with man hears not the love-song which they bring 
O hush the noise!  ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing!" 

 
 My prayer for all of us is that this Christmas we will hear anew the 
power of the Christmas story.  May we open our eyes to the Light of 
Christ, and our ears to the Word who is God.  May we begin to recognise 
that the Christmas story is also our story – that it contains within it all 
the challenge we require to turn from our sometimes solitary, often 
fearful, chaotic, consumerist, self-focused lives – and to turn towards the 
Babe of Bethlehem, asking him – no, begging him -  to save us from 
ourselves.  Amen 

. 

Could you help with Sides Persons Duties on a Sunday morning?   

Two people to help on the first Sunday of the month would be really 

helpful. 

We would also ask If there are any hardy people who would be happy 

to stand outside (in pairs) and welcome church goers to services. 

Please speak to Sandra Haggan if you can help. Thank you. 

Help Needed 
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We are currently in urgent need of donations of winter 
clothes - especially women’s clothes. 

 
If you want to help by giving your time, we still need 

volunteers to work on Mondays for a few hours. Please 
speak to Clare. 

 
THIS WEEK’S OPENING TIMES 
Tues to Thurs:  9.30am to 3pm 
Fri to Saturday: 9.30am to 1pm 

 
 Please drop donations off at the shop  

during opening hours: (see above).   

St Faith’s Charity & Bookshop 

Thank you to all those who have donated 

books over the past few months. The 

bookshop has now been up and running 

for a few weeks and going well.  It is a 

very quiet space, 

where people can sit 

and read and children 

can sit on a bean bag, or at their little table 

to enjoy the books. 

If you have a spare half an hour do pop in.  

We have wide range of novels, and Non 

Fiction books. 
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There are plenty of jigsaw puzzles, well 
only about 90! Do let me know if you 
would like to borrow some, there is a 
wide variety of 500 and 1000 pieces. 
 
Sandra Haggan 

Jigsaws  
Submitted by Sandra Haggan 

Little Lambs will be  

back at The Pallant 

Centre in the New 

Year on Friday 14th 

January.  

 

Tea and Chat on Zoom— 
We’re back! 

Tea and Chat on Zoom (Mondays 3pm) has been taking a Christmas 

break and will resume on Monday 10th January 2022! 
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Capital Projects Update 
The figures are in! 

Here’s where we stand on our key projects (to the end of November) 

        Raised Needed 

West End Toilet      £30,054 £65,000 

New seating       £21,367 £85,812 

(Negotiations with our late carpenter’s estate will 

take place in the new year) 

Big Build Campaign     £13,548 £40,000 

(To carry out urgent works to the tower, North 

Transept flooring, fire & safety work to vestry 

doors, and various essential maintenance to the 

Pallant Centre) 

Young People & Families Worker   £ 3,016 £36,000 

(To employ a part-time worker over three years to 

drive forward our work with young people and 

families) 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund    £ 3,556 No target 

(To aid parishioners in crisis) 

DONATIONS can be made to these funds at any time,  

at www.stfaith.com/donations  

As Canon Tom explained before Christmas, income from collections has 

dropped considerably during Covid (not least because we were closed!).  

Therefore we are re-commencing the practice of offering a chance to give 

during the Offertory-section of our services. 

ALTERNATIVELY - Our members are warmly invited to sign up for regular 

giving at THIS LINK to the Parish Giving Scheme.     Thank you! 

Passing the basket again... 

https://www.stfaith.com/donations/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/havant-st-faith-havant/
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Rector    Canon Tom Kennar  tomkennar@gmail.com 
(rest day: Monday)*      07881 025592 
Lay Pastor & Reader  Mrs Sandra Haggan  07452 982287 
(rest day: Wednesday)*  
Readers   Dr Michael Fluck  023 9247 7391 
    Mrs Jackie Brookfield 023 9246 2644 
Church Wardens  Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
    Mr Clive Barnett  01243 389257 
Head Server   Mr Bruce Strugnell  023 9248 4435 
Administrator  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Secretary  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
PCC Treasurer  Mrs Rosemary Turner treasurer@stfaith.com  
Musical Director  Mr Graham Kidd  music@stfaith.com  
Captain Bellringers  Mr Bill Skilleter  023 9225 3802 
Safeguarding Officer  Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Data Protection Officer Mrs Pauline West  023 9249 2129 
Health & Safety Officer Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Stewardship   Mr Alan Hakim  023 9247 1681 
Electoral Roll   Mr Hugh Owen  023 9247 1204 
Bible Reading Fellowship Mrs Hilary Deadman  023 9247 1241 
Pastoral Team Leader Mrs Julia Hancock  023 9248 3808 
Children’s Society  Mrs Sandra Haggan  023 9245 5161 
Men’s Group   Mr Nick Saunders  023 9247 3922 
Mission Development Mr Colin Hedley  023 9249 8229 
Finance Manager  Miss Ani Moore  financeofficer@stfaith.com 
General Manager  Mr Will Coulston  07483 848809 
Caretaker   Mr John Glassett  07472 988098 
Shop Manager  Mrs Clare Kennar  07837 700891 
Shop Assistant Manager Mrs Jacqui North   
Capital Programmes Mgr Mr Kevin West  07761 912617  
Website   Mr Colin Carter  webmaster@stfaith.com 
*Please observe these rest days 

Parish Office: 2 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR Telephone: 023 9249 2129 
Opening Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am—12noon (please wear a mask) 

Contact the Administrator (Pauline West) for: 
ll enquiries inc. Baptisms and Marriages—Email:  office@stfaith.com 

Contact the General Manager (Will Coulston) for:  
Bookings for the Pallant Hall & The Pallant Centre 

Telephone: 07483 848809—Email: stfaithsgeneralmanager@gmail.com 

CONTACT DETAILS 
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Brandon Taylor - Obituary 
Submitted by Sandra Haggan 

Brandon Taylor 
 
You may not recognise the name, but if you come into the church 
during the week for coffee and chat you probably knew him.  Almost 
every morning for quite some time Brandon would catch the bus from 
Southleigh Road to Havant and come into the church for a chat. 
 Brandon was born in Harrow in 1933, during the war the family 
stayed for a while in a hotel. The family then went on to live in 
Southend. They had a beach hut and Brandon enjoyed happy times 
with his cousins in the beach hut until in the tidal surge of 1953 it 
floated away. 
 For his National Service Brandon joined the RAF and spent much 
of his time in Karachi which I think he rather enjoyed.  He had a 
wonderful photo album from the time and brought it into the church a 
couple of times and showed me and others the photos and told the 
stories that went with them. Even with dementia he still remembered 
words of Urdu. After his National Service Brandon went to work for 
Pearl Insurance, he took early retirement from Pearl when they 
moved up to Peterborough and then went to work for Zurich 
insurance. 
 Doris and Brandon met in Austria when they were both on 
holiday.  They had gone separately and that was the beginning.  They 
married in 1989.  Doris had been a member of the congregation of St. 
Mary’s Portsea, as they were unable to marry there, they married at 
the Church of the Ascension in Stubbington Avenue.  Father Martin 
Morgan the vicar was a very kind man and a friend of Doris’ and he 
married them for free! The entire choir and organist came from St. 
Mary’s, they performed a special setting of A Whiter Shade of Pale 
which Doris came in to, which meant such a lot them both.  This was 
the music that Brandon came in to his funeral. 
 He enjoyed his sport, he had been a very good tennis player and 
won many cups and medals when he was living at Tatton Corner. He 
loved watching Wimbledon, and at Beechwood along with another 



 

16 

gentleman they were able to sit in a room and enjoy the tennis and 
be brought tea and cake! He also liked his football, supporting 
Southend and then when moving to Portsmouth he supported them 
too. 
 I first met Brandon many years ago when we often caught the 
same train, the minute to six from Portsmouth to Warblington.  We 
had many chats about football and other things on those journeys.  
Doris told me that he sometimes got on the wrong train and went off 
to Cosham – I did too, but we didn’t both do it at the same time! 
 I remember there was a problem with the bus stop, there was 
no shelter and he talked about it for some weeks, how letters were 
sent and then it was all sorted.  Of course Brandon talked about it a 
lot but it was Doris who made the phone calls and sent the emails etc.  
She would say to Brandon ‘Don’t worry, I’ll sort it’ and she did, many 
times. 
 Brandon had a great sense of humour, he liked his jokes and we 
liked them too. A favourite was to call a couple of the chaps George, 
he knew that wasn’t their names but that was what he called them 
and we all smiled. 
 As the dementia worsened Brandon moved into Beechwood 
House Nursing Home where the staff were wonderful with him. There 
were some lovely photos from Christmas 2020, when he dressed up 
and enjoyed a little dance. 
 Brandon will be very much missed by all who knew him and 
loved him. 

Seen in a church…. 

 

Submitted by friends of 

Alan Hakim 
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Submitted by Fr Frank Hillebrand - from a Telegraph Article by Peter Stanford 
 
In an age of often bland and overlooked church 

leaders, Desmond Tutu was simply extraordinary: in his 
charm and charisma; in his ability to reach a wider, global 
audience that normally had little time for men of God; 
and in keeping his feet firmly on ground when politicians 
sought him out in the hope that a bit of his magic would 
rub off on them. 

A single encounter with him was enough to last a 
lifetime – as I discovered in 2004, when he agreed to my 
request to give the Longford Lecture on penal reform, an 
annual event in London. We could have filled the hall 10 times over. 

It lives in my memory as a magical night, but also because straight afterwards 
my father died suddenly. The archbishop found out. He rang and left a message to say 
he would remember my dad in his prayers. In the midst of all the demands on him, he 
had made time to comfort a stranger. 

For anyone else it would be enough, but his humanity ran deeper. The follow-
ing day I answered a call. “It’s The Arch,” announced Tutu’s unmistakable voice. “I 
want to speak to you properly to find out how you are.” 

Such pastoral concern, of course, is what priests and prelates should be all 
about, but Tutu’s example, in my experience, is unmatched. 

As, indeed, is so much else about him. As a religious leader who made a global 
impact for all the right reasons, his only near contemporary equivalents are the Dalai 
Lama and Pope Francis, whose role as the head of a self-consciously world church of 
1.3 billion souls brings with it a built-in platform. By contrast, Tutu worked in a coun-
try with a regime that for many years did its very best to silence him internally, let 
alone on a world stage, because it regarded him as a second-class citizen on account 
of the colour of his skin. In 1953, he had to abandon his first vocation as a teacher on 
account of South Africa’s apartheid laws. Nonetheless, Tutu went on to become a pre-
eminent preacher-politician of his time. 

His rise to leadership in South Africa’s Anglican Church provides a powerful ex-
ample of how institutional change can come about peacefully. When named the first 
black dean of Johannesburg Cathedral in 1975, he began as clearly and uncompromis-
ingly as he intended to go on, by turning down the house that went with the job in a 
whites-only area and making his family home in the black township of Soweto. For 
Tutu, living his faith each day went beyond saying prayers, doing good deeds and 
leading services. It meant risking his life to challenge injustice at every turn. 

Desmond Tutu - the Last of the 
Political Preachers? 
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Among his methods was doing that rare thing in Christianity – overriding de-
nominational divides. Through his years from 1978 as Secretary-General of the 
South African Council of Churches, and then from 1986 as the first black Archbishop 
of Cape Town, Tutu persuaded not just his fellow Anglicans but most of the other 
Christian churches in South Africa to stand shoulder-to-shoulder in defence of 
something so much more important than their own individual traditions – the 
shared moral imperative to rid their country of the evil of apartheid by non-violent 
means. 

Tutu was never one to hide the behind the all-too-familiar retort still heard 
from clerics that priests cannot risk being too political. While our own two senior 
churchmen, Archbishop Justin Welby and Cardinal Vincent Nichols, prefer the softly-
softly approach of hints or the occasional public rebuke to government about what 
might need to change, for Tutu plunging into political waters was what the Bible 
demanded. When challenged, he would reply with a question: “when God delivers a 
bunch of slaves out of bondage, is that a political or religious act?” 

Tutu was no one-card politician, either. While it was his part in South Africa’s 
struggle to build a just society that propelled him into the international spotlight, 
what the Arch managed to do in mature years was to apply the lessons he had 
learnt during and after the defeat of apartheid to bigger global issues that affect all 
societies. The most obvious was racism, but in that 2004 lecture he reflected too on 
what he had learnt while chairing South Africa’s painful Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. He spoke of confronting past sins in the context of prison reform – of 
how victims and perpetrators of crime might engage, and about how society might 
see afresh those who offend against it. 

In other words, he brought from the particular circumstances of his country a 
universal message that could be applied in many other areas of life. In that, he was 
truly being, as in theory all Christians are called to be, Christ-like, for that above all 
is what the gospels are about. 

On the frontline of a struggle for justice, Tutu’s theology was as simple as it 
was relevant. When his fellow Anglican prelates in other parts of Africa, and be-
yond, frittered away their moral authority in seemingly endless battles over sex, 
sexuality and gender, he pointed out impatiently that he couldn’t worship a homo-
phobic God and saw no difference between discrimination against people on the 
grounds of sexual orientation and discrimination on the basis of skin colour. 

Tutu followed the example of Jesus and unceasingly demanded justice for all 
the marginalised. He therefore came to represent the very best of lived-out, pro-
phetic Christianity, on first the national, and then the international stage. Even 
those who rejected the doctrines of religion recognised a courage and clarity in Tutu 
that they admired. And many, in that admiration, were forced to concede that reli-
gion – so often blamed for all the conflicts in our world – might just be a force for 
good. 
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Alongside his personality, his theology and his trademark and very un-
saintlike laugh – half a cackle, have a wheeze, with a high-pitched chuckle mixed in 
– there was also inevitably a certain steel in Tutu. I glimpsed it that night in 2004, 
when it came to questions from the floor. 

One man stood up and started a very personal, vocal assault on him, citing a 
particular incident, unknown to the rest of the audience, in an effort to discredit 
everything Tutu had said. The archbishop was visibly unperturbed. He refused 
briefly, politely but absolutely firmly to engage, first in the hall and late when we 
asked him about it off stage. It was, he said, a distraction; he would deal with it pri-
vately. 

He knew how to pick his battles, which is the mark of a leader. There was talk 
over the years about what a good Archbishop of Canterbury he would make. 
Though the authority of the occupant of Lambeth Palace is modest in comparison 
with those who preside in the Vatican, Tutu might arguably have made better use of 
the status as the leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion. 

Of those Anglican primates he worked under, only Robert Runcie had shown 
something of the same indomitable spirit. His Faith in the City report of 1985, which 
challenged Margaret Thatcher’s government by highlighting the social and econom-
ic damage being done by her policies, embodied a Tutu-esque sense of how power-
ful religion could be in the theatre of politics. 

Tutu never received an offer of Canterbury – but he didn’t need a historic 
office as a pulpit in order to make his political voice heard. With his passing, the 
question arises of which religious leaders, in our deeply troubled and divided world, 
might follow his example and cut through as he did so as to assert a positive moral 
and spiritual leadership that transcends borders? 

With Pope Francis now 85 and the Dalai Lama 86, there is, arguably, an ur-
gent need for new faces, but the field is thin. Even that line of radical priests who, in 
recent decades, were propelled by popular votes or revolutions into high office in 
Nicaragua, Haiti and Paraguay, petered out in disappointment. 

It is tempting to think that the decline of institutional religion is the cause, 
but the rise of agnosticism and atheism is largely a developed-world phenomenon. 
In many parts of the globe, the societal injustices that Desmond Tutu tackled as a 
church leader remain, alongside thriving institutional religion. 

Perhaps the answer is simply that Desmond Tutu was a one-off, that the coin-
cidence of personality and circumstances that brought him to our attention are un-
likely to happen again. For his part, any suggestion that he was a living saint were 
briskly rebuffed. “When they heard upstairs that there was a prospect of my com-
ing,” he told me, “they said, ‘no, no, no. Keep him down there: we can’t cope with 
him’.” Our loss is Heaven’s gain. 
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Hope 
Having read the article by Jenny Owens in the @CofEPortsmouth I am in 
complete agreement; we should be leading the campaign to combat 
climate change. In fact, I think St Faiths have been championing this for a 
number of years, the Church shop has pioneered a reuse approach since 
1975. We have had wildlife areas preserved in our churchyards long 
before anyone coined the phrase ‘no mow May’. With a mission 
development plan that endeavours to enhance our environment, we are 
already leading in some ways. 
 Sadly, our individual and collective actions to date are only the tip of 
the iceberg for what is needed to combat the impact of human activity on 
climate change. Our way of living has expedited the rate of climate change 
and if we are to slow this down, we all need to take much more radical 
action. The actions of developed countries will continue to have 
devastating consequences in the global south. Many activists had travelled 
to Glasgow to raise up these issues and make their voices heard. 

 The Coat of Hopes was worn and walked over 
900 km from Newhaven to Glasgow and patches 
were added along the journey at ‘Stitching Stops’. 
The patches represented griefs, prayers and the 
hope that people had in the success of COP26. The 
hope that world leaders would make good decisions 
for the future. I had the opportunity to see the coat 
and hear the Coat of Hopes song just outside the 
blue zone (photo left). 
On the 6th November over 100,000 people marched 

in Glasgow. The demand was for governments to move from climate 
inaction to climate justice and action. I volunteered to provide hospitality 
to the speakers during the rally. One group of speakers represented the 
Minga Indigena organisation (photo on next page) who are a collective of 
groups, organizations and communities from indigenous nations 
throughout Abya Yala (the American continent). I spoke to one of the 
delegates in the group and they informed me that many of these 
communities already suffer from storm surge, river flooding and a rise in 
sea levels. As climate risk assessments are carried out it is clear that these 

COP26 Glasgow—part 2 
Submitted by Shelley Saunders 



 

22 

often poorest of communities will require financial 
support as they are forced to become climate 
refugees and adapt. 80 countries are now covered 
by adaption plans. An agreement was made to 
double 2019 adaption finance levels by 2025. This is 
the first time an adaption specific finance goal has 
ever been agreed globally, I can’t help feeling sad 
that we got to this position in the first place.  
 The Time is Now was an event organised by 
Christian Aid in Glasgow Cathedral, you can view the 
service here https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/big-moment-events-
yccn-relay  
 There were many pertinent points made throughout the service, the 
music of Marvin Gaye and the significance of his lyrics, black protest 
tradition and ecology. The three evils of his day – Militarism, Poverty and 
Racism found in the lyrics of ‘what’s going on’, ‘mercy mercy me’ and 
many more of his songs.  

Dr Rowan Williams (left) said “…..the crisis is now; 
because it is a crisis not simply of the 
environment or something vaguely out there. It’s 
a problem with our relations with one another, 
we are already living with climate injustice. That’s 
to say we are already approaching the world 
around us with abusive and enslaving habits and 
whatever technological fixes we may think of they 
will not solve that problem. Unless they go along 
with a change of heart. Today if you will hear his 
voice, do not harden your hearts.”  

 Jen Morris from the Young Christian Climate Network acknowledged 
the ecological work carried out by Christians for many years but 
questioned how will we personally turn this passion into action with our 
friends and family? It is a point I have reflected on since COP26 in 
November, how can I help to bring about the change needed in our 
society and community? 
 To that end I will write a third and final part on my journey to COP26 
and will endeavour to provide some helpful suggestions on the steps we 
might take as individuals and as a community to approach the change that 
is needed.  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/big-moment-events-yccn-relay
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/big-moment-events-yccn-relay
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Morning Service - Sunday 9 January 

The Baptism of Christ 
President & Preacher: Canon Tom Kennar 

Organist: Graham Kidd 
 

Processional Hymn (573) 
Words: Joachim Neander (1650-1680) trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

Tune: Lobe Den Herren, from Praxis Pietatis Melica (1668) 

   1.  Praise to the Lord, 
   the Almighty, the King of creation! 
   O my soul, praise him, 
   for he is thy health and salvation. 
   All ye who hear, 
   now to his temple draw near; 
   joining in glad adoration. 
 
   2. Praise to the Lord, 
   who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth 
   shieldeth thee gently from harm, 
   or when fainting sustaineth: 
   hast thou not seen 
   how thy heart’s wishes have been 
   granted in what he ordaineth? 
 
   3. Praise to the Lord, 
   who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 
   surely his goodness and mercy 
   shall daily attend thee: 
   ponder anew 
   what the Almighty can do, 
   if to the end he befriend thee. 
 
   4. Praise to the Lord, 
   O let all that is in us adore him! 
   All that hath life and breath, 
   come now with praises before him. 
   Let the ‘Amen’ 
   sound from his people again, 
   gladly for ay we adore him. 
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Collect 
  Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 
  revealed him to be your Son, 
  anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
  grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
  that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
  who is alive and reigns with you, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever.  
  Amen. 

 
 
 

Readings 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 8, verses 14-17 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

(Luke 3.15-17,21,22) 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered 
all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing-fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  
  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  
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Offertory Hymn (259) 

Words: Paraphrase of Psalm 72 by James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
Tune: Crüger, From a melody in Johann Crüger’s Gesangbuch, adpt. by William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

 
Hymn (516) 

Words: Benjamin Webb (1819-1885) alt. from Thomas à Kempis (c. 1379-1471) 
Tune: Eisenach, Johann Herman Schein (1586-1630) in his revised Cantional (1645) 

1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
great David’s greater son! 

Hail, in time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 

 
2. He comes with succour speedy 

to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, 
and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 

 
3. He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains 
shall peace the herald go; 

and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 

 
4. Kings shall fall down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, 
his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 

 
5. O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 
he on his throne shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, 
all-blessing and all-blest; 

the tide of time shall never 
his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever; 
 that name to us is love. 

  1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high! 
  It fills the heart with ecstasy, 
  that God, the Son of God, should take 
  our mortal form for mortals’ sake. 
 
  2. He sent no angel to our race 
  of higher or of lower place, 
  but wore the robe of human frame 
  himself, and to this lost world came. 
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Hymn (506) 
Words & Music: John Wimber (1934-1997) 

  1. O let the Son of God enfold you 
  with his Spirit and his love, 
  let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
  O let him have the things that hold you, 
  and his Spirit like a dove 
  will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
 
  Jesus, O Jesus, 
  come and fill your lambs. 
  Jesus, O Jesus, 
  come and fill your lambs. 
 
  2. O come and sing this song with gladness 
  as your hearts are filled with joy, 
  lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 
  O give him all your tears and sadness, 
  give him all your years of pain, 

  3. For us he was baptised and bore 
  his holy fast, and hungered sore; 
  for us temptations sharp he knew; 
  for us the tempter overthrew. 
 
  4. For us to wicked pow’rs betrayed, 
  scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed, 
  he bore the shameful cross and death; 
  for us at length gave up his breath. 
 
  5. For us he rose from death again, 
  for us he went on high to reign, 
  for us he sent his Spirit here 
  to guide, to strengthen and to cheer. 
 
  6. To him whose boundless love has won 
  salvation for us through his Son, 
  to God the Father glory be, 
  both now and through eternity. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
  Lord of all time and eternity, 
  you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
  in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
  by the power of your Spirit 
  complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
  through the waters of the new creation; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

Hymn (188) 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) alt. 

Tune: Song, Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, 
my daily labour to pursue; 
thee, only thee, resolved to know, 
in all I think or speak or do. 
 
2. The task thy wisdom hath assigned 
O let me cheerfully fulfil; 
in all my works thy presence find, 
and prove thy good and perfect will. 
 
3. Thee may I set at my right hand, 
whose eyes my inmost substance see, 

and labour on at thy command, 
and offer all my works to thee. 
4. Give me to bear thy easy yoke, 
and ev’ry moment watch and pray, 
and still to things eternal look, 
and hasten to thy glorious day. 
 
5. For thee delightfully employ 
whate’er thy bounteous grace hath  
    giv’n, 
and run my course with even joy, 
and closely walk with thee to heav’n 

At 4.30pm in church and online.  This week, Barbara will be focusing on the 

conquest of Canaan, and the Judges of Israel. 
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6.30pm on Zoom) 

To take part online, simply click here 
Sunday 9 January—The Baptism of Christ 

Leader: Dr Mike Fluck 
 
 

Hymn 527 
Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  trans. John Chandler (1806-1876) alt. 

Tune: Winchester New, from ‘Musikalisches Handbuch’ (1690) 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake, and hearken , for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 
2. Then cleansed be ev’ry breast from sin; 

make straight the way for God within; 
prepare we in our hearts a home, 

where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 
4. To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth and let thy light restore 

Earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free,  

whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73577393658?pwd=cW90TW9OREVSNVVMK3pqeW5OMitTQT09
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Psalm 46 
1  God is our refuge and strength,  
   a very present help in trouble; 

2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
   and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea; 

3  Though the waters rage and swell,  
   and though the mountains quake at the towering seas. 

4  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
   the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High. 

5  God is in the midst of her; 
      therefore shall she not be removed;  
   God shall help her at the break of day. 

6  The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are shaken,  
   but God utters his voice and the earth shall melt away. 

7  The Lord of hosts is with us;  
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

8  Come and behold the works of the Lord,  
  what destruction he has wrought upon the earth. 

9  He makes wars to cease in all the world;  
   he shatters the bow and snaps the spear 

      and burns the chariots in the fire. 
10  ‘Be still, and know that I am God;  
   I will be exalted among the nations; 

      I will be exalted in the earth.’ 
11  The Lord of hosts is with us;  

   the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

 
 

Isaiah 55:1-11 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk   without money 
and without price.  
 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  
 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I 
will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
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David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander for the peoples.  See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of 
the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek 
the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 
return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.  
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my 
ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and 
do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to 
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it. 
 

Mark 1:4-11 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
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Hymn 99 
Words: Fred Pratt Green (b.1903) 

Tune: Christe Sanctorum, Melody from ‘Paris Antiphoner’ (1681) 

1. Christ is the world’s Light, he and none other: 
born in our darkness, he became our Brother; 
if we have seen him, we have seen the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 
 
2. Christ is the world’s Peace, he and none other; 
no-one can serve him and despise another; 
who else unites us, one in God the Father? 
Glory to God on high. 
 
3. Christ is world’s Life, he and none other; 
sold once for silver, murdered here, our Brother; 
He who redeems us, reigns with God the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 
 
4. Give God the glory, God and none other; 
give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; 
give God the glory, God in Man my brother; 
Glory to God on high. 


